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is? How about the location of the bestest dog- 
traumatizing statue? Or the bestest place to terrify 
tourists? Or the bestest animatronic robot and the 
bestest dragon? You probably haven't, but our 
second annual edition of the Bestest of Edmonton 
is here to provide you with the answers to those 
questions—and dozens more! ¢ 10 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Who the cap fit 


| loved reggae music before | realized | loved men. When | 
was 12, my father asked me if | wanted to go see Bob Mar- 
ley and the Wailers perform at the Montreal Forum in 1978. 
In our home, my British father and French-speaking African 
mom saw gay rights as simply part of the growing mosaic 
that is human rights, no different than the struggle for black 
equality and liberation in Africa. : 

But with the passing of Bob Marley in 1981 and the sub- 
sequent rise of dancehall—a genre increasingly defined by 
its virulent homophobia—| refused to become a closet reg- 
gae fan, instead ignoring or reinterpreting lyrics such as 
those by Third World, still one of my favourite bands, who 


sing, “How could it be forbidden if it’s love?” (Words, inci- 
dentally, that my parents also relate to as a biracial couple.) 

Before becoming a reggae music critic in 1995, | had 
already met many of my reggae idols: British stars Aswad, 
Jamaican legends Culture (who inspired the Clash and Cul- 
ture Club) and the Crown Prince of Reggae, Dennis Brown. | 
remember reggae icon Ken Boothe explaining to me the 
evils of cocaine the same week his son died of an overdose 
in 1999. And after | crashed South African superstar Lucky 
Dube’s press conference at Reggae Sunsplash in Montego 
Bay back in 1991, | befriended him and his band. (My 
friends Seb, Vinnie and | were even filmed for a doc on his 
world tour.) Another night, attending a Shabba Ranks con- 
cert at an inner-city Montreal high school, Seb parked her 
car behind an idling ambulance which came in handy when 
a gymnasium light exploded above the dancefloor. |t sound- 
ed like a gunshot and | never saw a band—let alone one that 
glorified guns and girls—run offstage so fast in my life. 

I've since interviewed everybody from Burning Spear to 
Buju Banton. When | challenged Banton over his 1992 hit 
song “Boom Bye Bye” (which advocates gunning down 
“batty bwoys” with Uzis), he snarled at me, “Boom Bye Bye’ 
means judgment, do you understand? Nothing don’t change 
because my feelings about family don’t change. And the song 
has a good message.” If you've read this column the last few 
years, you know I’ve gotten a lot of mileage out of that quote 

The last time | saw Banton was in 2001 after he became 
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a born-again Rasta. | ducked into a 
nightclub to check out his set before 

out to the Black and Blue gay 
circuit party at Montreal's Olympic Sta- 
diurn. He didn’t sing “Boom Bye Bye,” 
but when he repeated those three 
words between songs, the place went 
apeshit and | began looking for the 
closest emergency exit. 

Pressure to legalize homosexuality 
throughout the West Indies only began 
to build momentum in the last few 
years. The most ferocious resistance 
has come from Jamaica, but that may 
soon change in the wake of the June 
10 machete killing of Jamaica’s most 
outspoken gay activist, Brian 
Williamson. Williamson’s death, as a 
friend in Jamaica rightly pointed out, 
was not a hate crime but a robbery. 
gut his death focused intense world 
attention on Jamaican homophobia, 
accentuated by Beenie Man’s cancelled 
june 24 concert in London, England. 

“Elephant Man, Bounty Killer, Bee- 
nie Man, TOK [whom | challenged 
over their anti-gay anthem ‘Chi Chi 
Man’ when they played at the Montre- 
al International Reggae Festival last 
month! and Capleton are among the 
stars who have written lyrics urging 
the shooting, burning, rape, stoning 
and drowning of gay people,” 
Amnesty International stated after 
Williamson’s murder. “Horrific assaults 
have been committed on members of 
[Jamaica’s] LGBT community. Gay men 
and women have been beaten, cut, 
burned, raped and shot on account of 
their sexuality.” 

Last week | listened to Jamaicans 
condemn gay people on Kingston, 
Jamaica’s top-rated IRIE-FM radio sta- 
tion. Like many blacks around the 
world who hold up slavery as some 
kind of badge bestowing them with 
the moral righteousness to condemn 
gay life—“How can you even compare 
racism to homophobia?” IRIE-FM host 
Andrea Williams Green ranted—they 
sounded more like Nazis and 
apartheid-era Afrikaners. 

Which brings me back to Beenie 
Man, whose song “Bad Man Chi Chi 
Man” instructs listeners to kill gay 
Djs. Three weeks ago my 10-year-old 
godson Skye was supposed to sing a 
Beenie Man song at his year-end 
schoo! show with his class. But when 
a teacher heard the lyrics, Beenie 
Man was quickly replaced by Bob 
Marley. When Skye stood onstage 
singing “Three Little Birds” and “One 
Love,” | sang too, as did many other 
parents in the audience. Later, walk- 
ing home from school, Skye told me 
he and his friends had new lyrics for 
"Three Little Birds.” 

“Three little turds!” he sang. 

| laughed. After all, boys will be 
boys. | just wish dancehall dons like 
Beenie Man would learn that batty 
bwoys are good boys too. @ 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


Stabbing westward 


Geez, Edmonton, you just couldn’t 
wait, could you? | leave town for one 
short week—my first Canada Day out 
of Edmonton in 13 years, no less—and 
you choose this one to start stabbing 
everything in sight. | mean, eight stab- 
bings in eight separate incidents in one 
night? Now that’s what | call a celebra- 
tion of our nation’s independence. 
God, what an evening that would have 
been: wandering around, singing “O 
Canada,” shivving strangers in the:kid- 
neys from behind... for once in my life, 
| would have been happy. But no. You 
left me out. And frankly, I’m hurt. 


Dammit, you all know how much | 
like stabbing things. You've seen my col- 
lection of homemade prison shanks—! 
even have a T-shirt that says “| Heart 
Stabbing” on it, for God’s sake. | would 
have been “in the zone,” as they say, on 
a night like that. Well, granted, maybe | 
would have felt a little out of place. After 
all, it’s not like | just go out and stab any- 
one, per se; | try to use my stabbing for . 
the purposes of good instead of evil. Like 
if I'm walking by @ house and | notice 
someone is locked out, for instance, I'll 
helpfully stab the door until it opens. Or 
if | read that the police have exhausted 
all their leads on a difficult criminal case, 
I'll try to solve the mystery in some knife- 


related way that usually includes but is 
not limited to stabbing things. Also, | 
offer a stabbing service for people with 
“problems” at very competitive rates. 
Shop around. You can‘t beat my 2-for-1 
Mondays, and | challenge you to find 
another freelance stabber in the city 
who holds a monthly charity spay-a- 
thon in his kitchen. 

But | digress. The point is, you peo- 
ple suck. | mean, there | was, stuck in 
Kelowna, watching a fireworks display 
that put Edmonton’s to shame (seri- 
ously—it was accompanied by a radio 
simulcast of Canada’s other national 
anthem, BTO’s “Takin’ Care of Busi- 
ness”) and thinking that | was showing 
my nationalistic pride by simply 
applauding and joining in in singing 
Canada’s actual, but significantly less 
awesome, anthem. But then | wake up 
the next day to read on CBC online 
that Edmonton had once again decid- 
ed to show up everyone else. | don’t 
know how you managed to pull it off; 
maybe the city decided to hand out 
special commemorative Canadian flag 
switchblades on the High Level Bridge 
all night. Maybe you made the fire- 
works out of knives instead of coloured 


gunpowder. The point is, one hell of a 
statement was made. And that state- 
ment was “Welcome to Edmonton, 
where you can’t put more than 100 of 
us in one place without a riot breaking 
out or someone getting killed.” Maybe 
we could put that on our signs on the 
outskirts of town instead of “City of 
Champions.” It’s certainly more apt. 
Yep, we sure made Edmonton look 
bad, but far, far worse, we made me 
look bad—not two weeks after | wrote 
in this column that the police presence 
on Whyte Ave was probably excessive 
and unwarranted, Reginald St. Stab- 
sworth and his Fantastic Band of Gen- 
tleman Stabbers had to go and try to 


kill some people at some shitty bar, 
thereby ensuring that we do, in fact, 
totally need all those cops on Whyte. If 
you thought there were a lot of cops 
on the strip already, buddy, just wait 
until Saturday when the force is out in 
full, uh, force, with their fancy paddy- 
wagons and their teams of highly 
trained knife-sniffing dogs, safeifying 
everything for us. Maybe the helicopter 
will even fly extra lowly and “silently,” 
thereby furthering our safeification. 
And maybe the bars on Whyte should 
take things into their own hands, follow 
the lead of all those hotel taverns on 
the other side of town and put up 
some handy, knife-stance-clarifying “No 
Knives” signs. Who knows: maybe 
those guys would have just left their 
knives in the car and stabbed each 
other to death for fun on the way 
home. Everybody would have won. 
Whatever happens, the fact 
remains that Edmonton has once again 
established itself as the Canadian fore- 
runner in the field of going shitfucking 
crazy whenever there’s a reason to 
drink a lot—and you just can’t buy that 
kind of world-class acclaim. It'll be 
tough to come up with a theme that'll 


“Welcome to Edmonton, where you can’t put more than 100 of us 
in one place without a riot breaking out or someone getting killed.” 
eS eS ESS 


top this one next year, though, that’s 
for sure. Maybe we could start things 
off slow with a riot, move into a little 
stabbing, and then finish it all off by 
firing a few canisters of chlorine gas at 
one another. Or all of Edmonton could 
form two teams and hunt one another 
into extinction. Or perhaps we could 
make some sort of cat bomb that 
shoots cats everywhere when it 
explodes and then the cats try to hurt 
people. If we’re going to go the cat- 
bomb route, however, we should prob- 
ably keep things from getting out of 
control by only using spayed and 
neutered cats. Which, coincidentally, is 
a service | just happen to provide. @ 


: i aR 
Eight stabbings! Right on, people! | 
knew we'd find a way to have yet 
another year of avoiding Another 
Canada (WOOO) Day Riot! Ail it 
takes is a helicopter, a few cameras, 
every cop in the city, Paxil in the 
beer supply and a little knifey-knifey 
here and there to blow the steam 
out of our Collective Consciousness. 
Note for next year: mandatory sur- 
veillance cameras in all knives 
Shouldn’t cost much, maybe |? 
million, tops; webcams are cheap, 
and we could subsidize the whole 
operation by selling off the stab 
footage to gore-nography websites 
and those Faces of Death people 
There‘d be no real privacy issues, 
either, unless the victim was 
stabbed in the face or wore a really 
distinctive shirt—and how likely is 
that, these days? 

Of course there are logistical hur- 
dles, mostly in the human resources 
department; for proper 24-hour 
monitoring, we'd have to pay a lot of 
people to sit and watch hours and 
hours and hours of live carrot-chop- 
ping footage. Boring, yes; expensive 
and boring. We might have to de- 
crim the Wacky Tobaccy to keep our 
monitor-watching S.H.1.V. teams 
(acronym’s meaning TBA) engaged. 
But if it saves even one life... 

Ah, but who cares about life in 
this freebooting Western town, 
where the only thing cheaper than 
blood is condo-building materials? 
Here, we care about property dam- 
age, and stolen merchandise. We 
care about being able to safely park 
our giant fucking “Think Tank” 
mobile billboard trucks without 
some drunken yahoo turning them 
into even more of a goddamn eye- 
sore. We care about SUV strollers 
with latte holders. We care about 
sad, pouchy “hotties” at for-profit 
bikini car washes. Stabbings? We 
care about them, but only if you 
stab a window and break it. Then 
we care about weeks of hand- 
wringing editorials and letters, with 
a booster shot yearly. 

But mostly, we care about Cana- 
da (WOOO). We care about it so 
much, | couldn’t even bring myself 
to leave my front porch this Canada 
(WOOO) Day for fear of having my 
very personality washed away by the 
tide of patriotic liquor-sweat. | felt 
the love—tI smelled the love—from 
two blocks away, where | sat on my 
steps drinking Olde English 800 
which, by the way, is the only malt 
liquor my local booze-bin carries, 
and it’s (relatively) expensive as hell 
‘cause the cops are leaning on the 
vendors to stop carrying 40s in the 
hope The Bums will toddle off to 
somewhere more friendly. 

Welp! Sun’s coming up and |" 
coming down; the last hardcore 
party fiends to be booted from the 
bars stumbled past about two hou's 
ago, and the first folks to give up 0" 
standing in line are straggling by 
now. A new day dawns on the 
Dominion (um... AWHOO?), a new 
year of promise—and promises. 
Let’s get out there and get to work; 
the asses of the world aren’t going 
to kick themselves. —DARREN ZENKO 
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Spherical Trappers . 
icon is only one of 
many identities 
adopted by the 
Bootsmas, 
Edmonton’s leading 
mascot family 


By HEATHER ADLER 


Edmonton Trappers’ beloved 

oversized baseball Homer to your 
local high school’s cavorting and 
spirit-instilling anthropomorphic 
bear (or whatever), pretty much 
everyone has come across at least 
one furry harbinger of sporting 
enthusiasm at some point in their 
life. But few ever stop to consider 


Fes: the hyperactive antics of the 


that there’s a person hiding some-. 


where in there, buried deep within 
that cocoon of Macarena dance 
moves, faux fur and Spandex. 

More than 100 different profes- 
sional mascots, a veritable army of 
brave cavorting souls from all walks 
of life, don their foamy uniforms to 
represent Edmonton’s vast expanse 
of athletic clubs, charitable organiza- 
tions and corporations. It’s a whole 


pier world inside the mascot, one © 


filled with sticky-fingered children, 
drunk football fans, terrified seniors, 
stifling heat and the occasional beat- 
ing—and it’s a world that the Boots- 
ma family knows all too well. 

Wanda Bootsma, her husband Ed 
and 16-year-old daughter Ruby are a 
family of mascots that have been in 
the tail-wagging trade for four years. 
As a family, they've endured all the 
ups and downs that come with 
being a living logo in their tours of 
duty as Homer (for the Edmonton 
Trappers), Tracker (during the 
World's Track and Field Champi- 
onships), Scooter (the Humane Soci- 
ety) and Golfer (the Girl Scouts). 

.Ed and Wanda both have profes- 
sional careers—as an investment 
accountant and a contractor with 
Epcor, respectively—but found 
themselves bitten by the mascotting 
bug when Edmonton hosted the 
World’s. “I’ve always been involved 
as a volunteer in this city,” Wanda 
Bootsma explains, “but I’d never 
even thought about being a mascot 
until the World’s came. They were 
desperately short on volunteers and 
they needed someone to chaperone 
the mascots, so [Ed and I] ended up 
doing it. We really enjoyed the expe- 
rience, started going out to all kinds 
of events as actual mascots, and as 
soon as Ruby reached the height 
where she could fill the outfits, we 
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grabbed her too.” 


NOW, THE FAMILY OFTEN mascots 


as a team: Wanda regularly attends - 


baseball games and charity events as 
Homer while Ruby acts as a chaper- 
one, watching out for any would-be 
pranksters tempted by the easy tar~ 


. get of a defenceless, overstuffed 


sphere with arms. Although the 
Bootsmas describe the majority of 
people as “generally pretty well- 


[FEATURE 


behaved,” they also admit there. 


have been plenty of times when 
having a professional wrangler on 
hand is essential. 

“Football games aren’t good for 
mascots,” Wanda says with a hesi- 
tant ldugh. “I worked at one [as 
Nanook the Bear] and I’ll never do 
it again because the crowd was just 
very rude; there were a lot of peo- 
ple there who were just obscene 
and drinking. They're constantly 
trying to have sex with the mascot 
or use the mascot’s tail to do some- 
thing inappropriate—it’s not a 
pleasant sight.” 

Aside from the danger of 
overzealous tail-humpers, the Boots- 
mas say they've suffered everything 
from having drinks thrown in their 


faces to being pelted with baseballs 
by their own home team. But since 
mascots are, in essence, meant to be 
a symbol of all things good, they are 
forbidden to retaliate in any way— 
they aren't even allowed to speak 
while in costume. “Mascots are nice 
and they don’t do anything more 
threatening than give hugs—when it 
gets rough you just have to leave 
because you're actually in danger,” 
Wanda explains, citing as a typical 
example a recent Little League tour- 
nament where she was knocked to 
the ground by a mob of hyperactive 
tykes. “Some costumes are pretty 
well-protected, but the pants are just 
like wearing a pair made of heavy 
polyester, so there isn’t much 
padding there. It’s only the odd per- 
son who gets carried away, but that’s 
more than enough.” 


“{T DEFINITELY TAKES a particular 
kind of person to be a mascot,” 
agrees’‘Karen Gurba, a spokesperson 
for the Edmonton Trappers and the 
team’s official mascot custodian. 
“You have to like kids, have no inhi- 
bitions, be expressive and, most 
importantly, be a little bit crazy. 
Usually people are well-behaved, but 
sometimes little kids that get carried 
away and go pounding on the mas- 
cot—they’ll attack him or go after 
him with bats. Homer was just at a 
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baseball tournament and got bowled 
over bya bunch of boys; he got 
knocked around by them and they 
just wanted to rip his pants off, so 
he had to leave. 

“Anyone who wants to do it can 
do it, though,” she continues. “Usu- 
ally people just call me up and ask 
me if they can be Homer, so we've 
had people from all walks of life fill 
our costume. When you're in a mas- 
cot, you become that person and for- 
get about who you actually are, so 
you leave all your inhibitions at the 
door and you have fun.” 

“It’s just fun to make a great big 
fool of yourself because nobody 
knows who you are, so you can just 
be out there acting goofy and mak- 
ing people smile,” adds Ruby Boots- 
ma. “People you would think are shy 
can get into the costume and 
become just as outgoing and ridicu- 
lous as anyone else.” 

And while it’s true, as Wanda 
observes, that there will always be 
the inevitable few who yearn to 
inflict violence on the mascots of 
the world, all it takes is one happy 
face to make it all worthwhile. “See- 
ing the kids smile and get excited is 
absolutely the best part about doing 
this,” she says. “The first time a kid 
says, ‘I wuv you’ and kisses you on 
the nose or tells you ‘Happy Canada 
Day,’ you'll be hooked.” @ 5 
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It was a particularly moving week in 
the world of Hagar the Horrible, one 
packed with tales of longing, sacrifice, 
and artist Chris Browne’s signature 
commentary on the folly of man’s 
hubris that has made Hagar one of 
the most celebrated and important 
comics of our time. Although there 
were countless heart-rending 
vignettes dealing with Helga’s dissatis- 
faction with her failing marriage, the 
desolate, never-ending winters of 
Norway and daughter Honi’s inability 
to consider the feelings of others that 
threatens to tear the family apart, 
there’s simply not enough room to 
discuss them all here. Instead, here 
are two particularly outstanding 
comics that beg further exploration. 
On Monday, Browne started the 
week off with a bang, once again bran- 
dishing his acerbic, nothing-is-sacred 
wit by taking a daring swing at the per- 
ceived snootiness of the British people. 
A single-panel effort, we join Hagar and 
his hilarious band of horn-helmeted 
marauders as they race towards a castle 
gate with a battering ram. “Surely the 
owners of this castle will have some 
sort of defense implemented,” the 
reader thinks. But no! Dizzyingly, the 
reader is jolted into accepting the unac- 
ceptable, as one sees that there is no 
such defense prepared, just a lone man 
in butler’s garb, his nose upturned, 
standing in Hagar's way. He is unafraid, 
undaunted by the grim spectre of his 
impending demise as he asks in a flow- 
ery, scripted font, “Who shall | say is 
calling?” Lucky Eddie, Hagar’s funnel- 
adorned comic foil, is clearly moved by 
this fearless display of protocol as he 
wonders aloud, “Why do the English 
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This Week: Hagar the Horrible 


Every week, Classics of Western Literature offers a thorough recap and indepth 
critque of the themes and “jokes ” presented in one of the comic strips that grace 
the pages of Edmonton's daily newspapers. 


have to be so formal?” Tragic? Decid- 
edly. But like Hagar, we must go on. 
This harrowing episode wa; 
quickly followed up by an equally bit. | 
ing look at mankind's innate inability 
to diet properly. Hagar, depicted 
sharing a drink with Eddie at the local | 
pub, is aware that one day his excess 
weight will kill him, but nonetheless 
feels powerless to achieve the 
physique he desires. Driven to the 
point of madness by his inner con- 
flict, Hagar bravely makes an effort to 
mask his torment with forced 
humour; he announces to Eddie that 
he is going on the “24-Hour, Think 
ing Man’s Diet,” perhaps betraying 
the degree to which his struggle is 
consuming his mind. Curious, and no 
doubt concerned for his only friend's 
well-being, Eddie asks how the diet | 
works, and Hagar, his back turned as 
if to hide his shame, joylessly 
explains. “For 24 hours you think 
about going on a diet,” he begins— 
but he pauses, lost in momentary 
despondency, trying to find a way to 
express his anguish. Eventually, he 
continues in a second word balloon 
” .. and then you stop thinking about 
it.” His words hang in the air. “And 
then you stop thinking about it.” 
The reader is forced to deal with 
the fact that even Hagar, this proud, 
strong Nordic warrior, cannot find 
the strength within himself to con- 
front the burden he bears. Ultimately, 
we walk away having learned an 
important lesson: being a fat Viking 
sucks, and thanks to Browne's 
unflinching observational skills and 
sparse artwork, it’s a lesson that the 
reader surely won't soon forget. © 
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I'd kicked the habit, you know? | even 
loaned my copy to my ex-girlfriend so 
she could play it with her fiancée; 
that’s how big a boy | thought | was. 
But then... oh, then. | caught a whiff st 


infinite see? | started catching the rumours 


F and screens—I honestly tried to avoid 
lives them!—for the next GTA game, due 
. Out this fall, and | was back on the 

mainline. Spider-Man, Thief, even Jak 
2—1'll take anything that | can, even 


By DARREN ZENKO for a second, to scratch that itch. | 

mean, once you've played the best 

Ain’t life Grand? game ever made, how can you stay 
away forever? 

Uh... what time is it? 6 a.m., you say? I’m going to tell you a little bit 


sage e eee —+ 


Oh, Jesus; it's been a while since this about GTA: San Andreas now, and 
happened; even Thief 3(I'llbe damned then I'll make a little prediction. There 
if 'm going to call it Deadly Shadows; are some small, cool things, like the 
that name would stink on the frozen fact you'll be able to steal bicycles 
surface of Europa) didn’t ruin my life now. Fun! And apparently, the thugs 
this badly, as badly as the Spider-Man2 you gather to your bad self will now 
game has ruined it. Now, don’t getme _ be able to do more than simply stand 
wrong; | didn’t stay up until the sun- around your pad waiting to be used 
shiny hours playing that game. |stayed for weapons-testing purposes. Fun as 
up until the sunshiny hours doing the — well; all fun! But wait: here’s the kick- 
work that | didn’t do during the day er. For a long time, there was a ques- | 
because | was playing that game. tion as to where the game would be 
There's a difference, and it’s subtle, but set. GTA was set in a NYC/Chicago 
it changes everything. In one case, analog, Vice City was a Miami ana- 
you're up all night having fun. In the log... it stood to reason the next 
other, you're up all night having no game would be Californian, or Vega- 
fun, after an entire day of no fun. You soid. Was “San Andreas,” we (mean- 
think | enjoyed myself, webslinging ing me and my millions of fellow 
while all this goddamn work was loom- __ junkies) asked, an analog of San Fran- 
ing over me? No! It was misery. But... cisco? Los Angeles? Las Vegas? 
1... couldn't... stop. How about all three? San Andreas 
Now, this isn’t a review of Spider- isn’t a city; it’s a goddamn state. The 
Man 2; that's for elsewhere. This is—if state of California, with Vegas annexed. 
you can believe it, if you can believe Blocks and blocks of urbs and burbs, 
\‘d dare, after all this time—another miles and miles of highway, acres and 
Grand Theft Auto column. Because | acres of desert. It’s... it’s... oh, dear 
know what my apparent addiction to sweet Lord | want to play it now now 
Spider-Man really is, what every other now. I... Okay. Look. | don’t want to talk 
game-addiction I’ve had in the past about it anymore. It just aches too bad. 
year has been: a desperate attempt to But here’s the prediction, and it’s 
fill the gap left where GTA: Vice City not exactly Edgar Cayce material, 
once was. Once you've got yourself either, if you think about it for a sec- 
good and rocked on the GTA, every ond. Remember the “you can pick up 
other game is like methadone... or a hooker then beat her up and steal 
something; what the helldo! know back your money” angle on GTA? 
about hard drug rehab? The pointis Okay; they’re still making moral- 
that, two years after Vice City, even guardian hay off that one in the Halls 
more years after GTA3, conversations of Power. Remember “Kill all the 
like this are still happening: Haitians!” and the trouble that stirred 


ME: Yeah, so, in Spider-Man you up? Remember how GIA instantly ot Say: ii 
can basically go anywhere you want superseded Doom and Mortal Kombat “4 ee WH AT vO U K N OW > 
and do whatever, whenever. in the Unholy Trinity from which we 

BUDDY: So it’s, like, Grand Theft must Protect Our Children. Right; okay. 
Spider-Man? Now think about California. Think 


Gaming magazines still discuss about the racial tensions. Think about 
any upcoming crime-and-driving Compton and East L.A. Think about 


ooo ams 


game “A” titles like The Getaway, Dri- _ illegal immigrants and biker gangs and aon 
ver 3 (I'll be damned if I'm gonna call Las Fucking Vegas. Think about all the = 

it Driv3r) and "B” dogs like Mafia in things a young black criminal (you are 

terms of “Is [x] the GTA-killer?” Killer? not Italian-American Tommy Vercetti 


? 

{ 

Killer? A game nearly four years old, this time out) could get up to in Cali 
} 
} 


and it’s still alive to be killed? That’s with nothing more than a gun and a AG Al Nic 

no game. That’s a zombie, a vampire, vehicle. Think about the extreme www. TH | N K- Ca 

or maybe... a god? An addictive god, hypersensitivity of every group of = oe oa _— — ss = 
like the entheogenic machine in Karel _ Hyphen-Americans. " 

Capek’s The Absolute at Large. Hoo-ha; this is going to get messy. 


! was good for a while; | thought _ Right after it gets incredibly fucking fun. © 
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Simply the Bestest 


Vue Weekly exposes our city’s hidden gems once again in the Bestest of Edmonton 


By VUE STAFF 


ILLUSTRATED BY JAMES GRASDAL 


en Vue Weekly published its first 
We of Edmonton” issue last 
year (or should that be 
“firstest’?), we wanted it to be an anti- 
dote to all those yearly “best of the city” 


features that turn up in so many alt- 
weeklies all over North America. “Sure,” 
we thought to ourselves, “it’s fun to find 
out who got voted the city’s best burger 
joint or best-stocked video store or 


coolest nightclub, but do any of those 
¢ategories really have anything to do 
with what makes a city—particularly a 
city as unique as Edmonton—really spe- 
cial or distinctive?” God knows our very 


existence relies on the generosity of 
local advertisers, but surely, we thought, 
there’s got to be more to a city than just 
the names in the Yellow Pages. 

And so we asked our staff of writers 


to come up with a collection of mini- 
essays celebrating the quirky, un-adver- 
tised aspects of Edmonton that make 
living here such a special experience (as 
well as the things which make it frus- 
trating too). It was a big hit, and so we 
put the call out again this year—anq 
once again we received dozens upon 
dozens of replies paying passionate trib. 
ute to everything from Edmonton’; 
bestest gazebo to its bestest shoemake; 
to its bestest dragon. The Bestest oj 
Edmonton may be subjective, solipsistic 
and at times downright snarky, but we 
think, for all its imperfections, it ca), 
tures the true, spiky essence of Edmon. 
ton better than any bland Chambe; «; 
Commerce brochure ever could. Enjoy! 
(Compiled by Paul Matwychuk; wr, 
ten by James Elford, Amy Fung, Karen 
Howell, Chad Huculak, Agnieszka Mat: 
jko, Paul Matwychuk, Stephen Notley 
Darren Parke, Dan Rubinstein, Steven 
Sandor, Jay Smith and Darren Zenko) 


Bestest ship model 

It’s probably the fault af that-monstrosi- 
ty sitting in Phase Three of West Edmon 
ton Mall that the idea of exhibiting a 
recreated pirate ship in a mall hardly 
raises an eyebrow nowadays. Perhaps 
that’s why nobody seems to know any- 
thing about the more modestly scaled 
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model sitting in the Tucker Amphithe- 
atre upstairs in the Citadel building. A 
beautiful centrepiece to stare at while 
you sit and enjoy your lunch break, the 
ship also mysteriously bears the Quebe- 
cois flag as its lone sail. (AF) 


Bestest free swim 

The pools at the Legislature ground pro 

vide. the perfect spot to cool-down for 
free—especially at lunchtime on a boll- 
ing hot weekday. Not only are there 
fewer kids (and therefore less risk of run- 
ning into a terrible unidentified warm 
spot) but the place will be filled with 
workers trying to milk every second they 
can out of the nice weather. There's 
something about seeing all those people 
wandering out of their fluorescent-lit 
Offices to get some Vitamin D or work 
off some of that “bureaucrat ass” that 
makes the pleasantness of your own sit 
uation so much more apparent. (JE) 


Bestest flooding 

| don’t know if the heavy rains like 
we've had will trigger this rare event, 
but spring runoff sure does. Down in 
Mill Creek, there’s a low point where 
the trail runs through a lovely stand o! 
pines beside the creek. When the creek 
clears its banks, it spreads out through 
the shady trees and the effect is quite 
beautiful, and very Dagobah The 
flooding creek covers the trail, so you're 
left standing there, looking out across 
15 feet of water at walkers blocked 
from the opposite direction, so‘ of 
grinning at each other and saying 
“wow,” both sides’ walk in the park CU" 
short by the forces of nature. It seems 
more profound when you're high. (02) 


Bestest thunderstorm 

vantage point 

Watch the clouds and lightning fro™ 
the small gazebo at the end of the Vic- 
toria Promenade. When the worst !§ 
over, walk east to the sculpture where 
the water falls down angled step® 
Don’t forget a thermos of hot choco 
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sper Avenue garden 
little hard to see from the 
a small garden has sprouted 
he overhang at New City. While 
‘no Butchart Gardens, it’s a nice cre- 
i an empty space that would 
have just sat there until someone could 
figure out a way to make it a patio— 
presumably in the year 2525. Thankful- 
ly, this tiny, potted plant-filled enclosure 
will fill in that time and bring a small 
dose of tranquility to the ever-busy 
jounge and a little touch of nature to 


the ever-paved Jasper Ave. (JE) 


Bestest perching steps 

Although loitering is greatly frowned 
upon, it’s a pastime everyone enjoys 
from time to time. With Slurpee in hand 
and some good conversation... um... in 
mouth, the steps in front of Chianti’s on 
Whyte Ave and 105 Ave are a great 
place to spend an afternoon. Assessing 
the crowds in a well-shaded spot and 
indulging in allegedly witty repartee 
with friends, why waste money on flat 
patio beer when unoccupied steps, 
benches, curbs and railings literally force 
you to experience the streets? (AF) 


Bestest place to meet an online 
dating partner for the first time 
The Grant Notley gazebo at the top of 
Victoria Park Road. If the person turns 
out to be a dud, you can “go get 
something you forgot in your car,” 
parked by LeMarchand. If things look 
promising, there are a number of 
good coffee shops and restaurants 
close by. And if you’re both there for 
no other reason than to bump uglies, 
the discreet river valley is right there 
for your recreational needs. (KH) 


Bestest area for a romantic 
evening walk on the north side 

if you venture into the Castle Downs 
suburb on Edmonton’s mythical north- 
ern half of the map, you can find Beau- 
maris Lake. It’s artificial, but nice 
vegetation and trees surround it so that 
it creates a private atmosphere and not 
just some rich guy's private pond. A 
lengthy walkway surrounds it, complete 
with lamps and plenty of make-out 
benches if you shoo the ducks away. 
Plus, Beaumaris Lake is one of the few 
places you can go where you and your 
sweetie won’t be interrupted by a 
searchlight from Edmonton’s Air-1 heli- 
copter looking for street racers. (CH) 


Bestest thing to do with a 
lady-friend at four in the 
morning on a pleasant winter's 
night other than sex 

What could possibly be more romantic 
than a Spontaneous, wee-hours, early 
morning trek out to City Hall to take 
your loved one skating on the pond? 
With no one else around to bother 
you, you've got that peculiar pyramid, 
the monolithic clock tower and other 
redundant architecture setting a tech- 
Fo-Egyptian atmosphere, and just you 
and your girl cutting figure eights in 
the moon! To be honest, | don’t 


activity. But it’s such a beautiful way to 
end thr ag that until I’m told 


Bestest place downtown to bust 
out the (medical) marijuana 

By the wooden steps leading into the 
river valley, just south of the hotels and 
the apartment blocks, there’s a Qrassy lit- 
tle knoll. It’s close to the downtown bars, 
and it has a really fantastic view of the 
valley and the south side. It’s on a steep 
embankment which gives it the feel of a 
private natural amphitheatre. The mood 
is hard to describe, except it makes me 
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Edmontonian. But am | so freakishly far 
outside the range of normal human 
bodies that Edmonton Transit can’t 
design a seat big enough to accommo- 
date me? Instead, | must bend my legs 
at an angle so extreme that there’s 
barely room for even the most pixielike 
fellow passenger to sit next to me. | 
worry that it’s only a matter of time 
before ETS starts treating me like those 
overweight airline passengers in the 


Bestest place to find Castor Canadensis 


The river valley path, west of the parking lot in Government House Park, 
where the noisy food van sometimes sits with its generator running. Look for 
a brave little beaver on the grass at the top of the hill. 


Honourable mention: the north side of the walking bridge off Hawrelak 


Park, home to a large dam. (KH) 


think of childhood, in the country, sur- 
rounded by beauty in a quiet place 
where you can really enter into a state of 
mind that these days usually only comes 
from mild self-medication. A truly fantas- 
tic, mellow location for reclining with 
good friends to partake in some innocu- 
ous illegal activities—not hurting any- 
one, mind you—and not get bothered 
by cops or panhandlers or idiots with 
obnoxiously loud cars or stereos. A place 
where you can just chill out and shoot 
the shit. If and when, of course, you 
have a legal doctor's prescription to par- 
take in such activities. (DP) 


Bestest motorcycle day trip 
Beaumont for breakfast, down to 
Camrose for coffee and bookstore 
browsing, across to Calmar for ice 
cream, north to Devon and a walk 
around the Gardens, back to Edmon- 
ton in time to park at the Tim Horton’s 
on Whyte Avenue and exchange after- 
market equipment tips. Rebel by 
avoiding Groat Road. (KH) 


Worstest anti-tall seat design 
\‘m about 6’5", which | admit makes 
me significantly taller than the average 


U.S. and charge me for two fares every 
time | climb on board. Runner-up: 
the Varscona Theatre, who a couple of 
seasons ago installed dozens of plush 
new seat cushions that I’m sure most 
audience members find very comfy 
indeed but which force me to spend 
two hours with the edge of the seat in 
front of me rammed up into the soft 


flesh just beneath my kneecap. (PM) 


Bestest display of public art 


Every spring, there was a tear in my 
beer for all the metal sculptures relegat- 
ed to what my friends and | dubbed 


how they just appeared one day, too, as 
if they had rained down from the heav- 
ens. Doesn't that thunder god wield a 
hammer? (JS) 


Bestest animal kingdom moment 

We're on 105A St, just south of 76 
Ave, and stop to watch an enormous 
flock of Bohemian waxwings convene 
for a feed of berries in a stand of trees. 
Suddenly, in a cloud of wings, hun- 


dreds of chattering birds take off. We 
see a merlin flying away with a 
waxwing in its talons. Following it 
down the block, we see the merlin 
perched in an evergreen, glaring at us. 
(Later, when recounting the story to a 
friend over beers, | describe how a 
marlin swooped in and snatched its 
prey. Flying killer fish—next year in the 
Bestest of Edmonton.) (DR) 


Bestest sanctuary 

The Clifford E. Lee Bird Sanctuary is an 
out-of-the-way little park on the out- 
skirts of Edmonton—so close that you 


Worstest newspaper 


It 


delivery experience 


remains my most embarrassing mem- 
ory in all my years of living in Edmon- 


ton. Uncharacteristically drunk, having 
downed a fifth of vodkain record time 
at a friend’s party, it was up to me to nav- 
igate the seven blocks back to my own 


apartment at 3 a.m. Somehow | found my 


building 


. Somehow | got into the elevator and 


punched the correct button to get me to my floor. 


F- But fitting the k 
task for me and | ele 


‘ey into my lock proved too complex a 
cted instead simply to pass out on my 


doorstep. | awoke four hours later, mortified to find myself lying in 

a pool of my own vomit. Even more embarrassing, however, was discov- 
ering that morning’s Edmonton Journal had been tactfully placed beside 
my head by an undoubtedly disgusted journal deliveryperson. And let me 
tell you, my hangover was the stuff of international headlines. (PM) 


“the sculpture graveyard” outside the 
Fine Arts Building on the U of A cam- 
pus. More than a few times | debated 
requesting one of the monstrous metal 
figures for my front yard, reasoning that 
the asking price by that point would 
finally fit my budget. (Plus, a half-ton 
hunk of tortured steel, nicely positioned 
amidst my front-lawn grove of dande- 
lions, would superlatively declare my 
mettle to the neighbourhood.) So it 
was with much delight that | noticed 
that the lawn of Corbett Hall is the new 
gallery for the welded monoliths. | like 


can still hear the hum of the city wafting 
in through the trees. But when I’m 
there, surrounded by marshes, | feel as if 
| were on some secluded island. It’s the 
place | always went to clear up the 
stressful issues that cropped up in my 
life. Then, one day, | went for my little 
pilgrimage and was disheartened to find 
a few cars parked at the entrance. 
“Never mind,” | thought. “| won't know 
them anyway.” But, walking down the 
paths, | ran into not one, not two, but 
three local artists who had come there 
separately for the same reason. My little 


Secret, it seems, is an open book. (AM) 


Bestest stumbling home drunk path 

Everyone probably has their own special 
route home, but how many of them 
make you feel as if you've wandered 
completely out of the city? Well, the 
small paths on the university farms offer 
you a chance to wander through what 
feels like a very small rural back road 
without having to navigate any confus- 
ing wood-filled ravines (or evade any 
murderous hillbillies). While only a small 
number of people get to enjoy this 
experience (and who do will hopefully 
Tespect the university’s request not to 
interfere with anything and thereby ruin 
the route for everyone else) it’s a small 
pleasure that lets you get away from 
streetlights, cars and other drunks. (JE) 


Bestest place to get chilly 

on a hot day 

The shady side at Commonwealth Sta- 
dium. No matter how hot it gets on a 
summer day, the swirling breeze 
makes sitting in the shadows a brisk 
experience. Veteran Eskimos fans know 
to always bring a jacket, even on the 
sunniest of summer afternoons. (SS) 


Bestest place to imagine 

yourself as Spider-Man 

That'd be the southeast corner of the 
City Centre at 101 St and 102 Ave. For 
one thing, City Centre’s the cheapest 
and most convenient place to see Spi- 
der-Man, and once you're done it’s the 
only real spot in town you can emerge 
from the movie and look up to see a 
skyscaper or two. We don’t have a lot 
of web-slinging locales in this town but 
if you stand on that street corner, your 
head full of thwips, you can easily fire 
some imaginary webbing up at semi- 
towering Manulife Place, swing over to 
Edmonton Centre, do a couple of ooh- 
ahh-insipring spins around Scotia Place 
before getting enough air to maybe 
make it to the Chateau Lacombe or the 
IPL tower before having to plunk imag- 
inarily down on top of a bus to make it 
out to West Ed to fight the Lizard. Or 
maybe Mysterio. (SN) 


Bestest place for hot 

and risqué outdoor sex 

If you've got a hankering for some 
sweaty outdoor sexposure during our 
brief summer months, then please 
don’t go to Grandview Point overlook- 
ing the Quesnel Bridge. Not only does 
it offer a great view at night, but it’s 
also relatively hidden from the nearby 
houses and offers a good view of any- 
one coming up the stairs from below. 
Complete with a wooden bench/look- 
out that offers more Kama Sutra posi- 
tion possibilities than splinters, the 
place is definitely sexcellent. So don’t 
go there. | don’t want to see the 
sweaty imprints of anyone else’s ass 
cheeks when ! go for my own mid- 
night romps. (JE) 


Bestest videogame parlour 

Remember how your parents used to 
warn you to stay out of the arcade? 
Remember when you thought games 
like Dragon’s Lair and Pole Position 
were perfect reasons to blow 10 bucks 
in quarters? Well, if you miss the old 
vintage games, Edmonton Internation- 
al Airport is still filled with ‘em. A myri- 
ad of the classics are there... after all, 


_ MUEWEEKLY «EBD. 


West 


Worstest bandwagon 


In the City of Champions, each and every 
sports fan is hungry for a winner. But cheer- 
ing for the Calgary Flames? A generation 


ago, Edmontonians would have rather taken 
a sledgehammer to their own vehicle rather 
than fly a Flames flag from’one of the win- 
dows. Message to the bandwagoneers: it 
wasn’t our party. We weren't invited. What's 
next? Dallas Stars flags next season? (SS) 


who needs the polygons and real-time 
animations? (SS) 


Bestest public clock 

For those of us who don’t wear watches 
and are oblivious to the advantages of 
cellular mobility, public clocks are the 
only things keeping us synchronized 
with the rest of civilization. Edmonton 
has everything from sundials to digital 
readouts, but the handsomest clock of 
‘em all sits in front of the Wesfin Hotel. 
A holdover from the old Post Office 
Building that once stood in its place, the 
time can be read from almost any direc- 
tion, whether you’re sipping a drink at 
Donna or walking east from Rice 
Howard Way. (AF) 


Bestest underpass 

Have you ever wondered who put in 
the owl reliefs into the underpass by 
the legislature? And why? It’s not that | 
don’t like them—they’re fun, decora- 
tive and break the monotony of the 
dreary underpass. But if the idea was to 
scare off birds, then a bit more research 
may have been in order. It never ceases 
to amuse me to see this long row of 
owls poised to pounce with their sharp 
talons on unsuspecting birds, surround- 
ed on each side by a long row of happi- 
ly cooing doves. (AM) 


Bestest gazebo 
Coming down from the north side of 
the North Saskatchewan, right before | 


begin my trek across the High Level 
Bridge, | habitually stop at Constable 
Ezio Faraone Park for a moment to take 
in the view. With a panoramic skyline 
laid out before you from your vantage 
point at the very heart of the city, you're 
on top of everything in sight, yet some- 
how dwarfed by the big, open sky. Only 
in the prairies is this possible. The view 
is quintessential Edmonton, and the 
sonorous clock at the Legislature will let 
you know you're now late for wherever 
you were going. (AF) 


Bestest view of downtown 

There are lots of great views of Edmon- 
ton to be had, though deciding 
between them is generally a question 
of figuring out which high place you 
like best. Good ground-level views are 
much more scarce, and the Fort Hill 
View is the bestest of them. Stroll north 
from 84 Avenue on 106A Street, cross 
the trolley tracks and an alley, and 
head down the hill. The glistening 
phalli of our boomtime hopes and 
dreams will soon come into view, 
framed picturesquely by the 
Saskatchewan Drive bridge and a shit- 
load of trees. Artsy! (DZ) 


Worstest reminder that Big Brother 
is, indeed, watching you 

As much as | hate them too, at least 
with the Whyte Ave cameras (oh, 
they’re back‘on—haven’t you heard?) 
you can just ignore them and they 
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don’t interrupt your conversations by 
shining big goddamn lights in your 
face. At least the cameras don’t crawl 
across the river and scale up to the 
window of your building to wake you 
up with their incessant, rapid and sup- 
posedly silent thudding. Every time | 
see that damn Air-1 zipping noisily 
across the sky spying on the guilty and 
the (far, far more often) innocent alike, 
ali | can see is.a-smug Bob Layton lying 
back like Jabba the Hutt in the cockpit, 
simultaneously piloting the chopper 
and manning the searchlight, chortling 
like a madman and seeing who else’s 
business he can mind. “Aha!” you say. 
“If you had nothing to hide, it would- 
n’t bother you!” Well, smart-ass, | do 
have something to hide—my private 
life from people with no place in it! I’m 
Bob Layton. (DP) 


Bestest spontaneous 

protest chant 

On the final night of Folk Fest a couple 
years ago, mere moments after the 
“Kumbaya’”-like strains of lan Tyson’s 
“Four Strong Winds” finale had faded, 
Edmonton’s police helicopter appeared 
overhead. It came in low and loud—at 
least it felt that way—prompting a 
handful of provocateurs in the crowd 
to bust out a few rounds of “| feel safe! 
| feel safe!” (DR) 


Worstest juxtaposition 

of late-night revelry 

We leave Folk Fest after midnight on a 
Saturday. It’s dark and quiet in the Mill 
Creek ravine. Too dark. Too quiet. Our 
bike lights allow us to see the path as 
we silently pedal south towards Whyte 
Ave. Up ahead, we can hear a faint 
sound, yet it doesn’t seem to be get- 
ting any closer. Finally, we see the 
blinking red taillights of another cyclist 
and hear him wheezing away into a 
harmonica while plying the path. Very 
tranquil. Very nice. But that serenity is 
shatterea a few minutes later when we 
emerge from the ravine and cut 
through the corner of Whyte and 103 
St on the way home, just in time to 
watch the booze bus disgorge another 
round of screaming, puking kids onto 


an already chaotic strip of clubbers, 
cops and muffler-less cars. (DR) 


Bestest fight 

While some may take a perverse plea- 
sure in watching the drunken antics of 
terminally stupid bar-brawlers, the best 
fights this city has to offer are clearly the 
ones that draw their combatants from 
the ranks of the elderly. They may not 
be much for physical combat, but these 
octogenarian battlers can really tear the 
roof off without using a single vulgarity. 
I've never seen people repeatedly wish 
each other “a good day!” with as much 
vicious spite as a couple of elderly folks 
arguing over—of all things—Bush’s Iraq 
policy. | had to be careful to stifle my 
laughter, though; after all, | wouldn’t 
want to interfere with everyone having 
such a good day. (JE) 


Bestest street to hit up 

a street race 

Anytime after dark, street racers crawl 
out of their mom’s basements to show 


Worstest 
construction 
worker 


Ever wonder how the Churchill Square 


off their Wal-Mart car parts-laden rice- 
rockets and race passenger vans any- 
where on 66 St. Be careful, though: 
some of them don’t like to lose and 
will throw dead AAA batteries at your 
car window. (CH) 


Bestest place to play chicken 
Coming out of the Crowne Plaza Hote! 
parking lot. As soon. as the light turns 
green for the northbound drivers on 
Bellamy Hill, gun it and see who 
brakes first. (KH) 


Worstest bottoming out 

The entrance to Cinema City 12 on 99 
Street. If you’re late for the movie and 
try to dart left across northbound traf- 
fic, be prepared to leave some metal 
behind. (KH) 


Worstest accident risk 

Ever try turning off onto the Yellow- 
head eastbound from Wayne Gretzky 
Drive? The on ramp immediately 
diverts your vehicle into traffic, with no 


redesign can be so far behind schedule? | 

know | did until | wandered downtown to take 

a peek at the workers labouring so hard to ensure 
that the project was ready in time for our various 
summertime celebrations. Instead of seeing the 
industrious men | remembered from construction 
company promotional videos of yore, | spotted 
one man struggling with an iron bar. His struggle 
went thusly. Stand over bar. Look down at bar. 
Think about it. Bend down. Grasp bar. Lifting with 
the knees, pick bar up. Hold. Look left. Look right. 
Bend down and put bar on ground. Maybe 


this was his daily Pilates routine, but I'll 
never know since at that point | 

burst out laughing and he 

wandered off in 

anger. (JE) 
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at up to highway speed and 
fortably. There’s nothing 
1g to merge in front of an 18- 
whe sler that’s going about 30 km/h 
faster than you. Pray you don’t miss a 
gear... OF better yet, just stay away 
from that on-ramp! (SS) 


Make sure they‘re in the front seat of 
your car as you head south, speedily 
approaching the north entrance to the 
High Level Bridge—particularly effec- 
tive if another car is entering its own 
jane at the same time. (KH) 


Bestest bike route 
The trip downtown on a bicycle from 
the southside used to be, hands-down, 
one of the worst experiences (see com- 
mentary above on actually getting 
~ there). You can cut through the Legis- 
jature, risking the wrong-way-up one- 
way streets, dodging bored Leg-guards 
and wedding parties, and thereby 
ensure that those car-exhaust lung 
tumours keep slim ‘n’ trim, but really. | 
don’t know when the powers that be 
constructed the bike path alongside 
the trolley-car tracks, but someone up 
there is thinking of the little guy: you 
can’t even hear the traffic from 109 St, 
and they‘ve even landscaped the green 
corridor. Bless their hearts. (JS) 


Worstest “bike route” 

| have no idea how to cycle through 
downtown Edmonton. Maybe | should 
talk to a courier. | know | could try fol- 
lowing the little blue bike lane signs— 
bike routes that are distinguished from 
regular thoroughfares not because 
there are bike /anes but only because 
you're not necessarily risking your life 
by cycling down them—but down- 
town is already complicated enough. 
My real gripe, though, is that city plan- 
ners have timed the traffic lights on 
certain streets (105 and 106 Streets 
north of Jasper Ave as well as 103 Ave 
come to mind) so that when I’m riding 
my bicycle, | hit every red light. I’m 
sure the vehicles are happy, and | sup- 
pose that they’re actually spewing less 
exhaust in my face since this glorious 
synchronization enables them to cruise 
for blocks, but whatever happened to 
encouraging all those commuters to 
use alternative transport? (JS) 


Bestest dangerous (and free) 
first date 


condone trespass- 
lultery and the use of 
illegal substances, sometimes it hap- 
Pens. If you up for cash, sober 
and want to go on a bit of a thrill ride 
with a snaz ‘w somebody, walk the 


Caveats (i. 


fall or get run 
over by the trolley car)—and you are 
Still breaking ti 


i e law. That said, the 
Wooden slats | rethsthe ain tracks 


air | 
in good excuse to hold 
ds) 
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Bestest perennially empty and 
abandoned lot in an otherwise 
overdeveloped neighbourhood 
The clear winner in this category for 
over a decade with no sign of losing its 
spot is the old Esso station location on 
Whyte Ave and 105 St, kitty corner to 
Chapters. Legend tells us that the dirt 
fre a annn fnmmad_off square of 
nothing next to Funky Pickle/Sympo- 
sium is so suffused with toxic gasoline 
fumes that it must remain fallow and 
unused for 600 years. Options such as 
aerating the soil have been rejected as 
costing money, so Edmontonians and 
Whyte Avers can rest assured that cen- 
turies of ignoring this blasted-out 
space lie before us until about 2590 
when we can celebrate the opening of 
a brand-new gas station to foul the 
earth anew. (SN) 


Worstest parking lot 

Rice Howard Way, which was meant to 
be a quiet downtown alcove, has 
become downtown’s biggest parking 


Worstest place for being accosted by people 
looking for change and/or cigarettes 


lot/stopping zone. There are only a 
handful of free parking spots on the 
Way, but drivers are always willing to 
flip on the hazards and block a very 
narrow street as they wait for one of 


I'm not a political person. | honestly don’t know what should be done about 
Poverty in the city, and | wouldn’t ever want to put down the way a person 
makes their living: Having said that, | am broke-assed easily 90 per cent 

of the time, and I get very uncomfortable when People ask me 

for precious money | don’t have or life-giving smokes | can’t 

spare. One place I’ve noticed this is happening disproportion- 

ately often is between the Citadel and Edmonton Centre, 

north of the ever-changing modern-art ruins of Churchhill 

Square. I'm not saying this should be discouraged—God knows 

I've been pretty down and out in my time and who knows when 

it might be me. It’s just an observation. (DP) 


the coveted spaces to free up. All of 
that effort just to avoid paying a few 
quarters at a meter. Note to city: meter 
those spots on Rice Howard Way in 
order to avoid the congestion! (SS) 


» ENGLAND 175) 


Register for your wedding and receive personalized service, guaranteed wedding day 
arrival, toll free ordering for out of town guests, complimentary gift wrapping and 


Worstest parking criminals 

The 24-hour meters at the University of 
Alberta. What possible justification 
could there be for 24-hour meters 
there? The 4 a.m. traffic rush? HUB Mall 
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businesses worried about client 
tumover? Drafting letters of support for 
shoddy citation in the wee hours? Dis- 
honourable mention: the airport Meet 
and Greet meters, which charge a dollar 
for every 10 minutes and are patrolled 
by what can only be described as highly 
motivated attendants. (KH) 


Worstest suburban devetopment 
South Edmonton Common, hands 
down. A “common” is commonly 
understood to be a common space, @ 
walking area, but anyone who's been to 
SEC knows it’s a pedestrian horrorshow, 
a frickin’ mall where you have to drive 
from store to store where arly walking is 
done across acres of parking lot. As 
Edmonton takes on the structure of a 
ring of life surrounding an ever-expand- 
ing inner-city dead zone, developing in 
precisely the opposite direction predict- 
ed by the city planners who created our 
World-Class LRT system, we find South 
Edmonton Common as the ugliest, fat- 
test, fastest-growing suburban cancer 
on the ass of this city, a sick tendril 
towards Calgary and the megalopolis 
that will engulf both cities by 2200. 
Futhermore, Edmonton Transit refuses 
to admit SEC's existence, leaving the 
biggest and fanciest movie theatre in 
town utterly inaccessible to anybody 
without a car. Guh. (SN) 


Bestest downtown development 

While downtown Edmonton is rife 
with new buildings and apartments, 
the best new development is actually 
the people who now wander between 


them. | still remember the days when 
nary a soul was to be seen downtown 
on a Friday night (aside from the occa- 
sional streetwalker, drunk or tourist 
clearly unimpressed by our city’s 
nightlife). The slow changes down 
Jasper way bring hope that one day 
we will no longer have to apologetical- 
ly redirect city visitors to Whyte Ave. 
Every AIGNt OM tie weele! <an sce poo 
ple strolling along the sidewalks, jay- 


Bestest 
sauna/steamroom 


Bonnie Doon. By a long shot. The glass- 
brick room is co-ed (so you can bring 
along friends of both sexes), and there 
are cold showers and a hot tub right 
outside, not to mention the swimming 
pool proper where you can do a few 
lengths before really relaxing. The peo- 
ple-watching factor is high; evenings 
seem to attract a neighbourhood grab 
bag of friendly folk sweatin’ away their 
worries. Come winter, the $4 entrance 
fee is a measly surcharge for the chance 
to feel genuinely warm. (JS) 


SUMMER WORKSHOPS 
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MUSIC 


ART 


Painting Flowers with Watercolour - July 12 - 16 
intro to Painting - July 19 - 23 

Colour Theory in Practical Use - Aug. 9 - 13 
Landscape Painting in Watercolour - Aug. 16 - 20 


NEW MEDIA 


Macromedia Flash - July 5 - 9 
Apple Final Cut Pro - July 12 - 16 
Web Design & Development - Aug. 16 - 20 


For information on 


Art: 497-4301 


BESTEST or EDMONTON 


walking and even urinating on the 
streets. Hey—we might finally be well 
on our way to having a “vibrant” 
downtown! (JE) 


Bestest city council-vexing 
block of public space 
Winston Churchill Square. It’s a tricky 


conundrum. We want it to look nice 
whaes meer Lots of green space and 


grass. But what about the way people 
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Vocals - July 12 - 16 
Studio Recording - July 12 - 16 
Studio Recording - July 19 - 23 
Guitar - July 26 - 30 


Drum - July 26 - 30. 


FOR CHILDREN 
Musical Theatre, Ages 9 - 12 
July 12 - 16 

Aug. 9 - 13 


New Media: 497-4336 


Music, Children’s Courses: 497-4303 
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make the green and grass muddy and 
not-nice by walking all over it during 
Jazz City and the Taste of Edmonton? 
Better replace it with stuff that can’t be 
made not-nice by walking on it, like 
concrete, But concrete is itself not nice! 
What can we do? Maybe some grass, a 
few trees? And around and around 
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Ouroboros, the snake eating its tail. All 
grass? All concrete? Perhaps some 
unholy fusion of the two? Sleep sound- 
ly knowing your municipal respresenta- 
tives will find exciting new ways to 
keep spending money changing it for 
ever and ever and ever. (SN) 


Bestest art 

With seven years of university educa- 
tion in fine art under my belt and a 
growing portfolio of art-related arti- 
cles, you’d think I’d have pretty 
sophisticated tastes. Well... maybe 
not. | may esteem the steel sculpture 
outside the Winspear, respect the blue 
abstract outside the Citadel and 
admire the blue fountain sculpture 
along Victoria Park Road, but the 
piece of Edmonton artwork that really 
makes me smile is the mural in the 
Bubbles car wash. | just love to sit 
there in 30-below weather and watch 
my car disappear behind a cloud of 
white bubbles as | sip coffee sur- 
rounded by a Tuscan garden of 
kitschy flowers. It’s the best. (AM) 


Bestest dog-traumatizing statue 
My sister came to live with me last 
summer, and when she took a side 


trip to the mountains with a friend, | 
was left alone to take care of Percy 
her black Labrador retriever. Onc 
afternoon, when both Percy ang | 
found ourselves bored out of ou; 
minds, | decided to take him for 4 
walk and pick up a couple of Dvp 


from the Rogers Vi 
avenue §iong SE Cok ToL AE td | 


guess what effect that life-sized biso, 
statue standing on the sidewalk }) 
the entrance would have on Percy’; 
mood—the stupid dog refused j, 
come within 15 feet of it and neay\y 
killed himself by darting suddenly int. 
the road in an effort to escape | 

dead-eyed, coppery glare. God knoy 

what would have happened jj | 
showed him that creepy 3-D rende; 

ing of Vincent van Gogh's head a few 
doors down. (PM) 


Bestest cheap way to 

“visit another city” 

Pack your day-pack, plug “Sudbury 
Saturday Night” into your portable- 
tune player and take the LRT for a 
joyride. Going to see a friend's gig 
somewhere far beyond my regular 
migration routes a couple weeks ago, 
watching urbanity from the windows 
of the LRT, | swore | was in some 
smoggy Latin American metropolis 
Disembarking at Belvedere station, | 
couldn’t help but laud the station art 
work: window-mural depictions of 
rural and working-class life in fa. 
stained glass. “Diego Rivera meets the 
City of Champions,” | declared. | know 
people live there; | know they call 


themselves Edmontonians. When’d 
this city get so big, anyway? (JS) 


Bestest impression of the Seine 
Heading westward down the 98 


avenue hill towards Gallagher Park at 
night offers a romantic view of the 
downtown lights reflected on the 
North Saskatchewan: Now, if we could 
find a nice Bateau Mouche for the 
Edmonton Queen.... (KH) 


Bestest place to read 

ancient manuscripts 

In the basement of the Rutherford 
Library at the University of Alberta, 
down stairs curved by decades of foot- 
steps, a small brown door opens into a 
glass-walled gallery. Behind the desk 
sits a librarian who will retrieve for you 
rare or unusual books, housed on 
shelves that are kept in the dark to pre- 
serve the pages: William Blake’s Night 
Thoughts, hand-coloured by the 
author; The Nuremberg Chronicles, 
which details in precise calligraphy the 
entire history of the world to that date 
(1493); or a magnificent facsimile copy 
of the Book of Kells. If it’s old, odd or 
obscene, you'll find it at the Bruce Peel 
Special Collections Library. (KH) 


Bestest literacy promoter 

I'm not sure how long this has been 
going on, but somebody has taken it 
upon themselves to leave mysterious 
little caches of quality used books atop 
mailboxes and Vue Weekly dispensers 
all over Whyte Avenue. The first time | 
noticed one of these piles, | assumed 


carolyn mark 
and her new best friends 
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the black dog 10425-whyte ave 


they still belonged to someone and 
didn’t take anything, even though | 
was sorely tempted by an out-of-print 
collection of essays about film comedy 
published by the National Society of 
Film Critics. But a couple of weeks ago, 
| decided that there’s a regular Johnny 
Novelseed in our midst who genuinely 
wants us to take home a book or two. 
If I'm wrong, though, Johnny, give me 
a call—t've got your copy of E.F. Ben- 
son’s Queen Lucia. (PM) 


Bestest (and simultaneously 
worstest) local advertising jingle 
You know, | often wonder what it’s 
like to be one of those people who 
sings and plays music for commer- 
cials. Imagine putting all that effort, 
feigning enthusiastic emotion to soul- 
fully and with a straight face tell the 
world that a full-grown man is “sweet 
as custard,” and then going on to 
assure them that this same man (who 
certainly must have paid for the dubi- 
ous privilege of this serenade out of 
his own pocket) “Always cuts the 
mustard every time.” It’s a terrible but 
virulently catchy little tune, and it has 
created a comfortable little home for 
itself deep inside my frontal lobe 
where | used to keep my ability to do 
long division. | fully expect it to some- 
day lay eggs and hatch ravenous little 
Mattress-Mattress girls. | begrudgingly 
admire every one of the sadistic mar- 
keting scientists involved in unleash- 
ing this little mind-enslaving ditty. 
Damn you, Al Peterson, you’ve won 
this time.... (DP) F 


Worstest radio trend 

In a new era of sports talk radio domi- 
nance, Edmontonians are exceptionally 
guilty of following the American pat- 
tern of using handles when calling into 
shows. No longer is it “Steve on line 
one.” It’s “Warrior on line one” or 
“Mad Cab Driver on line one.” Is this 
the new male wet dream? To establish 
some new persona in order to make a 
15-second comment on why or why 
not the Oilers should chase a first-line 
centre? It wouldn’t be so bad if people 
actually took the time to use a good 
handle—but most of them sound like 
they've been ripped off the WWE. 
Wouldn’t “Karl Hungus on line one” be 
so much better? (SS) 


Bestest local band name 

Besides being a musician, Trevor 
Anderson is the author of a children’s 
play called The Adventures of Nami 
Namersson, the Viking Who Liked to 
Name Things. “A rock band!” its titular 
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along the banks of the scenic North Saskatchewan 
River and only 15 minutes south west of Edmonton 
and 10 minutes from the International Airport. Once you 


4 here is no where else you can find a community 


arrive in Devon you will notice the open space and 


greenery — it’s part of life in our community. The lushness 


of the river valley continues throughout the residential 
areas. Tree-lined streets, parks and open spaces are 
centerpieces surrounded by homes for families. 


Children are safe here, Active caring neighbors look out for 
one another. The low crime rate makes Devon the envy of 


larger communities. A vast array of recreational 
opportunities keeps people involved, entertained, and 
busy. 


Devon is a full service community with all the social and 
commercial amenities one expects. Excellent schools are 


available from Kindergarten to Grade 12.A full service 
hospital complete with several doctors and other 


professional services such as dentists, optometrist, and a 


chiropractor are available to the public. In fact, Devon is 
becoming a regional health centre with : 


ervice as well, Pramieducation, 


healthcare to shopping and 
banking, we've got what you 
need, 


There is a housing style for every 
resident. Choose from single-family 
homes, apartments, condominiums, 
or rental accommodations. The 
Highwood is one of our newest 
residential developments complete 
with single family and duplex lots. 


Seniors enjoy a tranquil lifestyle while still being close to 
all the action and activity they desire. There's even a new 
61 unit Seniors Assisted Living complex that’s now 
available. 


Compare our recreation facilities - a beautiful 18 hole golf 
course, the best campground in the region, numerous ball 
diamonds and soccer fields for children and adults, hiking 
trails, cross country skiing, arena, swimming pool and 

plenty of general interest and specialized programs for all 
ages makes this a community to live in and be proud of. 


We want you to visit and find out for yourself what it’s like 
to live in a safe, caring and respected community. 
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For more information call Randy Bertrand, 
at the Town of Devon, 


Phone: (780)987-8307 
Fax: (780)987-4778 % 


or visit our website at: www.town.devon.ab.ca 
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DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply) 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


Alt-weekly readers’ polls are notorious- 
ly prone to ballot-stuffing, and so it 
was a relief to see that, as far as we 
can tell, there weren’t any special- 
interest cadres trying to warp the 
Bestest of Edmonton Readers’ 
Poll to their own nefarious ends. 
That’s bad news, however, for city 
councilor Michael Phair, who can’t 
blame his victory in the “worstest- 
dressed Edmontonian” category (nar- 
rowly edging out Klondike Kate) on 
any kind of sinister plot—I’m afraid he 
earned the title fair and square. 

The responses flowed into Vue 
headquarters via e-mail, snail-mail and 
completely illegible fax. Some were 
frustratingly terse, some were thrillingly 
verbose, and a special tip of the hat is 
owed to Far Fennig, easily our most 
imaginative and expansive entrant, who 
needed three whole pages to respond 
to everything. It took me the better part 
of Sunday to do it (God, but some of 
you people really need to work on your 
handwriting), but I’ve sifted through 
your responses and compiled the cream 
of the crop—the bestest of the bestest, 
if you will. —PauL MATWwyYCHUK 


Bestest reason to stay in Edmonton 
(3) “It’s almost impossible to lose 
yourself in the ‘scene.’ People here are 
approachable, not packed full of 
snooty poseurs like our neighbours 
down south.” 

(2) “It’s not Toronto.” 


(1) “No money to leave.” 


Bestest reason to leave Edmonton 
(3) “The beautiful town of Mundare 
and their yummy garlic sausage is defi- 
nitely a lure.” 

(2) “The undeniable wave of meth 
and sketch cases intruding upon our 
fine city. Sketch, jib, grit, white—what- 
ever name you throw in, it means the 
same thing: evil! This shit kills people 
from the inside out! It ruins lives, fami- 
lies, clubs, music and caused death to 
the scene. The ‘mainstreaming’ of this 
rotten shit currently taking place will 
eventually end up like the heroin prob- 
Jem in Van. Mark my words!” 

(1) “Heaven becomes earthbound.” [I 
have no idea what this means, but it 
sure sounds poetic! —Ed.] 


Bestest thing about Ralph Klein 
(3) “His hair.” 

(2) “I'm thinking... I’m thinking... 
Still thinking.... Got it! Keeping the 
drinking age at 18! Yay! Eighteen-year- 
old bar sluts! Plenty for all!” 

(1) “He plagiarizes like the rest of us.” 


Worstest thing about Ralph Klein 
(3) “’Shoot it, shovel it and shut up.” 


(2) “His willingness to snivel and say 
sorry over the amount of booze he 
drank before showing up at the home 
less shelter for men. He shouldn't have 
apologized. After all, he didn’t DUI and 
he showed interest in the down and 
out of society, which no other elected 
official has done since God was a boy!’ 
(1) “He only got a B-minus, even after 
plagiarizing.” 


Bestest thing about Bill Smith 
(3) “Good and kindly intentions.’ 

(2) “His wires don’t show and hi 
hydraulics haven't started to squeak yet” 
(1) “Easy—he’s an alcoholic, like me!” 
[We at Vue would like to make it clear 
that we are not, in fact, aware of any 
proof that Bill Smith is an alcoholic 
Funny survey entry, though! -Ed. ] 


Worstest thing about Bill Smith 
(3) “Thoughtless and casual cruelties 
(2) “He drives an SUV.” 

(1) “Oh no—he's an alcoholic, like me!” 


Bestest thing about 

Whyte Avenue 

(3) “Youthful exuberance.” 

(2) “Brenda and Scott at the Strat, 
Salam at Turkish Donair, Phil at the 
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slack Dog and Daniel's rendition of ‘She 
gop’ in front of the Army & Navy.” 
(1) “Two syllables: The Strat!” 


Worstest thing about 

Whyte Avenue 

(3) “Youthful exuberance.” 

(2) “Living in a world where the most 
beautiful artisan glass shop in the 
world had to lower themselves to sell- 
ing bongs and Cheech and Chong 
lunchboxes.” 

(1) “Have you ever had to scrape puke 
off the sidewalk?” 


Bestest ethnic neighbourhood 

(3) “Keepin’ it real in Chinatown.” 

(2) “Opal! Little Greece, if they even 
call it that, over on 124 Street. There’s 
Koutouki Taverna, the one by Con- 
rad’s and then the Greek supermarket 
with the best freaking olives this side 
of Mt. Olympus.” 

(1) “Easy—Little Italy. Just say it a few 
times to yourself, hee hee! Little Italy, 
Little Italy, Little Italy, Little Italy...” 


Bestest public washroom 

(3) “The river valley.” 

(2) “The upstairs restroom in 
Kingsway. Clean, not used, bright hall- 
ways—prime Grade A facilities!” 

(1) “Easily the ladies’ room at 
Chance. It makes you want to reno- 
vate your own bathroom immediate- 
ly, if not sooner. Or have your dinner 
delivered there.” 


Worstest public washroom 

(3) “Any LRT station. (Hard to find, 
hard to get into, downright creepy 
when you do.)” 

(2) “Without fail, the ladies’ room at 
Blues on Whyte, which gets more dis- 
gusting and unsanitary as each week 
passes,” 

(1) “The Purple Onion. Why stairs in a 
place that sells $1 highballs? Great 
concept!” 


Bestest entertainment bargain 
(3) “Big bands, small venues!” 
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(2) “Lunchtime shows at the Winspear 
Centre are a great deal and a good 
dose of culture in the middle of a bor- 
ing workday. Trés inspiring!” 

(1) “For zero dollars you can grab a 
bench on the Ave and people-watch. 
Add a joint and a king-can and you're 
busy for a couple of hours!” 


Bestest place to fall in love 

(3) “Candy Cane Lane.” 

(2) “I've fallen in love in a variety of 
places, but for pure aesthetic value, if 
you want to impress a lady, a walk- 
ing/driving tour of Riverbend is the 
way to go. There’s a house there com- 
pletely faced in glass and many other 
architectural wonders which also 
apparently employ great gardeners. 
Very peaceful, relaxing and full of fan- 
tasy. Using the ol’ ‘One day I'll have a 
house like this’ daydream never hurts 
the attraction either!” 

(1) “The Strat. Why? Because the 
lights are on full-blast so you know 
what/who you're getting yourself into 
ahead of time, and the cheap beer will 
numb you in case the lights weren’t 
bright enough.” 


Worstest place to fall in love 

(3) “Edmonton Remand Centre.” 

(2) “#5 bus route.” 

(1) “True story: | actually had a guy 
take me to the old Co-Op parking lot 
on 75 Street and 82 Avenue and claim 
it was his ‘happy place.’ ‘Where is the 
love?’ Gone, like the building.” 


Bestest place for a cheap date 

(3) “A walk down Whyte on a sunny 
summer day, then a huge, cheap meal 
at Bul-Go-Gi. Nothing better!” 

(2) “Coffee in the sun outside Moun- 
tain Equipment Co-op on 124 Street, 
followed by hot dogs from the Fat 
Franks wagon (even in winter).” 

(1) “Grab a blanket and a picnic bas- 
ket and watch a kids’ soccer game! So 
much fun! (Make sure the kids are real- 
ly little so they trip lots, fall and run in 
circles. Sooooo funny!)” @ 
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hero exclaims at one point. “That's the 
most fun thing in the world to name!” 
Anderson obviously took Nami’s 
advice to heart when he decided to 
dub his hipper-than-hip combo the 
Vertical Struts. (PM) 


Worstest local band name 

No contest: it’s Hyndsyght, whose 
name is the worst recorded case of “y” 
abuse since Bill and Ted formed Wyld 
Stallyns. (PM) 


Worstest-spelled business name 

This category is traditionally the 
domain of Three Muskateers French 
Crepery on Whyte Avenue, whose 
owners managed to misspell not only 
“musketeers” but “creperie” as well, 
but now there’s a new contender on 
the battlefield: Etagere Interiors on 
108 Street right across the street 
from Vue Weekly headquarters. There 
are three “e”s in “étagere,” and they 
managed to put an accent on the 
only one of them that doesn’t need 
one. Of course, people in glass hous- 
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THE RULE 


Bestest place 
to walk barefoot 
in old clothes 


Whyte Avenue. Businesses tend to 
sweep the sidewalks often 
enough that you won't do 


damage to your footsies and, 
what's more, you'll be 
immune to panhandlers, as 
they'll think you’re one of 
theitts. (JS) 


es shouldn’t throw stones—and as 
the editor of a paper that calls itself 
Vue, \'m a fine one to complain about 
people taking a colourful approach to 
spelling. (PM) 


Worstest abuse of puns 

(non-Vue Weekly division) 

The Publik, a bar that recently opened 
on Calgary Trail, is quite pleasant in its 
swankily upscale way, but the man- 
agement’'s misplaced fondness for 
puns based on the word “publik” 
(spelled faux-Soviet style) will likely 
elicit more groans than bemused 
grins. “Publik Consumption” Is written 
on their menus, “Publik Exposure” is 
engraved on little signs over their uri- 
nals, “Publik Transit” is imprinted by 
the phone numbers for cabs. The list 
goes on. Of course, such tomfoolery 
wouldn’t have made the cut back in 
Ol’ Joe Stalin’s day. Then again, the 
USSR didn’t have so many flat-screen 
TVs or delicious, bourgeois-priced 
jalapefio chicken bits complete with 
chipotle dipping sauce. (JE) 
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if you enjoyed the DAVINCI CODE 
read THE RULE OF FOUR, a 
mysterious coded manuscript, a 
murder, and a Renaissance prince. 
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Bestest after-meal mint 

After I’d finished gorging on the lunch 
buffet at Khazana (10177-107 St), a 
tiny bowl of roots and other garden 
refuse arrived at my table along with 
the bill. My lunch date and | traded 
glances, wishing they had given us a 
roll of Tums instead, but our curiosity 
was nonetheless piqued by this curious 
dish. Should we eat it? Plant it? Dis- 
solve it in some water? Our first hunch 
proved correct, as a surprising burst of 
licorice and sweetness instantly cleared 
away all unsavoury aftertastes. And 
although | ended up spitting pieces all 
along 107 St, it was still a nice change 
of pace from the rock-hard ribbon 
candy that accumulates in the lintiest 
corners of your pockets. (AF) 


Bestest baklava 

Historically, | haven’t been a baklava 
fan. | don’t have a real sweet tooth, 
and besides that baklava always 
seemed... kind of gross. Stale, chewy 
(in a bad way), oversweet and way 
overrated—! could never figure out 
why people swooned over the pastry 
confection. And then, out pawnshop- 
ping one afternoon, | was convinced to 
stop in at Sharmy Bakery on 118 
Avenue and tasted fresh baklava. Oh 
my God. The other stuff I’d had 


must’ve spent hard time in the dessert 
cabinet. They don’t make anything but 
baklava here—sheets and slieets of it, 
in startling variety, pistachio, cashhew— 
and it’s all wonderful, moist, fresh, 
flavourful. Five bucks gets you a hefty 
sampler box with enough honeyed joy 
to give you diabetes. (DZ) 


Bestest pre-made sandwich 
Despite living on the southside, I’m 
always willing to make a special trek 
up to the Italian Centre for one of 
their delicious panino sandwiches. 
These massive, white-bread-encased 
chunks of deliciousness are made of 
fresh luncheon meats, cheeses and an 
amazing peppery sauce that leaves 
me in a state of sandwich ecstasy. | 
don’t know exactly what’s in them— 
prosciutto ham, maybe?—but | do 
know that this all meat and cheese 
special beats the hell out of those 
wimpy subs with their veggie fillers. 
Take that, Jared Fogle. (JE) 


Worstest sign of the resurrection 
(did it ever really go away?) of 
the Edmonton fast-food diet 
Lunch hour in the food court of City 
Centre Plaza is a surreal experience. 
Young and old, rich and poor alike 
form line-ups that lead way out into 


Bestest big soft cookie 


Walking into any respectable cafe, your instincts guide you 
toward them. There they are, sitting so delicately in their 
large glass jars, plump with chocolate chips, raisins or 
other fiendishly delectable morsel of goodness. But you 
ask yourself: “Are they soft?” So many times, anticipation 
gives way to the heartbreak of another tooth-cracking 
crunch from a crappy stale cookie. But by some divine 
stroke of providence, | stumbled into the Whole in the 
Wall Café (10115-104 St), took a grudging bite ofa 
friend’s chocolate chip and had my faith in the BSC 
restored. Moist, chewy, not gooey or doughy... all’s right 


with the world once more. (AF) 
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the court seating area to wait for their 
McDonalds, Taco Bell and KFC fix. Did- 
n‘t | read somewhere that we’re 
becoming a nation of health-nutty, 
Atkins-following, label-reading, smart- 
choice-making, cholesterol-watching, 
step-counting vegetarians? Or did | 
only dream that? At any rate, it’s bull- 
shit. Check out this particular feeding 
trough of the Edmonton human zoo 
and you'll see what everybody is really 
eating on their lunch break. I'll be the 
one eating the big bucket of chicken 
and the poutine smoothie. (DP) 


Worstest place to 

get organic food 

Okay, once in a blue moon 1'll duck 
my head into Planet Organic to check 
out their reduced merchandise. The 
rest of the time, I’d rather be on Mars 
hangin’ with real Martians. Make that 
real capitalists. What started off as a 
humble food co-operative transmogri- 
fied to an accessible and relatively 
affordable demi-bourgeois boutique 
called Terra. Now it has plans for 
global domination—or at least domi- 
nation over the elite upper-middle- 
class set who can actually afford t 
buy something there aside from their 
expired veggie burgers. Back in their 
Terra days, | signed up for their 
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newsletter: | still receive seasonal 
updates on what concoctions will 
enable me to lose weight, have a bet- 
ter complexion, higher energy levels, 
ete. Since they started trading on the 
TSE, | learned how many indepen- 
dently-owned organic shops have 
been subsumed by tnis cancerously 
commodified corporation. (They've 
also installed locked fences around 
their garbage cans; otherwise their 
dumpster would probably be “bestest 
place to get organic food.”) (JS) 


Bestest bar regular 

Anyone who has been to the Garneau 
Pub has seen “Slim.” He can be spot- 
ted at the bar pretty well... anytime, 
with his grey bowl hair, deep laugh 
and penchant for striking up surreal 
conversation. Slim will jump into a 
conversation about pretty much any- 
thing—once he was asked if he had a 
job, and he answered “I’m an archae- 
ologist! | dig for chocolate bars!” The 
Garneau servers speak of him like a 
member of the family, and anyone 
who's tipped a glass there knows him 
as well as the Greek brothers who own 
the place. (SS) 


Bestest extreme 

Edmonton personality 

(t's been a while since I’ve seen him, 
dressed in patriotic red and white 
from head to toe, sporting signs that 
shamelessly promote his country to 
passersby, often yelling out slogans. 
Oh, where are you, Canada Man? 
What goes on in your mind? What 


“Monthly winners will qualify 
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makes you love your country so much? 
Or is it all—as I’ve often suspected—a 
cryptic ruse masking some other 
clever intention? Are you a psycholo- 
gist, studying the reactions of average 
people to uncomfortable situations? 
Are you a Buddhist monk fulfilling 
some sort of ego-destructive vow of 
isolation? Does it merely trip you out 
to be as different and highly visible as 
possible? Whatever your motivation, 
good for you. Edmonton is represent- 
ed perfectly in your bafflingly patriotic 
performance art. (DP) 


Bestest neighbourhood gleaner 
His name is Maynard, which is perfect. 
He pushes around a shopping cart, 
collecting scrap wood and bottles and 
cans. The scrap wood he burns for 
heat in his home—why pay the gas 
company?—and the Bottle Depot cash 
he gives to charity. His whole backyard 
is a lush garden: carrots, potatoes, you 
name it. He gives the produce to 
charity, too. One evening | saw him 
pushing a heavy load and there was a 
kid’s bike lying on the sidewalk, block- 
ing his route home. Maynard wheeled 
the bike up the walkway to its owner's 
front steps, then silently went on his 
way. Jane Jacobs writes about the 
need to have sidewalks bursting with 
the living, breathing diversity of a city. 
It’s what keeps a city safe. She'd like 
Maynard. (DR) 


Bestest shoemaker 


Easily Wallace Shoe Making Shop and 
Alterations (9610-76 Ave). Years ago, 


June 7th to October 30th 
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at a garage sale, | came across a pair 
of Birkenstocks that fit me perfectly. 
About four years later, those Birks that 
had proudly been on the brink of ruin 
since the day of their secondhand 
purchase were bleating their death 
throes with every pace | took. | ven- 
tured into a shop certified for Birken- 
stock repair, and produced my 
world-weary sandals. The woman at 
the counter wrinkled her nose, 


Pinched her manicured nails onto the 
heel strap, and held them at arms 
length as she went into the back to 
check with her technician. No, she 
informed me upon her return, there 
was nothing they could do. Then 
came Wallace. My aunt used to live 
upstairs and suggested | go over. The 
sign on Wallace’s window reads, 
“When others can’t, Wallace can.” 
The interior is cluttered with scraps 


and tools and shoes-in-progress, in 
the Old World way when children 
sang songs about shoemakers and 
candlestick makers. And Wallace can 
He vamped those sandals up with a 
new sole, new cork, and even shined 
the leather for me. All for 35 bucks 
Not a bad investment, as I'd bought 
them for five, and got another two 
years of wear out of them. Believe in 
Wallace. (JS) 
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When we put the call out to our writ 
ers for the Bestest of Edmonton, we 
had no idea so many of them would 
decide to weigh in on the state of our 
city’s public transportation system. 
Obviously, we don’t have a lot of car- 
owners among our contributors, a fact 
that probably reflects pretty poorly on 
the rates we pay for articles. 

Anyway, here’s a sampling of the 
thoughts that occurred to the Vue staff 
as they lingered at the bus stop, stood 
clear of approaching subway cars and 
strolled through the pedways that ten- 
uously link the various scattered neigh- 
bourhoods of Edmonton to each other. 
—PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Bestest LRT station 

Corona. Hands down. No lame mosaic 
tiles or a bombardment of educational 
murals, Just pure metallic strips running 
along the platform, a design that reflects 
the speed and power of a light rail trans- 
port system. After all, most of us are 
banking on the future efficiency of this 
beast, cutting straight through the city 
from end to end, showing all its naysay- 
ers a thing or two about wasted tax dol- 
lars. With a location even more 
centralized than Central Station, Corona 
bridges the gap between Main Street 


downtown and the ever-growing west - 


side of 109 St, cushioned between 
Grant MacEwan and the Legislature. 


Various funding options 
avallabie 
Self-Finaneing/E. 


Finaneg) 
hrants 


sludeni 


c 3 

j (eTEERET ARD 

| 

| commutine Cour 
cearrrecanion 

———— 


Prime location, cool decor. And it smells 
the least of urine. (| checked.) (AF) 


Bestest LRT station 

I've got to give the award to Stadium 
station—not for any aesthetic reason, 
but because the clocks on the automatic 
ticket dispensers are set two hours ahead 
of the correct time. All transit tickets are 
good for 90 minutes after purchase; with 
the clocks two hours ahead, you get a 
ticket that’s good for three and a haif 
hours! And how cool would it be if you 
were asked to produce a ticket and you 
showed the transit cop a pass that was 
purchased an hour from now? (SS) 


Worstest LRT station 

University station: nothing but cement 
blocks to sit on, nothing but bland, 
geometric designs on the walls to look 
at, and escalators that are stalled or 
under repair roughly half the time. 
Plus a coffee machine that ate $1.25 of 
my pocket change last week without 
disgorging so much as a single drop of 
“French vanilla latte.” (PM) 


Bestest LRT station 

Corona Station on Jasper Ave will forever 
remain mass transit users’ perennial 
favourite. With its mood-setting chande- 
liers, dark interiors, more underground 
tunnels than World War II Berlin and ads 
that haven’t changed since 1998, it’s 


pusiness Eiquell 
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almost a pleasure to wait on its sacred 
ground while my train runs late. (CH) 


Worstest LRT station 

Coliseum Station is the black sheep of 
LRT stops. Aside from its dubious safe- 
ty standards, its design Is shoddy even 
by Third World standards. An outside 
landscape scattered with constant bro. 
ken beer bottles and a smidgen 0; 
dirty, cigarette-butt-stomped grass, its 
urine-soaked inside hallways and the 
constant intercom announcement to 
“Please back away from the platform” 
make this stop a pass. (CH) 


Worstest omission 

in ETS’s bus routes 

A bus going down Calgary Trail South tc 
South Edmonton Common and back up 
Calgary Trail North to Whyte Ave. That 
slab of land between the Calgary Trails is 
the backbone of the South Side, packed 
with destinations like Superstore, Ikea, 
tons of restaurants, two movie theatres, 
etc., etc., etc. And yet a quick glance at 
the ETS map shows buses avoiding it like 
tadioactivity and anybody who's tried to 
take the bus to the South Side knows it’s 
a nightmare zigzag journey from Whyte 
to Southgate to Mill Woods to Heritage 
Mall, and finally to trickle pisslike to 
South Edmonton Common maybe < 
couple of hours a day. Hey! How about 
one bus that goes there and back? And 
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while we're at it, what kind of “world 
class” city doesn’t have a frickin’ bus 
going out to the airport? (SN) 


Worstest tunnel 

On February 3, 2003, workers broke 
ground on the extension of the LRT line 
from University Station to the planned 
Health Sciences station. According to ETS 
literature, the scheduled opening date 
for Health Sciences station is December 
2005. That means it will take the better 
part of three years to extend the LRT by... 
640 metres! The city claims the sandy 
soil makes it difficult to tunnel. Dare to 
compare: work began on the tunnel 


under the English Channel in 1987; it - 


was linked in 1990 and opened to trains 
in 1994. That's 23 miles of undersea tun- 
nel. Edmonton’s LRT is going at a pace of 
about 200 metres a year—that means 
about one mile every eight years. That 
would mean it would take Edmonton 


crews 184 years to do the Chunnel, | 


notwithstanding the fact that it’s 150 feet 
below the seabed. Sand, my ass. (SS) 


Bestest pedway 
For a city covered in ice and slush for the 
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better part of the year, pedways are truly 
a beautiful thing. A pedestrian bridge, it 
keeps you moving through the hustle 
and bustle of busy bodies charging 
through this transient zone of urban 
architecture. The pedway between Sco- 
tia Place and Commerce Place overlook- 
ing 101 Street is by far the most 


. aesthetically pleasing segment of the 


downtown pedway system. Aluminum 
steel arches, roped along tinted pink 
windows, you watch the world go by 
through rose-coloured glass walls. (AF) 


Bestest bus shelter 

Perhaps you too were a naughty child, 
smashing neighborhood bus shelters 
and setting them on fire, or maybe | just 
hung out with the wrong crowd. Either 
way, no one can do much more dam- 
age to the incredible sinking shelter on 
Jasper Ave and 101 Street. At first 
glance it’s not too noticeable, but take a 
step back and you'll see that the poor 
structure is severely lopsided. There's 
something terribly wrong, but that’s 
what's intriguing. It’s our own little 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, though it’s prob- 
ably more full of piss than Pisa. (AF) 


Careers in 
Business & 


DIPLOMA PROGRAMS IN: 


@ Office Administration 

@ Business Administration & Management 
@ Medical Office Assistant 

@ Early Childhood Education 


On-the-job practicum 
included in all programs! 


EDMONTON: 
990-1650 
REEVES COLLEGE 


www.reevescollege.ab.ca 
QUALITY TRAINING IN ALBERTA FOR OVER 40 YEARS 


Financial assistance may be available. 


sat food and drink specials from 
nch to last call. 


into the Canadian Spirit. 


07 Whyte Ave * 433.4526 
w.hudsonstaphouse.com 


a 


SY GB UBLAIITON, 


BRESTEST or EDMONTON 


Bestest service 

Is it just me, or does everyone get as 
upset by irate or indifferent salespeople 
and shopkeepers as | do? I’ve gotten to 
the point where I'll avoid certain places 
just to stay away from the nasty ones. 
Of course, the opposite holds true as 
well. For instance, | actually look for- 
ward to having my vacuum break 
down. The people in the Avenue Vacu- 
um Company (10041-82 Ave) are so 
nice that they inevitably make my day 


speaking the same way to the next 
customer. (AM) 


Bestest anthem singer 

Paul Lorieau has been a constant 
before the drop of the puck at Oilers 
games for two decades now. In a pro 
sports world where way too many 
anthem singers try to “interpret” “oO 
Canada” and “The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner,” turning them into painful epics 
(and there are some really, truly awfu) 
anthem singers in the league righ 


Bestest secret pizza 


Maybe everyone actually knows about the 
bulgogi pizza at Steel Wheels Rock ‘n’ Roll 
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Pizzeria (8430 Gateway Blvd),.but you 
couldn’t tell from the way the place is 
so often tragically empty. What a 
shame, especially considering the 
way Phil, its friendly owner, heaps 
delicious cheese on his already 
delicious Korean BBQ ‘za. I've 

never had a greasy or less-than- 
extra-delicious pizza when Phil's at 
the helm and, at $3 for two nice 
slices, | always feel as if | should get 


beaten with sticks for taking advantage 


of him. | haven’t even bothered trying any- 
thing else on the menu. Thankfully, because 


of the lack of lines, | never have to wait 
long for some of that cheesy, 
doughy, beefy goodness. (JE) 


brighter. But of all the kind salespeople 
and counterpersons of Edmonton, Paul 
at Java Jive in HUB Mall deserves the 
trophy. Maybe the fact that he’s a 
farmer from Saskatchewan that 
explains the waft of rural hospitality he 
brings into the cold university atmos- 
phere. It makes no difference how irri- 
table, how rushed, how nasty | am that 
day, as soon as he sees me he smiles as 
brightly as if | were the sun coming 
through the clouds. He always tells me 
how nice | look, even if | look like a 
middle-aged rag that day. And as | 
walk away smiling, | always hear him 


now, like the Canucks guy who looks 
like King Tut from the old Batman 
series and the towel-waving Lyndor 
Slewidge out in Ottawa), Lorieau’s dul 
cet tones have never dragged the 
songs out to the five-minute mark 
The only other current anthem singe 
who has anything close to Lorieau’s 
tenure is René Rancourt out in Bost 
But has he sung his team to five Cu 

| think not! (SS) 


Bestest Edmonton film cameo 
It’s hard to believe the 1979 B-movie 
Fast Company was directed by David 
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Cronenberg—it’s an indistinguished 
drive-in quickie starring William Smith 
and Claudia Jennings about life on the 
small-time race car circuit that doesn’t 
contain a single exploding head, pus- 
dripping mutant or disturbing sexual 
act (unless you count the scene where 
the hero snuggles with a pair of nubile 
racing groupies and smears their 
breasts with motor oil). It’s so out of 
step with the rest of his films that even 
hardcore Cronenberg experts prefer to 
ignore it. But Edmontonians may want 
to pick up the newly released DVD edi- 
tion of the film, if only to cheer at the 
scene where the sleazy racetrack pro- 
moter played by John Saxon runs 
down Whyte Avenue and past the 
Princess Theatre marquee. (PM) 


Bestest animatronic robot 
Hands-down, it’s gotta be XELDON, 
the Edmonton Telephones droid that 
used to present the multimedia “his- 
tory of the telephone in Edmonton” 
show at the old Telephone Historic 
Centre. Yeah, his show was fantasti- 
cally ‘80s-dated, but... he was a time- 
travelling repair robot from the future, 
he had lots of blinking lights and a 
welding gun for a hand, and he had a 
Big Brother-esque floating hologram 
boss who'd show up to chew him out 
(“Xzzelll IDONNN!”) whenever he’d 
go off on a tangent or try to reveal 
secrets of the future. The slick theatre 
he once presided over is gone now, 
the Centre having cleared out of their 
old site in favour of the Prince of 
Wales Armouries. Whether XELDON 
will remain operational, or even 
intact, is unknown, but you can at 
least see a really horrible painting of 
the beloved ‘bot in the window of the 
old building on 83 Avenue between 
104 and 105 Streets. (DZ) 


Bestest dragon 

Silver City, West Edmonton Mall. Y’got- 
ta admit, it’s a quality dragon, with big 
bat wings and tough claws and a 
snarly face and every 15 minutes he 
screams and bellows and belches flame 
at the people waiting to get into the 
IMAX movie. That’s when he’s work- 
ing, anyway, but even when he’s not 
he's still pretty cool; many dragon-lov- 
ing, moviegoing little kids will grow up 
with fond memories of their dad point- 
ing out the big scary dragon the day 
they first saw Lord of the Rings. True, his 
act starts to drive you a little nuts if you 
find yourself too early for a movie, but 
| once asked a ticket-taker if a dragon 
freaking out every 15 minutes got on 
his nerves after a while, and he just 
said, “What dragon?” (SN) 


Bestest city landmark memorial- 
izing Joe Pesci’s demise in the 
1995 Martin Scorsese film Casino 
The giant aluminium baseball bat on 
the corner of 97 St and 118 Ave. 
(Yeah, the bats in the film were wood, 
but do you know how much wood 
Costs nowadays?) (CH) 


Bestest alternative religion 
tourism experience 

My name is Darren, and I’m a religion 
addict. (Hi, Darren.”) | don’t know 
What this says about me, but I’ve 
become fixated on visiting, semi-annu- 
ally, the Church of Scientology. 
Although it’s not a belief system | 
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myself could prescribe to, as a fairly 
open-minded agnostic-bordering-on- 
atheist individual | like to expose 
myself to a variety of religious people, 
ceremonies and literature. | attend ran- 
dom churches from time to time, just 
to gawk. | fully respect and talk to any- 
one on the street handing out religious 
pamphlets. I’m fascinated by faith. So 
far, the oddest encounter I’ve had in 
this pursuit—this good-natured hobby, 
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if you will—was visiting the Church of 
Scientology, taking their 1Q and per- 
Sonality tests and discussing the results 
with one of their “qualified auditors.” 
(And | put that in quotes only because, 
used in this context, the term implies a 
perfectly valid religious paradigm that | 
myself don’t currently belong to and 
thus can’t begin to authenticate.) While 
you're there, be sure to visit the 
screening room to watch their hour- 


long indoctrination video, featuring 
(Chef) Isaac Hayes, John Travolta (!) 
and Kirstie “Look at me—I was on 
Cheers” Alley. Weird-tastic. (DP) 


Bestest university 

course on Edmonton 

Okay, perhaps it’s the only university 
course available on Edmonton, but 
English 407 deserves its due for recog- 
nizing Edmonton as a case study in 


The 


EST. 


Ee hee 


urban theory and how wrong it can all 
go. The course has been reincarnated 
this fall for the city’s centennial, and as 
an alumna of Heather Zwicker’s original 
English 487, | highly recommend this 
course to pretty much anyone whose 
ever had an opinion on our fair city 
Incorporating local literature with other 
media, field trips and a good dose of 
critical theory, you’ll never look at 
Edmonton the same way again. (AF) ® 
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Homey Portuguese 
eatery makes up in 
cordiality what it 
lacks in cuisine 

By DARREN ZENKO 


around to restaurants outside 
walking distance, or maybe how 
deep my nostalgic streak goes; the 
Portuguese restaurant Spago is still, 
to my mind, the “new” eatery in the 
space once occupied by Alexander's, 
even though the latter dining room 
has been defunct for years. Alexan- 
der’s was one of the “fancy” restau- 
rants of my childhood, and I 
remember it mainly for its Manhat- 
tan-style clam chowder—which 
nobody seems to serve anymore— 
and Tiffany-style glass lampshades. 
At Spago, the red chowder’s long 
gone but the lampshades are still in 
place. In fact, aside from the Por- 
tuguese accents—a rooster over in 
the corner, cultural-society golf tour- 
ney trophy proudly at the 


i to show how often I get 


Fitting, then, that the service was 
so... homey. This is a family-run 
establishment, and it shows. And it’s 
very pleasant. We arrived quite early 
by fine (or medium-fine) dining stan- 
dards; for a while we were the only 
party in the capacious room, and the 
service was quick, friendly and chat- 
ty, with a very neighbourly vibe that 
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extended over the course of the 
evening as obvious regulars, and 
obvious friends and family of the 
proprietors, slowly semi-filled the 
place with birthday patties and greet- 


me 


restaurant they make up for (unless 
you're a big snob) in eagerness, 
earnestness and friendliness. 


BUT FRIENDLINESS doesn’t make it 
to the plate, and unfortunately 
Spago needs just a dash more Care 
and attention (and creativity) in the 
kitchen before it can honestly justif; 
their mid-teens-to-low-twenties 
prices. Take the baked Camember; 
appetizer, for example. The cheese 
itself was well-prepared, a straight- 
forward ball nicely browned, perfec; 
ly golden and presented with 4 
desultory scattering of slightly stale 
Stoned Wheat Thins (has anybody 
ever had a fresh Stoned Whea; 
Thin?) and a raspberry sauce lik 
runny Smuckers. The quails, too 
were fundamentally well-prepared 
but rendered unmemorable by thei 
white wine/butter/garlic sauce, 
generic liquid which makes frequen 
appearances throughout the menu 
An unexpected spiciness to the mus 
sels (again in white wine sauce) 
managed to nudge Spago’s appetizer 
offerings a notch above the stripmali 
steak-’n’-pizza level. A little more 
imagination, a hint of cuisin: 
informing the home cookin’, would 
have been welcome—and was, in 
fact, expected. 

On the entrée front, my dad and 
I both went for the most interesting 
seeming dish on the menu, th 
house special pork ‘n’ clams. The 
same wine sauce made its appearance 
once more, this time as the moisten 
ing element in a deep earthenware 
plate in which big pork pieces, cubed 
potatoes, clams and mussels have 
been baked and served. Hot and 
hearty, tasty but totally unchalleng- 
ing—a literal meat-and-potatoes dish, 
which Dad loved and which left me 
agreeably full, but kind of bored and 
disappointed; the zones of the dish 
not washed by the sauce were too 
dry, the moist bits tasted more or less 
the way the quails and mussels had 
Maybe I am a snob, since everybody 
else at the table seemed beside them- 
selves with gustatory bliss. I didn't 
even get a chance to sample the 
Steak 4 Spago, another house special 
(pan-fried steak topped with egg) 
because my brother devoured I 
instantly and praised it unstintingly 
once fork hit plate. 


IN OUR AFTER-DINNER discussion, 
the phrase “better than Century 
Grill” came up more than once, and 
I felt like I’d tumbled into some kind 
of alternate dimension. But as the 
dessert tray (a collection of the usual 
outsourced cheesecakes and choco 
whatevers you can find anywhere) 


came around and I looked and lis: 
tened to the just-getting-busy rest@u" 
rant—little kids wandering around 


entrance—the whole decor is pretty 
much the same as it was when 
Thriller was climbing the charts. The 
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place has a nice undercurrent of that 
old boomtown feel that still lounges 
in the nooks and crannies of 
Edmonton, an atmosphere I (just 
now decided to) call “Lougheed 
Lounge.” The strip-mall location 


warmly tolerated; laughter and nov 
annoying choruses of “Happy Birth- 
day”; calls for more wine and shouts 
from the kitchen—I realized that I 
hadn’t entered an alternate dime” 
sion but returned from one, back to # 


Tuesday at 8p.m. @ The E&€ on Whyte! 
Or During Jason's LIVE Radio Broadcast 


Bangon 


« @al.,, drink... enjoy! 
10314 - 82 Ave. 439-4545 


baseline Earth Prime where cordiali- 
ty trumps cordon bleu. Spago’s got 
lots of soul and obvious pride; '! 
they can pull even a little of that out 
of the atmosphere and put it on the 
table, they'll be essential dining. © 


hasn’t gentrified much since the 
'80s, either: big, fat traffic corridors 
on two sides, cemetery across the 
street and associated memorial-mart 
across the avenue and an adult-nov- 
elty store next door. (Man, was I 
curious about that as a kid.) I don’t 
mention all this to be negative; din- 
ing at Spago was a homecoming. 


ings. Rolled eyes, jokes over dropped 
wine-jugs, mock-grumpy banter... 
what Spago lacks in the affectations — 
and professional unctuousness one ~ SPAGO 


www.eandcwhyte.com 


might expect from a semi-pricey 12433-97 St © 479-0328 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 
$ —Less than $10 


$$ —$10 to $20 
$$$ — $20 to $30 


$355 — $30 and up 
HAWELI 
10220-103 St » 421-8100 


My friend Paul and | arrived at Haweli at the 
tail end of the business lunch rush. Our 
server arrived almost immediately, poured 
some water and wisely assumed we were 
going to hit the buffet line. Wasting little 
time, we went and checked out the spread, 
which featured a fairly typical but ample 
selection of chicken, beef and vegetable 
dishes. As a staunch meatitarian, | laid 
down only a cursory base of fluffy jasmine 
rice to support my kingly mountain of spicy 
tandoori chicken, aromatic beef kofta, and 
that staple of any good Indian meal, saucy 
butter chicken. With a little space left over, 
and not wanting the vegetables to feel too 
left out, | added a couple ladles of navrat- 
tan korma (a mixture of mushrooms and 
vegetables swimming in a thick curry) and 
two vegetarian pakoras, which are a fried 
dumpling of potatoes, onion and eggplant 
dipped in Besan herbs and spices. A basket 
of hot buttered naan bread was waiting for 
us upon our return to the table, and we 
began to dig in. | started off with the kofta, 
a dense and generously spiced beef meat- 
ball served with an assortment of fried veg- 
etables. The meatballs were resilient and 
flavourful, and like all Indian food, decep- 
tively filling. From there, | moved on to 
veggie country, digging into the navrattan 
korma, which despite its lack of meat, was 
an deliciously thick curry loaded with 
botanical goodness. The pakoras were 
equally pleasing, the firm, crispy batter 
nicely complementing the steaming spicy 
vegetables cocooned within. Having taken 
care of the unfamiliar territory, | finished off 
with those mainstays of the culinary genre, 
the stately tandoori and butter chicken. 
Seriously, if | hadn’t been reviewing (and 
watching my girlish figure), | could have 
easily put away a plate of each. The tan- 
doori was exceptionally hot and tender, the 
bright red meat practically falling off the 
bone with each bite. The butter chicken 
was similarly excellent, featuring, without 
hyperbole, one of the best almond, tomato 


St. Albert 
5506 Tudor Glen Market « 460-2222 


Edmonton 
7331-104 St. © 433-0091 


and cream sauces I've ever had. After all 
was said and done, the bill was brought 
sporting the humble sum of $21 and 
change for two people: not half bad, I’d 
say. In fact, for a meal this memorable, 
that’s fantastic. Average Price: $-$$ 
(Reviewed 06/17/04) 


HUNGRY JACK’S 

8123-104 St » 988-5848 

Hungry Jack's is an industrious, hardwork- 
ing little mom-'n’-pop burger joint. They‘re 
unfailingly friendly and polite and once 
they even accepted a Purolator package for 
me that otherwise would've been rerouted 
to Syria. Yeah, yeah, they‘re nice people; 

what about the food? In three words: plen- 
tiful, good and cheap. Hungry Jack’s does- 
n't just do burgers; they also sling donairs, 
beef and chicken, delicious in their own 
right, and they have a huge pizza menu 
though they don’t typically have individual 
slices for sale. Having eaten at Hungry 
Jack’s before, | knew what to expect for my 
“review meal,” so | got a Jack’s Mom Burg- 
er Deluxe, which is sauce, pickles, lettuce, 
tomato, cheese and bacon—your standard 
fully loaded burger, and it comes in just 
under $4.25. They bring it out on a shiny 
white plate, the top bun swaying slightly 
on its tower of toppings. On the side I'd 
ordered some onion rings (for three 
bucks}—a dandy snack on their own when 
you don’t feel up to a full meatjob. But it’s 
a mistake to fill up on fries or rings, not 
when there’s a Mom’s Burger to be dealt 
with. This is a burger that needs to be 
gripped, controlled, held together through 
constant application of will and strength; 
one or two careless bites can disrupt the 
structure and transform the whole thing 
into a sliding finger-gooing avalanche of 
meat, toppings and sauce. Blobs of sauce 
and bacon drip off the side when | go in 
for my first bite; oh God, it’s already falling 
apart! No, no, it’s holding together. And 
that first bite’s so good, so burgery! One 
bite and | already feel stuffed. | have to 
pace myself with this sandwich, let it know 
who’s boss, work away at its defenses, 
chewing around the sides then going in for 
carefully timed strikes at its heart. Only 
when I’m down to about 40 per cent can | 
even begin to relax, and by then the bot- 
tom bun’s already mostly given up the 
ghost, reduced to a smear of bread under 
my fingers. A Hungry Jack’s burger is a 
mountain of meat that'll fill you up to 
bursting and get you thinking immediately 
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about a nap. It’s good burger, folks. Aver- 
age Price: $ (Reviewed 06/03/04) 


LATTITUDE | 
10612-82 Ave * 431-5343 

After ordering our two requisite pints of 

Grasshopper, my girlfriend and | began to 

peruse L’Attitude’s substantial menu—and 

let me tell you, they sure don’t make your 

decision an easy one. The selection ranged 

from pizzas to pastas to heftier dishes con- 

sisting of buffalo or fish—all, of course, con- 

temporaried up with a little wasabi here, 

mango there and a dash of !-bet-you-never- 

thought-this-would-go-with-that that is the 
trademark of modern fusion cuisine. After 
narrowing down the entrée field by forgo- 
ing the enticing-sounding buffalo cannel- 
loni and the grilled ahi tuna steak (don’t 
worry, you two; I'll be back to eat you 
someday), | settled on the intriguing 
Macadamia-encrusted west coast halibut, 
served with peach ginger chutney and 
coconut lime jasmine rice ($25). My girl- 
friend, ever the pasta fan, opted for the saf- 
fron ravioli stuffed with mushroom and 
black bean in an asparagus truffle cream 
($17). My halibut fillet looked thick and 
tender, covered with slightly browned nuts 
and leaning askew on a dome of rice, with 
an assortment of steamed peppers, cauli- 
flower and butternut squash providing the 
colour. The watchword on this dish is “sub- 
tlety”; none of the flavours stand out, but 
instead complement one another beautiful- 
ly. The macadamia gave a satisfying crunch 
to the soft, juicy halibut, while the coconut 
lime rice provided a pleasant edge. My girl- 
friend's saffron ravioli looked equally 
impressive, boasting three huge raviolis gar- 
nished with a thick yellow sauce surround- 
ing a colourful web of spinach and potato 
strings. While the ravioli itself was fantastic, 
we both found the asparagus truffle cream 
to be a little on the salty side, which tended 
to overpower the more delicate flavours of 
mushroom and black bean. But it was a tri- 
fling detail; in the end, there wasn’t a bite 
of food to speak of (mostly thanks to me). 
Needless to say, we were totally full, but, for 
the sake of completeness, we took a peek 
at the dessert menu—and man oh man, | 
wish I'd saved some room. Both the pump- 
kin berry bread pudding with white choco- 
late sauce and cardamom syrup and the 
almond créme caramel with almond brittle 
sounded fantastic, but there was nothing 
doing. Ah well. Next time. Average Price: 
$$$-S$$$3 (Reviewed 06/24/04) 
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Entering the Publik domain 


We were hungry 
when we went to 
thisW.S.S:A= 
themed pub, Soviet 


By JAMES ELFORD 


en I first spotted The Publik 
Ween: set up in the shell of the 
former Joey Tomato’s off Cal- 

gary Trail, I couldn’t help but laugh. 
There’s something about the quasi- 
trend of Soviet chic that seems a little 
exploitative and pretentious—espe- 
cially when it’s applied to a bar-slash- 
restaurant. After all, the Soviet Union 
was a totalitarian state that just hap- 
pened to have a flair for design, not 
some kingdom of magical gourmands. 
Still, curiosity got the better of me 
and when the Publik opened I ven- 
tured in with a companion for a 
quick drink, snack and sneer. We 
even joked about bringing some 
Marxist-Leninist pamphlets to hand 
out to the waitstaff. We ended up sit- 
ting down for an order of “little dev- 
ils.” They’re basically just fancy 
Chicken McNuggets, but these tasty 
little jalapefio breaded dynamos were 
accompanied by a nice chipotle sauce 
that left us with the impression that 
the food at this pub might be better 


than what your average proletariat 
would get at their local hangout. 

It was with this experience on 
my mind that I returned to the red- 
roofed building with my fellow 
cuisinaut and declared war on the 
food front to see how a return visit 
would stack up against our first 
pleasant experience. Despite the styl- 
istic pretensions of the name, the 
Publik is anything but a bauhausian 
“restaurant of the people.” While it 
isn’t Central Committee fine, it’s cer- 
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tainly aimed at a crowd with a little 
more disposable income and a han- 
kering for a lounge with a very defi- 
nite sense of style. Any traces of 
Sovietness seems to end with the 
logo, the use of the colour red and 
the desire, wherever possible, to 
replace the letter “c” with the letter 
“k.” After all, the Soviet Union did- 
n’t have all those flat-screen TVs. 
With its central drink serving island 
and darker lighting, it feels like a 
lounge, but maintains a nice, open 
feel thanks to the vaulted ceiling. 
Drinks were the first matter to 
attend to, and when our waitress 
appeared I went with a simple pint 
while my companion filled her deca- 


Store Hours: Weekdays 10 am till 8 pm. Weekends 10 am till 6 pm 


12120 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton Tel. 780.433.7374 
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dent bourgeois girly drink desires with 
a Typhoon—an apple-centred tropical 
drink that was pleasantly sweet. From 
there, we turned to studying “Publik 
Consumption” via our menu. 

The Publik’s real Achilles heel is 
the size of its menu, which sacrifices 
variety in favour of a smaller menu 
of contemporary food that main- 
tains a balance between Asian fusion 
snacks and the sort of upscale pub 
food that could likely be found next 
door at Earl’s. The selections are 
appetizer-heavy with the closest 
thing to an entrée being the selec- 
tion of sandwiches, flatbreads and 
fajitas—and there were only about 
six different omnes to choose from 
The advertised special of the night 
was mussels for $12. A quick perusal 
of the menu, however, revealed that 
the mussels were regularly $12. Not 
very special, now was it? 

While we were tempted by the 
Tagarashi Tuna—"“Japanese chili 
encrusted albacore tuna served with 
Asian mango relish,” according to 
the menu—and the Wok-Seared 
Calamari, we decided to go with the 
Three Little Kahunas ($6.50) and the 
Ponzu Won Tons ($8.50). From their 
unfortunately small selection of 
sandwiches and flatbreads, I chose 
the BBQ pulled pork sandwich ($10), 
complete with a grainy mustard 
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coleslaw, while my dining compan- 
ian wet with the less adventurous 
BBQ chicken clubhouse ($10). 

After a short wait, the starters 
arrived. The Kahunas were three tiny 

gers—cute, easy to hold in your 
pie absolutely tasty bar food. 
A lightly toasted bun, what tasted 
like a spread of chipotle mayo and a 
tiny pickle slice made these a great 
opener. The Ponzu was a little disap- 
pointing, as they had become almost 
too soggy from sitting in their 
cilantro-heavy soy-citrus sauce, but 
my companion enjoyed the little 
noodle-wrapped chicken chunks. 


WHEN THE “MAIN COURSE” finally 
arrived, we dug in to our individual 
sandwiches. While the pulled pork 
didn’t magically transport me to 
flavour country—i.e., the southern 
U.S.—its combination of asymmetric 
flavours and textures didn’t disap- 
point. Pulled pork isn’t common in 
Edmonton and this sandwich had 
what I loved most about this heart- 
clogging meat, bread and slaw 
combo. The pork wasn’t chewy, but 
was drenched in a quaintly spicy 
BBQ sauce that contrasted nicely 
with the mustardy crunch of the 
slaw. Of course, it was also a sloppy 
mess and part of it had to be eaten 
with a fork after it fell out of the 
sandwich and onto the plate. 

As for the quality of the club- 
house, my unfortunately less-than- 
verbose companion commented that 
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it was “sufficiently bacony,” with 
plentiful chicken that was “nice and 
tangy” and a spread of roasted garlic 
mayo that was “a nice touch.” 

By the time the waitress came 
around to offer us a dessert from 


their—you guessed it—sadly small - 


dessert menu, my companion and I 
were still bloated from the meal. We 
passed on the “big cookie” and other 
treats and instead chose to pay the 
bill which rounded out at just under 
$60 before a tip. A bit much for what 
felt more like a lot of snack food than 
a meal. While Id be willing to return 
to the Publik for a snack, I'd be a lit- 
tle worried about running through 
the small selection of food too quick- 
ly. Of all of the things to have copied 
from the Soviets, why'd one of them 
have to be a lack of selection? © 
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Playing grads, 
Signing asses all in 
a day’s work for 
‘Boys of Summer” 
itmakers 


By HEATHER ADLER 


‘ve signed more men’s hairy 

asses then I can even explain,” 
laughs Ataris bassist Mike Dav- 
port. “That's the part I never 
expected; I thought, ‘Oh yeah, I'll be 
igning chicks’ boobs all the time,’ 
Put it’s the male hairy asses that you 
feally get. They want those signed 
More than anything, and [ think it’s 
just because they want to show 
eryone their hairy asses. If I had a 
Hairy ass, I'd probably want to show 
the world too.” 

They've been in the business 
learly a decade, left audiences slack- 
wed around the globe, become 
latinum-certified thanks to their 
atchy melodies feverishly played in 
ee key of punk and signed more 
Esh than they'd probably care to 
amit. But even after all the acco- 
é ’ the Ataris are still just kids 

~ | & promiscuous appetite for mis- 
, ‘ef and music—which may 
J pain how, after all this time, 
7 4 ve managed to stay a favourite 
isenchanted youths everywhere. 
Between their European and 
*eming Canadian tours, the Ataris 
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Have you played today? 


took a break from club stages to 
reconnect with their coming-of-age 
fans by playing a series of shows at 
that quintessential post-pubescent 
rite of passage: high school gradua- 
tions. Although Davenport and his 
bandmates are all now in their mid- 
30s, he says relating with the kids was 
as simple as Rock 101. “We did a 
whole string of nights for different 
high schools in Florida at Universal 
Studios,” he says. “It was really super- 
awesome because we played right 
under the Incredible Hulk ride, and 


all the kids were ready to go totally 
crazy. My high school graduation was 
awesome, but that was a long time 
ago, in 1986, so you're talking differ- 
ent times—it was just like The Break- 
fast Club. Mine was at Disneyland, 
and we had Gloria Estefan and the 
Miami Sound Machine. We all took 
acid and laughed at them, but I’m 
sure there were plenty of kids on acid 
who laughed at us, so that’s how we 
bridge that generation gap.” 
Davenport says he feels blessed 
the Ataris have been embraced by 
studded-belt-wearing tykes the world 
over, but he’s even more ecstatic that 
they've helped inspire the next gen- 
eration of melody-makers. “Yellow- 
card is starting to take off and 
they've always kind of worshipped 
us,” he reveals with a hint of pride. 
“It’s fun to see kids we inspired so 


long ago starting having their 
dreams coming true.” 


OF COURSE, there was a time when 
Davenport was gazing up at music 
idols of his own. With the success of 
the Ataris’ six hook-laden, pop-punk 
albums, he’s been able to meet some 
of those heroes, and like a kid in a 
rock star fantasy sequence, Daven- 
port has reveled in every moment of 
it. “We got to play with the drummer 
from Jawbreaker the other night,” he 
says. “I’ve met and French-kissed 
Scott Weiland; I’ve hung out with 
Brian May of Queen. And it’s been so 
great because all those people have 
been important to me.” 

It was the Ataris’ cover of Don 
Henley’s “Boys of Summer” from 
their 2003 disc So Long, Astoria that 
helped propel the Ataris into a posi- 
tion where they could comfortably 
swap spit with the likes of Scott Wei- 
land in social settings. The song was 
a bona fide summertime anthem 
and clung to the charts for months, 
but Davenport admits he now has a 
love-hate relationship with the 
quirky remake. “It was just hard after 
all these years of playing our own 
great songs for that to be the one,” 
he says. “We refused to play it for a 
time, but we’re starting to re- 
embrace it now. I will assure you, 
however, that we will never put a 
cover on a record again.” © 


THE ATARIS 


With Choke © Red’s © Thu, July 8 (all ages) 


10333-112 STREET ¢ 421-1326 


pe BIG JOHN BATES 
& THE VOODO0 DOLLZ 


Three of Canada's best Rockabilly bands converge at the 
Track. Featuring THE ROWDYMEN and RAYGUN COWBOYS 


SKA EXPLOSION TOUR 


Featuring GREG 'MILKA' CROWE (of Whole Lotta Milka / 
the Wedgewoods) and THE BARRYMORES. 


KIT KAT CLUB 


SAT 
1 0 Spend an evening with Edmonton's 
finest retro cocktail cabaret! 


sl GRANNY DYNAMITE 


5 Wt © Under the Cover Sundays, w/ DJ DUDEMAN. 


he JASON PLUMB «tue wine 
OX Double Bul 


Former WALTONS frontman returns to the track with lo-fi 
indie masters OX plus GAVIN DUNN & JODY SHENKAREK. 


CLANN ZU 


G7 recording artists from Melbourne with guests 
FRACTAL PATTERN and ESHOD IBN WYZA 


ALAN GERBER &=#5==~ 


Esteemed singer-songwriter and former member of 
RHINOCEROS makes a rare appearance. 


GRAND THEFT BUS “=~ 


Ambient and cerebral east coast am gold. 


FRI 


09 


WED 


14 


THU 


15 


guy 16° The Northern Pikes» Devilsplender July 1°77 Atomic: 7, James T. Karks # Escalator 
WULY 187 Sin JULY VOB Horace X, General Ruste * Monkey 

JULY 2Ler The Burt Neilson Band * Les Batinses RLY 22= Andy White « Deon Btyan Band 

yuLy Ss Scott Merritt, David Woodhead « Lindsay Jane JULY 2Asz White Cowbell OK“ COF 


2 yor 1 Prez SPECIAL - 5PM TO MIDNIGHT 
$3.50 HI-BALLS FROM 7PM TO CLOSE 


for more listings and information visit... 


WWW.SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 


JULY 8-14, 2004 


ty 


edS 


ENTER vid Aes ae 


Big ® rin 


mo ue 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 481.6420 Sieben 


Aut Aces 
Wm [)GENSED AREA 


WITH bs 


my 6 ' 


ALL AGES WITH LICENSED AREA 


TIX ON SALE 


duly 24 


NO MINORS 


WITH RING RING NANCY syn INFERNUS 


THK ON SALE 
AUG 27 iow 


MUSE pewter ieee se - | 


By PHIL DUPERRON 
ann JERED STUFFCO 


Calico vision 


Calico Drive * With And On, At 
Arms Length and Starlit Sky: Fort 
Saskatchewan Boys and Girls Club 
(12-17 only); Fri, July 9 * With 
Amity, the New Aesthetic, Starlit 
Sky, Transit Radio and At Arms 
Length: Red‘s; Wed, July 14 (all 
ages) Named after a street in Sher- 
wood Park where singer Andrew Scott 
grew up, the guys in Calico Drive have 


421.0992 


FRIDAY JULY 16TH 


vii « Wednesdays « Thursdays 
bjs and orink specials 


been playing together in one form or ~ 


another since junior high. They used to 
have gigs in their basement at lunch 
break and drummer Matt Frey, who 
hails from Fort Saskatchewan, used to 
ditch class to come down. Once they 
grew up, they all went their separate 


_ ways—Frey, for instance, went south to 


California to chase his musical dreams, 
but he came back home after his band 
broke up and times got tough. “It’s real- 
ly hard working down there aside from 
music,” he says, “so | had no income, 
really. It was getting really hard so | did- 
n’t really have a choice but to come 
back and start a band with Andrew.” 
They recorded a rough-and-ready 
three-song demo shortly after getting 
together early in 2003, but the contacts 
Frey made in California drew them back 
there to record a more professional 
affair at Love Juice Labs in Riverside. 
Unfortunately the band decided not to 
release the second EP and will be going 
back to the Lab to record a full-length 
later this year. But the sessions weren't 


“at BLACK 


nit 


wasted; at least one song will sec ,, 

light of day on an upcoming Driy i 
Through Records compilation, \yj, h ‘ 
slot at this year’s Warped Tour in hang 
and a west coast tour all mapped , ut 

things seemed to be going just fin. for 
the pop/punk fivesome. 

But then Scott decided last wee he 
was going back to school and Would 
have to quit the band. He'll play (he; % 
upcoming shows and Warped Tour ie 
has to, but Frey says they’re already 
looking at replacements. They were 
ing out a singer the day we spoke ap 
all goes well they won’t have to cap 
the tour. “It'll definitely be differen; » 
Frey says, “but who knows? | ¢h ink 
everything happens for a reason anq 
think it'll work out for the best.” (pp) 


try- 


Hippie hippie shake 


Mamaguroove ° With guest; . 
Seedy’s © Fri, July 9 “Hippie” isn't , 
label most bands enjoy being thrown 
their way. So when | ask bassist Chris 
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man about Mamaguroove being 
nded as @ “hippie band,” I’m 

ing a slightly different response 
: one | get. “We sort of slam 


m ives with the hippie tag,” says 


i) mind ica 

But before you think that the folks 
amaguroove just blare out the 
al hippie-rock fare, think again. 
e stuff we play is really diverse,” 
apman contends. “We're not just 
me psychedelic rock band singing 
Sut coming together—there’s lots of 
saming going on too.” The influ- 
2 of new rock bands also features 
mminently in the band’s sound; cer- 
y, the pre-millennial angst of a 
nd like Rage Against the Machine 
s very little in common with the 
e and love vibe usually associated 
fh hippie rockers. 

Then again, ithis band isn’t your 
a| rock outfit either. Traveling the 
intry in an old, converted school 
with small children in tow, Mam- 
yroove has been out on the road 
porting their sophomore record 
it of the Groove. And what a long, 
nae trip it’s been. “The east coast 
pretty neat,” Chapman says. “I 
gs expecting a lot of Celtic music, 
there were different pockets every- 
e we went. Some areas were into 
folky, melodic vibe and then in 
er spots, there would be some pret- 
serious-looking people with stuff 
hging out of their faces.” 

indeed, the east coast is a long 
frorn the tiny community of Dun- 
j, B.C., nestled in the scenic Robson 
ley, where the band hails from. 
pman says the band came togeth- 
When two pre-existing groups from 
Dunster area, Mama Drum and the 
ped Guroove, joined forces. “Usu- 
ly when a band breaks up and 
inges their name, they lose all their 
, So we needed to find a way to 
ardize both band names,” laughs 
pman, “Now we're one solidly 
ged unit.” Who says hippies can’t 
shrewd? (JS) 


9 “Milka” Crowe * With the 
Trymores © Sidetrack Café ¢ Fri, 
9 While ska’s popularity has 
ed and waned throughout North 
erica, leaving only serious holdouts 
Edmonton's own Mad Bomber 
still carrying the torch, in Win- 
: it’s still going strong. Now with 
is like the Afterbeat and JFK and 
Onspirators crisscrossing the 
try and of other 2-toners 
ding the third wave of ska in the 
its a skanker’s paradise. 
Hist ask Greg “Milka” Crowe—he’s 
through it all and he’s still play- 
His old band Whole Lotta Milka 
contenders to become Canada’s 
s'ampions before they broke up in 
» and the Wedgewoods still blow 
horns from ‘time to time. But 
e has sinee taken up a career as a 
artist as Well'forming the GMC 

Which he’s taking on the road to 
‘'ctoria Ska Festival later this 
B). He still fondly remembers the 
8Y of ska in the late ‘90s before 
Pottom fell out of the genre and 
ters and crowds started turning 
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DKT/MCS * New City * Mon, July S * reVUE When a band as legendary as the 
MCS gets back together. there’s an inherent risk factor. If the new incarnation sucks, 


it'll tarnish their glory and diminish their stature; however, if it rocks, a whole new gen- 
eration of fans will talk of the time they actually got to hear their heroes play live. 


While their Mo: 


night performance was marred by a few minor technical pitfalls, 


MCS still managed to “Kick Out the Jams” in style and the crowd ate it up. The 
youthful energy of singers Mark Arm and Evan Dando added a lot to the show and 
echoed the age disparity of the room in general. Where else could you see young 

with mohawks rubbing shoulders with middle-aged punks and rockers while the 
a g hippies sat in the back smoking dope, dreaming of the glory days? Even 
though time has definitely been catching up to them, the surviving trio of musical rev- 
olutionaries managed to wheeze some new life into their old songs. Even without his 
signature afro (or much hair at all), guitarist Wayne Kramer still had a mischievous grin 
and swagger, and even shook his ass for the ladies a few times. “Wham Bam Thank 


You Ma'am” indeed, (PD) 


their noses up at it. “Everybody hated 
the music,” he says. “Nobody wanted 
to deal with it. They said, ‘If you want 
to play ska go to Texas or Florida,’ and 
| said, ‘Or Winnipeg.” 

Because right around the same 
time, things started jumping again in 
his hometown. “It seemed to all pop 
up at once around 2001, 2002 and it 
just blossomed from there,” Crowe 
says. “It kinda perpetuated into Bacte- 
ria Buffet Records [who just released 
his new disc Bhakta Basics] and so 
many of the bands are in support of 
each other and there’s so much cama- 
raderie it can’t help but move forward. 
So it’s very progressive here and I’m 
very thankful for it.” 

Unlike the golden days of ska 
when people were jumping on the 
bandwagon in droves, poorly tuned 
horns in hand, the Winnipeg revival 
is made up of serious players bent on 
keeping things alive and vibrant. 
“That's what | think makes Winnipeg 
such a hotbed,” Crowe says. “It’s that 
all the bands have their differences 
stylistically, yet they all have their shit 
together. They really know what 
they‘re doing and they're well-versed 
in the genre and those that aren’t 
just kinda disappear, like you might 
imagine.” (PD) 


Ox social 


Ox ¢ With Jason Plumb and the 
Willing, Jody Shenkarek and 
Gavin Dunn ° Sidetrack Café « 
Tue, July 13 (8pm) After almost a 
year of constant touring, one would 
expect Ox frontman Mark Browning to 
be a little road-weary. Yet, over the 
phone from a tour stop in Sudbury, 


Browning sounds cheerful, relaxed and 
even well-rested. Maybe that’s because 
he’s enjoying his mom’s cooking again 
for the first time in years. 

“It’s cool,” Browning says, 
“because a couple of us are from Sud- 
bury, so since we're back in town for a 
couple of days, we’re bunking with 
Mom.” That's not to say the family 
atmosphere hasn’‘t spread into Brown- 
ing’s country-tinged band Ox, who 
have developed some pretty close ties 
since the release of their CD Dustbowl 
Revival. Despite featuring contributions 
from nearly a dozen musicians on 
record, the band’s live incarnation is a 
tight-knit group, with Browning, key- 
boardist Ruby “Loves U” and bassist 
Ryan Bishops making up the project’s 
core. “This band is like family,” says an 
enthused Browning. “We've gotten 
into some trouble during this tour, but 
there hasn’t been any trouble within 
the band. | think it helps that we’ve 
been moving around so much.” 

No kidding. Over the past 10 
months, the band has crossed Canada 
a couple of times and spent time in 
the U.K., where they received a warm 
reception from the notoriously fickle 
British music press. Despite scoring 
accolades and racking up some pretty 
impressive sales independently, Ox 
recently signed on with the Universal- 
distributed Maxima label, and Brown- 
ing says the relationship has been 
great. “It’s the best of both worlds, 
really,” he says. “We have so much 
freedom and the label is so small that 
it doesn’t even feel like it’s a label. | 
think because the record did so well 
on its own that when it came time to 
sign, we were coming from a position 
of strength.” (JS) 
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Friday July 9 


Dragon FA & El Presents: 


SUICIDE GIRLS 


BURLESQUE SHOW 


es w/ guests 
W) SOUTHSIDE RIOTS 


FRIDAY JULY 9 atv» GRAND BUFFET 
~ SOUTHSIDE RIOTS 
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Sunday, July 18 


Metropolis Recording Artists 
DISMANTLED 

| with guests 
DAEDAL 


Wed. July 21 
CHAMPION ALBERTA 
FINE OPTIONS 

NO HANDS 


Friday July 23 

THE FLOOR 

FAKE COPS 

RADIO BERLIN 

1 CAN PUT MY ARM BACK ON YOU CANT 


<q every thursday, free copies of 

Seeweoe reggae 2004 to he given away 

“a and a draw {fora free stereo on 
july 13! 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 8. 2004 


1. Wilco- A Ghost is born (Nonesuch) 

2. Beastie Boys- To the 5 Boroughs (EM) 
3..Bad Religion-The Empire strikes first (Epitaph) 
4. J.J. Cale-To Tulsa and Back (Santuary) 

5. Killers-Hot Fuss (Island) 
6. Hayden-Elk Lake Serenade (Hardwood) 

7. Misery Signals-Of malice and the Magnum 


Heart (Ferret) 


8. Modest Mouse-Good news for people who 
love bad news (Epic) 

9. Toots and the Maytals-True Love (V2) 

10. Ruthie Foster-Stages (Blue Corn) 

11. Tragically Hip-In between evolution (Universal) 


12. Various-Rock against Bush (Fat) 


13. A.C. Newman-The Slow Wonder (Blue Curtain) 
14. Badly Drawn Boy-One plus one is one (XL) 

15. Amos Garrett-Acoustic Album (Stony Plain) 
16. Sonic Youth-Sonic Nurse (Geffen) 

17. Royal City-Little heart’s ease (Three gut) 

18. Various-Punk-O-Rama Vol.9 (Epitaph) 


19. P.J. Harvey-Uh Huh Her (Island) 


20. The Wailin Jenny's-40 Days (Jericho Beach) 
21. Harry Manx-West eats Meet (Dog my cat) 
22. Loretta Lynn-Van Lear Rose (Interscope) 
23. !!!-Louden up now (Touch and Go) 
24. Bebe! Gilberto-Bebe! Gilberto (Six degrees) 
25. Skinny Puppy-The Greater Wrong of the 
Right (Synthetic Symphony) 
26. The Thermals-Fuckin’ A (Sub Pop) 
27. Angelique Kidjo-Oyaya! (Columbia) 
28. Feist-Let it die (Arts & Crafts) 
29. Beta Band-Heroes to Zeros (EMI) 
30. Johnny Winter-I’m a Bluesman (Virgin) 


THE CURE 


The Cure 


“Bloodflowers" with a new album that is 
angry & powerful, hopeful & beautiful 
while retaining all the things we love 
about that chubby clown, Robert Smith. 
I think | saw Bliss smile while she was 


HE CURE... 


listening to this cd, so you know it’s 


gotta be good. 


On sale now. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or e-mail them 
to Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline is Friday at 
3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC, 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Banshee-Eighth 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Souled Out (pop/rock) 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 
Andrew Glover Trio; 4-7pm 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 
Battle of the Bands: 
Cassanova Playboys, 
Cordoba, Reframed; 9pm; 
no cover 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted 
by Brian Petch 


EASTBOUND EATERY AND 
SAKE BAR Jazz jam session: 
Charlie Austin (piano), Matt 
Roberts (bass), Blake Kinley 
(sax); 8-11pm; no cover 


FOUR ROOMS Mobius 
Quartet; 9-midnight; $4 


J.J.'S Open stage with cover 
band 


j AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with the Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 
8:30pm-12:30am 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Guano, Leto 


RED'S The Ataris, Choke; 
8pm (door); all ages event; 
tickets available at 
TicketMaster 451-8000, . 
Red's, Megatunes, Listen, FS, 
Freecloud, Blackbyrd 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blais 
SIDETRACK CAFE Big John 
Bates and the Voodoo Dollz, 
The Rowdymen, Raygun 
Cowboys (rockabilly); 9pm; 
$10 

URBAN LOUNGE Les 


Robot, The Sessions, Murder 
of Crows; $5 

VALLEY ZOO Zoo Groove: 

Moksha featuring Ojas Joshi 

(tablas, percussion); hosted 

by Terry McDade; 7:30-9:30 
pm 


CLASSICAL 


CAFE SELECT Bonnie 
Gregory and Rob Taylor 
(Celtic harp and guitar); 


6:30-9pm 
DUS 


THE ARMOURY Vintage 


Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and.old school hip hop 


AZUCAR NIGHT CLUB 
Urban Nights: Elephant Man 
after concert party with D} 
Touch It 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


COWBOYS House with 
Ryan Wade and guests 
(patio) 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE Sleeman 
Method Thursdays: hip hop, 
downtempo with D] 
Headspin . 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo: with Dj 
S.W.A.G, 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI D} Jeff 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 8- 
9:30pm. 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-A-Dub 
Thursday: rocksteady, dub 
reggae with DJ Jeebus and 
the Operation Redication 
Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress; electro/new wave 
with DJ Miss Mannered and 
guests 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON D) 
Butter 


RENDEZVOUS Metal Night 
with DJ McNasty 

THE ROOST Rotating 
shows: Ladonna’s Review, 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with D] 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 

SAVOY Funk and downtem- 
po with Ben Jamin 


SEEDY’S Dj night 


SIDETRACK CAFE Night 
Watch: With Russell Gragg 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 

Substance: hip hop/R&B end 
of exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, J-Money, Sean B 


VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 
WLCM, disco-punk and hip- 
hop with Dj Nik 7 and 
guests 

YOUR APARTMENT 
Jammers: open stage hosted 
by Katieo with guest DJ 
Reggie; 8pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Acoustiholics 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Rule of Nines (pop/rock) 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Souled Out (pop/rock) 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 
Andrew Glover Trio; 4-7pm 


FATBOYZ The Hoffman- 
Brown Band (pop/rock); 
9pm-lam; no cover 


FOUR ROOMS Don 
Bradshaw’s Big Idea 
HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg (roots music) 
JJ.'S Freeburn (rock) 
JEFFREY'S CAFE AND 
WINE BAR jim Tigner and 
Helen Nolan; 8pm; $5 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Rhythm Slave 

.MYER HOROWITZ 


THEATRE inti-lilimani 
(Latin); 8pm; $35; tickets 


available at TIX on Square 
420-1757 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Suicide Girls, 
Grand Buffet, Southside 
Riots 

SEEDY’S Knee Deep in 
Grass, Mamaguroove 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blais 


SIDETRACK CAFE Greg 
Milka Crowe, The 
Barrymores (ska); 8pm; $8 


URBAN LOUNGE The 
Sessions, $5 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Alberta Caledonia Pipe Band 
(Celtic); 7:30pm; 
$20/$25/$30; tickets 
available at the Winspear 
box office 428-1414 


ZENARI'S Blue Line 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with Dj Arrowchaser 


CAFE SELECT Funk and 
downtemp with Djs 
Tryptomene and Slacks 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Urban with Black Empera, 
Invinceable, Q.B. and guests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: 
top 40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
illicit: industrial noise, neo- 
classical with Verlaag and 
Xerxes 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
Powerhouse Fridays: dance 
and retro with Zack and 
Johnny Staub (Power 92); 
Upstairs in the 
Skylounge: soulful house 
with Ryan Wade and guests; 
over 23; dress code 


DECADANCE Vital Fridays: 
Drum ‘n’ bass breakbeat 
with Cartridge, Degree, 
Phatcat, Dsnow 

DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and guests 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE DJ Headspin 
live 

ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Freedom Fridays: house, 
Euro house, club anthems 
with The Peoples DJ 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake 
Yo’ Ass; with D} Serial K 
THE FOX Top 40 retro 
dance music 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI D} Jeff 


HALO Mod Club: Indie rock, 
new wave, ‘60s soul, Britpop 
with DJs Blue Jay and Travy 
D 


TRON HORSE Urban Dance 
Party with D] Loose Cannon 


‘THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: 
Urban by Urban Metropolis 
Sound Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with 
D] Mad Noise 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL DJ Shawn Z 


ORLANDO'S Il PUB AND 
GRILL Music with DJ Will 
Hill; 9pm 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON D) 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European 
music with D] Outtawak, D) 
Jazzy and male stripper; 
Downstairs: female strip- 
per; $4 (member)/$6 (non- 
member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon 
Fridays: retro/R&B/dance 
with DJ Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with 
DJs Bryana, Chris 
SIDETRACK CAFE The Jay 
and Jay Show: With Jay 
Hannley and Smilin’ Jay 
Willis 


THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Beatz: Dusty Grooves, 
Johnny Five, Quinn the 
Eskimo and Villain 
STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip hop, 
top 40 with DJ Rage and Dj 
Weezle; 9pm. 
SUGARBOWL Listen: ambi- 
ent/IDM/electronica by Ariel 
and Roel 

Y AFTERHOURS 
House/breakbeat with 
Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Dragon, 
Old Bitch; 18+ 

YOUR APARTMENT House 
with DJ Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Acoustiholics 


BLACK DOG Hair of the 
Dog: The May Kings; 4- 
6pm; no cover 

BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Open Stage; 3- 
9:30pm 

BUD'S LOUNGE Open jam 
with Lorne Bumstick; 7:30- 
11:30pm 

CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Rule of Nines (pop/rock) 
CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Souled Out (pop/rock) 


DRUID Harpdog Brown and 
the Bloodhounds; 4-7pm 
EXECUTIVE ROYAL INN 
One Part Veteran Rotarian: 
Musicale with Jerome 
(piano); 440-9541 


FOUR ROOMS Don 


-Bradshaw’s Big Idea 


GOLDEN HARVEST 
MINISTRIES CHURCH 
Sam's Gospel Coffee House; 
free 

J.J.'S Rolodex (rock) 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Rhythm Slave 

O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters 
and Scott Peters; 3-6pm; 
RED POTATO BISTRO The 
Shufflehound; 10pm-2am; 
no cover 


RENDEZVOUS Phyvel, 


Leftnutt, ldrop (roc 
ROYAL EXEcuy; 
SEEDY’S The Dag, 
Movies 4 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) C;\ c, 
SHERLOCK Hom 
(DOWNTOWN) 5, 
SHERLOCK Hows 
(WEM) Richard sizi 
SIDETRACK Care \;, 
Club; 9pm; $10 


URBAN LOUNGE Th. 
Sessions, $5 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 49 
dance : 
BACKROOM VopxA aap 
Flava: hip hop with 
Shortround and Ect, 


BILLY BOB'S LouNcE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


tte 


Kat 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUsE 
Brendan’s Sausage Panty 
obscure indie rock with Dj 
Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdy 
retro dance, house with 
Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Animal: dance with Dj} ~ 
Arrowchaser 


(CRISTAL LOUNGE Urban 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
R&B, dance, an 
Frank the Tank; 
the Skyloung: 
house; over 23; dress code 
DECADANCE 
Cybemaughtyka: Fetish 
cyborg/industrial theme; nd 
minors; 7pm; $20 (adv), S2 
(door) 

DONNA Deep lou 
with Sam Pillar, Bry 
and guests 
ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE D] Headspin 
live 

ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Evolution Saturdays: house 
retro dance 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Shale 
Yo" Ass: with Dj D-Lusion 


THE FOX Top 40 retro 
dance music 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dancé 
with D} Christian 
GUILTY MARTINI 
Housegroove with 
IRON HORSE Urban dante 
party with D} 420 
THE JOINT Get a! 
top 40/dance/urban 
MANHATTAN CLUB Sint 
Saturdays: top 49/dance 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL Dj Shawn 2 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Saturdays 5.U.C.K F. 
punk/alt/pop/danc® s : 
Blue Jay and Nikrofeely 
ORLANDO'S I! PUB ae 
GRILL Music with pW 
Hill; 9pm 


Dj Sunny 


Hightite 


THE ROOST Upst2!™ 
Monthly theme pa” 
D) Jazzy; New music ¥ 
Dan and Mike; Dow" 
$4 (men 
ber} 


Retro music; 
ber)/$6 (non-me™ 
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Rutt, 
Ae aday, ST le ils, 


Gryffin; 18+ 


y RS 
House/trance with Donovan, 
Juicy, Ryan Wade, Luke 
Morrison, Darcy Klein, 
Anthony Donohue, Enin 
Eden; 18+ 

APARTMENT Hip 
soy 8, old school with 
{MK and-quests 


N 


LIVE MUSIC 
ST 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
free jazz Sundays; with Dave 
Babcock, Sandro Dominelli, 
{ane Arndt and guests; no 
cover 

BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL The Rusty Reed Band; 
7:30-11:30pm; no cover 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with 
Bob Robichaud; 7-10pm 
ECCO PUB Open jam 
session hosted by Imaginary 
Friend (blues, roots); 4-8pm 
THE FOX Ghettoblasters, 
Issues; $3 

O'BYRNE'S joe Bird's Irie 
jam; 9:30pm 

ROSEBOWL Jam with Mike 
McDonald; 10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Under 
the Covers Sundays; Granny 


Dynamite, Connor's Road; 
D] Dudeman; 8:30pm; $6 


DJS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Ladies Night: urban with Dj 
Invinceable 

HALO House 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
Industry Sundays: top 40, 
dance/R&B 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Atmosphere: funk, 
rare groove, hip hop with Dj 
Cool Curt 

THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend 
with DJ Jazzy; $2 

SAVOY French Pop: mixed 
with Deja Dj 

SUGARBOWL 
Multipurpose: Eclectic elec- 
tronic hosted by Prosper and 
Eli with quests 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Blue 
Mondays: Jam with Tim Lee 
and the Revelators 

L.B.'S PUB Open stage with 
Randy Martin; 9pm-2am 
SECOND CUP (CHURCHILL 
SQUARE) Open mic with 
Rob Taylor and Ben Todd; 
7:30-10pm 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Richard 
Blais 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Sam August 
SIDETRACK CAFE Open 
stage Mondays hosted by 
Ben Spencer with Mayes and 
Carmichael; 9pm; no cover 


DJS 


DUSTER’S Dj Dan 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS 10545-82 Ave, 
439-1422 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 
Ave, 702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
cL 7704-104 St, 432- 
1 


AZUCAR NIGHT CLUB 
1 11733-78 St, 479-7400 
| BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Road, 484-7751 
BLACK DOG 
10425.82 Ave, 439-1082 
THE BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne 
St, St. Albert, 418-6332 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329- 
82 Ave, 439-5058 


: 
| 

Boors 10242. " 
. noe 2-106 St, 423 


| men's LOUNGE Grandin 
} Mall, St. Albert, 458-3826 


SUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
18 rhe 


CAFE SELECT 1 sl 

St 428-1629 Saas 
CAUENTE NIGHTCLUB 
10815 jasper Ave, 425-0850 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA 


SHOPPE 10634. 
Tyg Oo8482 Ave, 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 468-9467 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 
10150-1017 St, 424-0400 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 
8010 Gateway Blvd, 432- 
2665 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 
481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 
Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 170 
St, Stony Plain Road, 486- 
4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 : 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429- 
3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 
454-9928 


EASTBOUND EATERY AND 
SAKE BAR 11 248-104 Ave, 
428-2448 ' 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave, 
435-5050 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE 10314-82 Ave,” 
439-4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
WEM, 489-1330 


EXECUTIVE ROYAL INN 
10010-178 St, 440-9541 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 


| 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with D] S.W.A.G. 
O’BYRNE’S Hip Mondays: 
Industry night with Dj 
Finnegan, live music 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 
ae 


DRUID Open stage with 
Chris Wynters 


FESTIVAL PLACE 
Shooglenifty, Juan Martin; 
7:30pm; $23 (cabaret)/$21 
(theatre seating); tickets 
available at Festival Place 
box office 449-3378, 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


THE FOX World beat jam; 
no cover 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and 
friends; 9:30pm 

PEPPERS Open stage 
hosted by the Darryl Meyer 
Quartet (R&B, blues, jazz) 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Richard 
Blais 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Sam August 


SIDETRACK CAFE Jason 
Plumb and the Willing, Ox, 
Jody Shenkarek, Gavin 
Dunn; 8pm; $8 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City: X-Band, 9pm; Salsa 
dance lessons, 8pm; $5 


(door) 
DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and Dj Tues with 
Run Riot Professional Music 
Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva: with D] Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D] Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 


437-3633 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAU- 
RANT (EDMONTON) 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 
Entrance, 426-4767 


THE FOX 10125-109 St, 
990-0680 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony 
Plain Rd, 489-1022 


GOLDEN HARVEST MIN- 
ISTRIES CHURCH 10504- 
128 St, 447-4357 


GUILTY MARTINI 10338- 
81 Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 
423-HALO 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL 8937-82 Ave, 463- 
6397 


IRON HORSE 8101 
Gateway Blvd, 438-1907 


JJ'S 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


J} AND R BAR AND GRILL 
4003-106 St, 436-4403 
JEFFREY’S CAFE AND 
WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 
451-8890 

THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221- 
34 Ave, 433-2599 

LB.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St. 
Albert, 460-9100 

LEGENDS 6104-172 St, 
481-2786 


LONGRIDERS 11733-75 St, 
479-7400 


Basement Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, Dj 
Invinceable, Q.B. 


DECADANCE Too Cool for 
Tuesdays: Ambient, Trip hop, 
goa and glitch with Galatea, 
Bitstream and guests 


DUSTER’S Dj “Name a 
Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Twisted Trivia: with D] Whit- 
Ford ‘ 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest 
with D] Gord 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 


THE ROOST Hot Butt 
Contest: with Dj Janny; 8- 
midnight; $1 (member)/$4 | 
(non-member) 

SEEDY’S Tuesday Nights 
with Dj Miss Mannered 
SIDETRACK CAFE Night 
Watch: With Dj Whitey 
Houston (Lyle Bell) 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Open mic; 8pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Carolyn Mark and her New 
Best Friends 


BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Wednesday night 
jams; 7-11pm j 
FESTIVAL PLACE 
Wednesday Night Patio 
Series: Poppyseed Steel Band 
(worldbeat/fusion), The 
George Bushes (bluegrass); 
$5 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters 
and friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

RED‘S Calico Drive, Amity, 
The New Aesthetic, Starlit 
Sky, Transit Radio, 
Atarms.length; all ages 


(show); $4/$2 (with ticket) 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open 
stage hosted by Brian 
Gregg; 8pm 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Richard 
Blais 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Sam August 


SIDETRACK CAFE Clann 
ZG, Fractal Pattern; 9pm; $7 


VICTORY LOUNGE CjsR 
Battle of the Bands: Raygun 
Cowboys, Field of Stream, 
London Rogue, Ute Levene, 
Brother Voodoo; 7pm (door) 


Dus 


Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/ breaks 
with Tripswitch and quests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with D) Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D] Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix 
Tape Bar Star College Nite: 
with DJ Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


GAS PUMP Karaoke contest 
with D] Gord 


LE GLOBE Dj Moreno 
GUILTY MARTINI DJ Sunny 


NEW CITY LIKWID 

| LOUNGE New City Dolls: 
Glam, punk, metal with 
Skinny J, }) Frenchy 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
Dj] Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SEEDY’S Dj night 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Revolving Mystery with 
guest DJ 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Appreciation Wednesdays; 
hip hop, R&B, reggae, soul 
with Reno and Mr “O"; 
10pm (door) 


YOUR APARTMENT Big 
Rock Indie Rock Night; indie 
rock with Dj 
Shouldbeinaband 


event; 4pm (door), 5:30pm 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 423-7884 


MYER HOROWITZ THE- 
ATRE SUB Building, U of A 
Campus, 420-1757 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL 6108-90 Ave, 490- 
1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 
413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, down- 
stairs, 413-4578 


O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


ORLANDO'S fl PUB AND 
GRILL 13509-127 St, 918- 
0568 


PEPPERS Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 Ave, 
135 St, 451-8022 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-5997 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED POTATO BISTRO 
6515-118 Ave, 479-3257 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 
St, 444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 
426-3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 
482-2589 

ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 10544- 
82 Ave, 439-7699 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SECOND CUP 10402-82 
Ave, 439-8097 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St 
421-0992 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, S004- 
98 Ave, 463-7788 » Rice 
Howard Way, 426-7784 * 
10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * 
Bourbon St (WEM), 444- 
1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333- 
112 St, 421-1326 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 
St, 438-2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030- 
102 St, 451-8000 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main 
Floor, 10551-82 Ave, 432- 
7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


SUGARBOWL 10922-88 
Ave, 433-8369 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920- 
62 Ave, 408-4686 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 
St, 439-3388 


VALLEY ZOO Buena Vista 
Rd, 134 St, 496-2925 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041- 
170 St, 930-4222 


VICTORY LOUNGE 10030- 
102 St (downstairs), 428- 
1099 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 451- 
8000 


¥ AFTERHOURS 10028-102 
St 


YOUR APARTMENT 81 20- 
101 St, 433-3337 


ZENARI’S 10117 101 St, 
425-6151 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR ; 


THE URBAN LOUNGE 
SOUTHSIDE'S BEST LIVE VENUE F | 
BITI-IOSST « 439-3388 = 


| CHECK OUT URBANLOUNGE NET FOR INFORMATION AND V-P TREATMENT | 
THURS DAY-SATURDAY JULY 8-10| 


SESSION 


WEDNESDAY 


LES ROBOT 


& MURDER OF CROWS 


JULY 14 


|[THURSDAY-SATURDAY JULY 15-17 


STEREO TEMA 


ae 


CACHACA ICE PRESENTS 


~ 


DANCING LESSONS START AT SPM 
$4.25 BOTTLES OF CACHACA ICE 


2004-2005 Season 
Classical Music Sampler 
Only 


$80 for 
Seven 
Superior 
Concerts , 


Classical Music Sampler Concert Calendar 


September 19, 3pm 
Sundays at 3 Organ Reatal 
Joyce Jones 


October 17, 8pm 
Edittontoh Classical-Guitar Socety 
Canadian Guitar Quartet 


November 9, 8pm 
Edmonton Chamber Music Society 
Les Violons du Roy 


January 23, 3pm 
Alberta Baroque Ensemble 
Austrian Connection 


February 6, 3pm 
Mill Creek Colliery Band 
British Brass 


March 25, 7:30pm 
Pro Coro Canada 
Mozart’s Requiem 
April 9, 8px 

Fatulty Musi¢ Recitals 
‘Two Piang Recital 


Samplers only available through TIX on the Square 
420-1757 or www.tixonthesquare.ca 
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2 $139 


BAD RELI G ; 0 i iy YY acto 
ATMOSPHERE - i 


BOUNCING SOULS — 14". 
MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK |,13" 


PULLEY = |;14" 
FROM FIRST TO LAST g 


Dear Diary, My Teen 
Angst Has/A Bodycount 


en . 


Ade 
sSOUNO 


own Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 low price 
Edmonton South: 3110 0 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 © Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 sound advice | 
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iniversal Souljah 


he labour pains are 
Joubled for fecund 
Souljah Fyah singer 
anaya Ellis 


By JERED STUFFCO 


fgouljah Fyah singer Janaya “Sista J” 
Ellis is expecting two massive 
Wacliveries this month. While the 
first of the two will likely arrive via 
Purolator in a box marked “FRAGILE,” 
the second delivery is exponentially 
more fragile and will arrive with the 
felp of a doctor, a team of nurses and 
it least one very loud scream. You see, 
while both deliveries will be greeted 
by tears of joy and sighs of relief, the 
first of the two is the debut, self-titled 
CD from Ellis's band Souljah Fyah. 
The second? It’s a baby, silly. 

And you thought your July was 
busy. Not only does Ellis have to get 
her band into shape for their biggest 

how yet, deal with the press, do 
bromo and ensure everything is run- 
hing smoothly, but she’s also got 
Lamaze classes. With only a week 
between the CD release party and the 
expected delivery date, some would 
ay that Ellis is cutting it a little close. 
i, on the other hand, would say that 
he’s borderline insane.) “I don’t like 
faving things unfinished,” she says, 
itting with her band in a downtown 
afé and looking very pregnant 
deed. “It was important to have 
his CD out before the baby came.” 

Apparently, though, the closeness 

i the deliveries has less to do with 
sign an te to do with some guy 
‘med Murphy and that crazy law of 
“There were the normal delays in 
i¢ making of this CD and we want- 
= to get it out sooner,” quips the 
ands wisecracking bassist Derrick 
“assie-D” Sine, “but apparently it 
Reded a very long gestation period.” 
ile the recording process took 
Pace here in Edmonton last fall at 
Tuce Suzuki Studios, the band 
ded to have the record mixed in 
8ary, a decision that threw up its 
"1 set of problems. “The fact that 
Ae mixing took place in Calgary 
ne the fact I realized that I actually 
ad to be there for it didn’t help 
uch,” Ellis says. Indeed, not unlike 


—— 


ambient techno or anything pro- 
duced by John “Mutt” Lange, mak- 
ing a reggae record is as much about 
the mixdown as it is about the 
recording process. “There were some 
key elements missing,” Ellis 


explains. “It was just a different 
interpretation of the material.” 
Mixing issues aside, the band 
also lost their original drummer, 
Kevin Prebushewski, just after ses- 
sions for the self-titled disc wrapped 
up. Despite his untimely departure, 


the band insists that the split was 
amicable. “He's entering into a new 
stage in his life,” says Ellis. “We actu- 
ally encouraged it.” 

Nonetheless, the remaining mem- 
bers—keyboardist Paul “The Juice” 
Joose, percussionist Bongbiemi “The 
Original Tribesman” Nfor, guitarist 
Olivia “Lil Liv” Street and drummer 
Dorrant “Heavy D” Rickets—have 
trudged on. They're also pumped and 
primed to finally get the record out. 
In fact, the group’s positivism is 
almost infectious: their new record is 
a joyful ride through what the band 
calls “contemporary-roots-progressive 
teggae” and sounds like it should 
have been cut somewhere in sunny 
Jamaica rather than in a small studio 
in northern Canada. 

“That’s where I write from,” 
explains a smiling Ellis, who also 
teaches grade school and handles 
much of the band’s writing. “Reggae 
is definitely about the spirit; I think 
it's about being a good person.” 

“It’s like a musical communion,” 
continues guitarist Olivia Street. 
“There's always so much energy in 
the room when we’re playing 
together and I think the audience 
feeds off of that.” 

With a new CD in tow, expect 
the same when the band takes the 
Stage at the Starlite this Tuesday. 
And what if the baby arrives a little 
bit early? “Then it'll be an interest- 
ing show,” smirks Ellis. No kidding. 
Good thing it’s all-ages. O 


SOULJAH FYAH CD 

RELEASE PARTY 
With guest DJs Starlite Room Tue, 
July 13 (all-ages) 


FRIDAY JULY 23 


THE FLOOR 


FAKE C: 


RADIO BERLIN 
| CAN PUT MY ARM BACK ON YOU CAN'T 
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NAMLS WLCM wis RESIDENT DJ NIK7 


COME DOWN TONIGHT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN TICKETS 
TO SEE THE VANS WARPED TOUR, AND ENJOY A HIP-SHAKIN’ 
MIX OF ELECTRO, DISCO PUNK AND NO WAVE:! 


i 


CUSA BATTLE OF THE BANDS 


RAYGUN COWBOYS, FIELD OF STREAM, | 
LONDON ROGUE, UTELEVENEAND = 
BROTHER VOODOO DooRS 7PM 


VINDICTIVE VICTORY METAL FRIDAYS : 
CANNIBAL CORPSEUP IN STARLITE, AND OURNEW | 
METAL NIGHT DOWNSTAIRS! COVERING THE WHOLE 
SPECTRUM, AND DRINKSPECIALSTOO! 


eer nae ete al 


CUSRATTLEOF THESANDS = 
BATTLE NUMBER TWO: é 
CAFFINE SUNDAY, CELLAR DOOR, ; 


THE DROGUES AND QUIETUS DOORS7PM | 


5 SR aS: eae S PN 


COLUMBUS Live on THE vicTORY STAGE: 


WITH GUEST DJ S MASTER F (OF 7871S : A BIRTHDAY SET!) 
COLUMBUS IS A NEW BAND FEATURING EX-MEMBERS OF STIRLING. 
FILM STILLS, LITTLE BABY CUPCAKES! 

DOORS 9 PM / TICKETS AT THE DOOR / NO MINORS! 


THE WEIAD SCIENCE TOUR 


wit ODDITIES ano CIRCLE RESEARCH 


EMBRACE THE SOUND OF CANADA'S HIP HOP UNDERGROUND * 
TICKETS $8 AT TICKETMASTER, FS, BLACKBYRD AND LISTEN/ DOORS 8 PM 
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A COWBOY COSTUME PARTY TO CELEBRATE OUR NEW UNDERGROUND 
HOUSE/TECHNO NIGHT ! DRESS UP AND GET IN CHEAP! DRINK SPECIALS! 


THE AON AIMER SHOW 


BROADCAST LIVE FROM THE VICTORY STAGE! 
CELEBRITY GUESTS AND SPORTS TALK! 
$2.50 DOMESTIC BEER DURING THE SHOW! 


10030 - 102 STREET (DOWNSTAIRS) 
BELOW THE STARIMTE ROOM! 
PH. 428-1099/WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 


YOU DON’T NEED A MEMBERSHIP 10 ENJOY THE VICTORY! 


A Katalyst Event 
www.motionnotion.com 
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Riverside camping & the full spectrum of electronic music... 


Astral PFOJSCTION tice arog 
"Black sun Empire (Netherlands) auniM 
TIPPeF- (x) sednes 

Treavor Moontribe 


“RANGETON PARK. One hour drive West of Edmonton on the Pembina Ri 
. See: flyer or website for map. Info (403) 230-6060 


~ Ticketmaster- www.ticketmaster.ca, (780) 451-8000, (403) 777-0000, and outlets 
Foosh- 10554 82 Ave (780) 491-6980 
Underground Clothing- West Edm Mall, 8770 170 St (780) 484-3924 
Listen Records- 10649 124 St (780) 732-1132 
Blackbyrd Myoozik- 10442 82 Ave (780) 439-1273 


SEASON TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW 
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McLusky do malice 


Welsh rocker 
Andy Falkous is, 
er, a sensible man 
who says 
reasonable things 
By DYLAN YOUNG 


ndy Falkous, singer and guitarist 
A: the U.K.-based rabble-rousers 
cLusky, has asked for a 30-sec- 
ond break in our interview to get 
himself sorted. In the silence of the 
moment, I try to shake the odd 
impression I've started to develop. I 
feel like I’m talking to John Lydon 
(of Sex Pistols and PiL fame). 
I blame this sensation on Falkous’s 
natural inclination 


of music, the band who literally aff 
going to save music. That's Why » 
thinking of naming the next a}j), ‘, 
The Centre of the Universe. |’. , itt 
going to be called that or Be Ayy, ig a 
Each Other.” . 
Falkous’s manner, like his | ang 
music, is whimsical and direct, ;,, i 
comfortable skipping from target a 
target than attacking from a dis, tanger 
“I don’t think journalists under. tand 


"our sensibility,” he says with a |), sh 


“With the first album, My Pain and 
Sadness Is More Sad and Painju,i I Than 
Yours, they took the title Jit; ally. 
When we released McLusky Do Dalle 
in 2001, all anyone could talk about 
was how nasty we sounded. yes ; 
was angular, but in my view it was 
classic pop album. Now, with tit 
new one, The Difference Between \y, 


— and You Is That |'yy 
toward acid truths |= Not on Fire, px: pl 
and high-wit sar- | == are disappointed 
casm. But it’s more L&= that it’s not as 


than that. Falkous’s inflections and 
speech mannerisms are uncannily 
‘close to Lydon’s, right down to the 
precision of the sinewy drawl he uses 
to stress his points. It doesn’t hurt 
that Falkous's sharp tongue and acute 
synaptic flashes are also evident in 
McLusky’s energetic, ruthless musical 
temperament. But Falkous isn’t just a 
fresh incarnation of Lydon’s piss-take 
spirit; he’s a comfortably angry wit 
with his own bones to pick. 

“I've got a bit.of a hobby tracking 
down and collecting band biogra- 
phies,” Falkous says. “They’re the most 
incredible things. Successfully con- 
densing everything about a band into 
about 200 words is an achievement. 
Most biographies end up being such 
ridiculous statements of fuck-all. You 
read them and you know deep down 
that you’re never going to like their 
music. There’s just a certain arrogant 
mindset in the kind of band that 
thinks they are the be-all and end-all 


mean-sounding.” 

Their sound, though frequent! 
serrated—aggro, even—is very much 
in tune. with a pop sensibility that 
predates our Meaningless contempo. 
tary micro-classifications: timeless 
pop rock in the broadest sense. It's a 
quality that will continue to con 
found critics looking for easy defini- 
tions. “People need to sensationalize 
things,” Falkous notes. ‘Sensible 
Man Says Reasonable Things’ is never 
going to be a headline. I’m not say- 
ing Our music is a kind of bloody fair- 
trade, small-craft-shop, no-GM, 
boring, featureless worthy thing, but 
I'd like to think there’s something of 
substance to it. Other people might 
n’t agree. But I think that’s because 
we haven't got the correct haircut for 
their particular paradigm.” © 


McLusky’s new album, The Difference 
Between Me and You Is That I’m Nol on 
Fire (Too Pure/Beggars) is in stores no, 
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arted in 1999 by Dublin native 
‘Declan de Barra in his adopted 
ome of Melbourne, Australia, 
forward-thinking Irish/Australian 
d Clann Zé has just released it 
ond disc on Winnipeg’s G7 Wel- 
ming Committee Records, famed 
its slate of politically active artists 
ke Propagandhi. But when it came 
ime for Clann Zé to establish a pres- 
nce in Canada, the ambitious sextet 
most passed G7 by. 
“We looked at G7,” de Barra says 
h his thick Irish brogue, “but we 
passed it because we weren’t a punk 
ad at all.” After some initial consul- 
btion to make sure there was no clash 
Bi ideologies, G7 agreed to put out the 
d's first disc Rua (the title means 
fierce” or “red” in Irish and “three” 
Maori) and their latest offering, 
ack Coats and Bandages. “It’s been 
eat," de Barra says of the arrange- 
mt. “They've worked very hard for 
§. They’re honest about what they 
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can do and what they can’t do, which 
is what | like. I’ve been on other labels 
before and they bullshit ya. I know 
G7 is a small independent label so 
there’s certain things they can’t do, so 
they just let ya know.” 

Like many young Irishmen, de 
Barra fled the Emerald Isle when he 
came of age to seek greener economic 
pastures and soon found himself in 
Melbourne. After playing in several 
harder-edged bands, de Barra and gui- 
tarist Benjamin Andrews began exper- 
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imenting with different styles. “We 
Started diverging from what we were 
doing into this kind of soundtrack 
material,” he says, “which turned out 
to be Clann Zi.” Their lush, brooding 
sound is a result of adding violins and 
electronics to a basic rock set-up. And 
while Rua incorporated traditional 
Irish melodies and plenty of digital 
studio wizardry, the sparser Black 
Coats and Bandages was recorded in 
Dublin using only analog equipment 
and almost no layering—plus several 
songs sung in Irish. 

When de Barra left Dublin, the 
native tongue was on the wane. Years 
of economic hardship had led many 
young people to leave Ireland and 
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CHECK OUT FINGER ELEVEN 
LIVE IN CONCERT 
Saturday, July 10 at Stage 13, Camrose! 
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forsake their linguistic roots, but with 
the economy on the upswing, the 
stigma of being Irish has largely dis- 
appeared. “That sort of eased the idea 
that if you were Irish you were shit or 
second-class,” de Barra says, “and 
with that came a newfound respect 
and use of the language. Ironically it’s 
been TY, which has traditionally been 
an enemy of small languages because 
it usually broadcasts in Americanized 
English, that’s actually been one of its 
saviours—that and radio. There’s now 
dedicated Irish TV and radio stations 
and it’s very popular. So the use is still 
there and it’s morphing into a more 
modern Irish.” 

Despite the backing of a Canadi- 
an label, de Barra knows their first 
jaunt across Canada will be financial- 
ly tight. “People, bring sandwiches,” 
he says, only half-jokingly, “because 
we'll be riding on the bones of our 
arse and we'll be scrawny rakes by 
the time we get [to Edmonton]. 
We've been trying to get as fat as pos- 
sible before this tour so we can sur- 
vive it. It’s easy for me and some of 
the guys ‘cause we're not vegans so 
we can live on roadkill. They have to 
live on water and air.” © 

CLANN ZU 

With Fractal Pattern and Blueroom * 

Sidetrack Cafe * Wed, July 14 
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Meet Finger Eleven up close and personal 
on Saturday, July 10, 12pm at Best Buy 
17539 Stony Plain Road NW, Edmonton. 
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one of three new shirt designs now available 
the black dog freehouse 10425.whyte ave 
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In Store Autograph Session 
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Empire burlesque 


Suicide Girls give 
the old-fashioned 
“girlie show” an 
alt-culture edge 


By HEATHER ADLER 


mately unfulfilling about 

aunchy strip clubs, questionably 
sticky skin mags and shot-on~ -the- 
cheap porno videos. Sure, we all like 
sexy girls and if all you're interested 
in is seeing busty blondes getting it 
on with a pole (or a generically 
handsome guy with about as much 
personality as a pole), they do the 
trick. But isn’t it time you demanded 
more from your fantasy women? 
The Suicide Girls think so. 

Founded in 2001, Suicide Girls 
began as an online community built 
around the finer things in life: music, 
politics, creativity, art and, of course, 
gorgeous, scantily clad women. 
Today, it’s a small empire that bal- 
ances out alternative culture with a 
healthy dose of quirky, intelligent 
sexuality that has all the glamour of 
old-fashioned pin-up photography, 
but with a decidedly punk rock edge. 
With its beautifully imperfect, defi- 
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antly tattooed and pierced models, 
the site has become a beacon for 
young women looking for an outlet 
to display their bodies and write 
about alternative culture. This week, 
a handful of the girls featured online 
will be exposing their opinions 
(among other things) as the Suicide 
Girls burlesque troupe streaks 
through town. “None of us are really 
cookie-cutter pretty girls,” explains 
Pearl, one of the seductively spirited 
Suiciders on the tour. “The whole 
essence of the Suicide Girls is to be 
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unique and be yourself, so that brings 
a lot of people to shows because they 
want to get a taste of something 
that’s a little bit different.” 

Pearl also keeps a blog on the Sui- 
cide Girls site, where she shares her 
up-to-the-moment thoughts on music 
and politics. It’s not the kind of com- 
mentary you'd expect to find along- 
side photos of semi-nude girls who 
appear to be equal parts Elvira and 
Betty Page, but she says that’s what 
makes this community different—sex- 
uality and brains aren’t incompatible 
there. “Women are still learning to 
break out of themselves, learn about 
who they are, talk about being 
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raunchy and still have opinions about 
things,” Pearl explains. “Around me I 
see all these beautiful, powerful 
women who aren’t your regular girls; 
they have all these crazy tattoos and 
crazy lives, but they’re proud of it and 
proud of being themselves.” 


THE BURLESQUE TOUR, which fea- 
tures “seven girls, six firearms and 
five bottles of chocolate sauce,” is a 
natural extension of the website. 
The performance blends humour, 
striptease, modern music and titillat- 
ing skits into an experience that 
embodies everything the Suicide 
Girls collectively stand for. “People 
are learning again—like they did 100 
years ago when burlesque was at its 
highest popularity—that sexiness, 
intelligence and humour can all be 
rolled into one thing,” Pearl says. 
“They don’t have to be isolated. 
Girls don’t just have to strip; they 
can be sexy and also smart.” 
Surprisingly, more than half the 
members on the website are females 
with a college education, and Pearl 
says the crowds showing up for the 
burlesque tour belong to the same 
demographic. “Women love to see 
other women being out there cele- 
brating who they are,” she says, 
“and they want to be a part of that.” 
Tired feminist rhetoric might tell us 
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that the sexualization of women can 
be nothing but depraved, but for 
Pearl and her spiky-haired comrades 
the experience has been incredibly 
empowering: they’re in full control 
of how much skin they show, what 
image they project and what activi- 
ties they participate in onstage. “We 
all think what’s most sexy about 
ourselves is our minds,” she says, 
“and we get to choose what we 
want to do because that’s what 
makes us feel good.” 

While she admits she doesn’t 
think “Barbie-girl beauty” will ever 
fall out of fashion, Pearl is inspired 
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by the way the Suicide Girls ang 
other cultural attitudes that onc 
belonged exclusively to the under. 
ground have squirmed their way 
into the mainstream. But then again 
it’s hard to hate alternative lifest, ie 
when they’re presented in the form 
of gyrating g-strings, garters B 
glammed-up gothic girls. Plus, its 
not nearly as shameful as watching 
Intercourse With a Vampire ox Saving 
Ryan’s Privates. Right, fratboy? 0 
THE SUICIDE cn 
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without Waifs 


Ross MacDonald ° With Ben 
cer * an Sugarbowl « Thu, 
y8 (min the middle of my chat with 
4 Ross MacDonald as he settles in for 
ymmer in Edmonton when he sud- 
exclaims, “The Waifs had a baby!” 
MacDonald came to the Great 
ite North to visit friends while fel- 


«) Wail Vikki Simpson headed home 


Australia, where she gave birth to a 
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baby boy two weeks ago. “[Vikki] had 
a baby,” he explains, “and-as-a conse- 
quence of that, the band has been 
flung to every corner of the globe.” 

Drummer for the indie band since 
1998, MacDonald says his gig with the 
Waifs comes with some perks, includ- 
ing a round trip anywhere after each 
tour. While wrapping up their latest 
North American tour in June, the band 
met Oh Susanna and MacDonald had 
a chance to sit around and jam some 
of his “dark folk tunes,” a session that 
led to an invitation to join her at the 
Edmonton Folk Festival this year. 

Anticipating the band’s hiatus, 
MacDonald managed to record the 
just-released Far From Here, a studio 
album of his “anti-Waif” solo work. 
“They're my own compositions,” he 
says. “They’re kind of recollections and 
collections of childhood as well as 
writings from just my journeying 
around the globe.” 

MacDonald's passion for guitar 
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picking was sparked several years ago 
while playing back home with the 

Ragabillys, who had a brilliant finger- 
picker. “I just watched and listened and 
played along with that music and 
eventually | just taught myself,” 
explains MacDonald, who bought a 
handcrafted Australian guitar while 
touring with the Waifs in 1999. The 
builders of stringed instruments in Aus- 
tralia are called luthiers and his new 
guitar inspired a trip to learn more 
about them. “When we were on tour 
in Toronto back in 2001,” he says, “I 
was particularly bored and jaded with 
everything and it just occurred to me, 
it would be a great project to travel 
around Australif@meeting all these peo- 
ple and recording their guitars.” With 
his laptop and two microphones, Mac- 
Donald sat in kitchens and living 
rooms all over the country talking gui- 
tars and came home with the 12 
instrumental tracks that made up his 
debut 2002 release, Southern Crossing. 


With special guests {) 
from Pittsburgh 
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Neruda alert! 


Inti-Ilimani Celebrates Pablo 
Neruda * Myer Horowitz Theatre 
(U of A) » Fri, July 9 It’s only fitting 
that Inti-Illimani, one of Chile’s most 
renowned international ensembles, is 
celebrating the 100th birthday of the 
Nobel Prize-winning Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda. Both the band and the writer 
suffered exiles from their homeland 
while their primary intentions were to 
be a voice for the people. “We share 
this characteristic in the way that our 
art is engaged with people, with prob- 
lems and hopes and fights,” explains 
Jorge Coulon, who co-founded Inti-llli- 
mani 37 years ago. “We think that in a 
country like Chile or countries in Latin 
America or poor countries in the world, 
the artists have a commitment because 
we have not many voices and we must 
use our voices to live better.” 

General Augusto Pinochet assumed 
power in Chile from democratically 
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elected president Salvador Allende-in 
1973 while Inti-lllimani was on tour in 
Europe. Denied entry back home, they 
remained in Italy and toured the rest of 
the world during their 14 years in exile, 
expressing the voices of the suppressed 
back home through their politically 
engaging songs. Twenty years earlier, 
Neruda faced a similar exile under a 
different regime and spent many years 
in Italy composing poetry about his 
oppressed homeland. 

Performing together for nearly 
four decades, the band has become 
an “intergenerational group.” 
Coulon’s brother Marcelo is the only 
other remaining original member of 
the seven-piece band. Several years 
ago, the older members began to 
retire, allowing new blood to flow 
through their music. “It must 
change,” Coulon says, “and that is 
good that it’s always changing. But 
there is something deep, 
of the music that remains.” © 
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8) WILCO 
GHOST IS BORN 


‘ 
70) LAVIGNE, AVRIL 
UNDER MY SKIN 


1) COLD MOUNTAIN 
(2DVD) 
2) SIMPSONS: 
SEASON 4 (4DVD) 
3) SOUTH PARK: 
SEASON 4 (3DVDS) 
4) BLAZING SADDLES: 
30TH ANV 
5) V/A-CONT 
TORONTO ROCKS 
(2DVDS) 
6) SPIDER-MAN: 
67 CLASSIC (6DVDS) 
7) WONDER WOMAN; 
COMPLETE 1ST SEASON 
8) SECRET WINDOW 
9) CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM: 
2ND SEASON 
10) 50 FIRST DATES 
(WIDESCREEN) 


ALL PURPOSE VOLTAGE HEROES 
THE END OF DANIEL 

JOHNATHAN POOLE 

(INDEPENDENT) 

ae SS SS 
I've always had a grudging respect for 
anyone who can play the piano. As a 
failed student of the ivories, hearing 
someone plunk out a melody has 
always made me strangely uneasy— 
although | love the resonance of those 
tiny hammers striking a string, the fact 
that it’s someone else drawing out that 
emotion fills me with mild regret over 
never really getting past middle C. 
You'd think that when | first heard the 
All Purpose Voltage Heroes do their 
thing, all piano-driven melodies 
backed by a fierce drumbeat, |’d col- 
lapse into a sulking heap. Well, | did, 
but for a different reason. 

What really depresses me more 
about the band’s new record, The End 
of Daniel Johnathan Poole, is the fact 
that they’ll no longer belong to us 
local folks. Recorded by the Floor’s 
Graham Lessard—another keyboard 
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junkie, damn him—the record is a 
whirling trip through suburban dis- 
comfort and uncertainty, a malaise 
combated by shooting a faint memory 
of old New Wave through a punk rock 
filter. The conceit of the record is 
frontman Poole’s apparent self- 
destruction, and it’s a noisy, prismatic 
demise—a furious record scratch 
drops into the mix of “Transylvania,” 
while a groaning cheap organ churns 
counterpoint to Poole’s screaming on 
“Chaos vs. Havoc” before the song 
bursts out at a breakneck pace. Like 
their kindred spirits the Unicorns, 
APVH draw from a wide base of influ- 
ences, but The End is brilliantly acces- 
sible, charmingly diverse and 
imaginative. It also sounds like an 
enormous leap forward instead of a 
blatantly derivative project for some 
kids who found Casios at a garage sale 
and thought Hot Hot Heat was cool. | 
wish | still had that crappy keyboard 
now. *% ¥%% ¥ —Dave JoHNsTON 
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THE ALBUM LEAF 

IN A SAFE PLACE 

(SUB POP) 

—SSSa es] 
As | drove to the Rockies last week, | 
listened to a new CBC Radio One 
show in which host Jian Ghomeshi 
and an expert panel (which includes 
author and Rheostatic Dave Bidini) 
will pick the top 50 pop songs of all 
time. What does this have to do with 
experimental music, you ask? Well, 
Ghomeshi and his panel discussed 
what makes the perfect melody, and 
they agreed that a song must musi- 
cally convey both joy and pain— 
“aching beauty” was the term they 
agreed upon. 

And, as the Rockies lay before me, 
| put the Album Leaf’s new album into 
my car's CD player, and it amazed me 
just how much “aching beauty” it 
contained. The Album Leaf is a 
moniker for American post-rock icon 
Jimmy LaValle; for this album, he trav- 
eled to Iceland to record with mem- 
bers of native atmospheric pop bands 
Mdm and Sigur Ros. The result is a 
mix of classical, electronic and rock 
influences which intertwine to create a 
beautifully mournful sound. The open- 
ing bleats of “Window” are best left 
for an autumn day when the first real 
chills are in the air, while the violin 
squeals of “On Your Way” are like 
cries of sorrow. The mix of electronic 
and classical instrumentation is inge- 
nious, and on “Eastern Glow” there’s 
even a hint of jangling guitars. It’s an 
impressive mix, an album that doesn’t 
sacrifice musicality for experimenta- 
tion. x tx Ye tr —Steven SANDOR 
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top 10 sellers 


01. creature comforts black dice 
02. louden up now If 

03. little heart's ease royal city 
04. sonic nurse sonic youth 

05. the slow wonder a.c. newman 
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FRICK SERMON 
(Mltetean), [Ew fase | 
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ERICK SERMON 

CHILLTOWN, NEW YORK 
(MOTOWN/UNIVERSAL) 

Erick Sermon is back on a ney FS. 
but it’s the same old E Dub soung 


even after dishin’ out $200 099 for 


On his 


2001 crossover classic Music d its 
2002 hardcore follow-up, pea; 
Chilltown, New York doesn’t leave 
you guessing with where Erick’; head 
is—he starts to rap about his love fo} 
the streets that he once ruled with 
Parrish Smith in EPMD. But more 
often than not, he meander: on 
about how he hasn’t lost touch with 
his hardcore consciousness, which 
leads to the numerous guest appear 
ances by Def Squad members Red. 
man, Keith Murray and newcomer sy 
Scott (who is featured heavily on thi 
affair). A new Def Squad album 
would’ve gained way more hyp 
than another Erick Sermon album, 
but | guess it’s still Erick’s game, and 
he’s still the star. 

And despite the numerous 
appearances by Def Squad alumni, 
this album still contains Erick’s hot 
beats, his habitual dissing of scrubs 
who aren’t fortunate enough to be 
15-year veterans of the rap game 
(even though it’s more like two 
decades) and his usual rebukes to all 
the haters who keep thinking Sermon 
fell off. He hasn’t. He’s stil! hanging 
onto his piece of the pie, even 
though that piece is getting smaller 
by the minute. ve ¥%& —Taz 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


06. a ghost is born wilco 

07. grab that gun the organ 

08. dogs nina nastasia 

09. good news... modest mouse 
10. this is the getdown the wolfnote 
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I'm no Phish head. Until | heard their 
7009 studio album Farmhouse, my 
knowledge of the band was limited 
to a little Sunday afternoon cottage 
exposure. Farmhouse opened my 
eyes, however, and a couple of live 
bootlegs between then and now kept 
me hooked. (| even tried to get into 
Mike Gordon’s solo records! Sheesh!) 
50 when Trey Anastasio announced 
Jast May that the band was calling in 
quits after a couple of mid-August 
shows in Coventry, Vermont, | did 
get a little of that end-of-an-era feel- 
ing. “We all love and respect Phish 
and the Phish audience far too much 
to stand by and allow it to drag on 
beyond the point of vibrancy and 
health,” Anastasio wrote in a farewell 
explanation to fans. “We don’t want 
to become caricatures of ourselves, 
‘or worse yet, a nostalgia act.” 

Alas, their final studio record, 
Undermind, is kind of like that, an 
assortment of meandering jams and 
positive messaging (such as “You don’t 
have to count them/Just enjoy them 
one by one” from “Scents and Subtle 
Sounds”) that may have been better 
left unsaid. There are a few standout 
tracks: “Army of One” has some strong 
nostalgic emotion, “Crowd Control” is 
as catchy as anything on Farmhouse 


and “Access Me” is a bizarre reqgae- 
style oddity. But Undermind is pretty 
underwhelming. Thanks goodness real 


- Phish fans won't be looking at any- 


thing this static for any sort of closure. 
x —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


SCORPIONS 

UNBREAKABLE 

(SANCTUARY) 

SS eS 
After 35 years, the Scorpions are still 
trying to rock you like a hurricane. 
Unfortunately, time has downgraded 
these unceasing German hard rockers 
to more of a tropical storm. Instead of 
retiring to a quiet life of drinking beer 
and watching their national team lose 
Euro 2004, the Scorpions assembled an 
album that wraps a hard metal coating 
around a soft melodic centre. Still 
singing in accented English, they again 
demonstrate why—despite having 20 
albums in 35 years—I can’t remember 


hearing a single Scorpions tune in a” 


bar in years except when it’s being 
drunkenly sung at karaoke. 

The riffs are tired and they really 
seem to have played themselves out 
over the years. Even though Unbreak- 
able marks a return to a heavier sound, 
it still sounds tamed by age. |’m not 
sure if it’s the production or the music 
itself, but it sounds as though Rudolf 
Schenker went around saying, “Maybe 
we should turn it down a little.... You 
know, go from 11 to, say, eight.” 


to rococo rot 


While they may not be quite the band 
they were back in the heady days 
when hair metal ruled, at least Ger- 
many doesn’t have to watch them 
Wander around as incomprehensible 
crazy-trainwrecks. #¥% —Jjames ELrorp 


TO ROCOCO ROT 

HOTEL MORGEN 

(DOMINO) 
ae ee 
I’m usually a big fan of minimalist 
experimental music. But try as | might 
to find something positive to say about 
Hotel Morgen that | like (and | gave this 
disc an extra spin and a few backtracks 
before writing this review), | can only 
state that | actually think that these 
German experimentalists are too mini- 
malist for their own good. 

To Rococo Rot don’t dress up their 
songs (and | use that term loosely); basi- 
cally what you get is a repeated 
synth/keyboard line with a canned 
rhythm. It’s background noise at best, 
but in this case it’s being passed off as 
something truly groundbreaking. And 
because the patterns within the songs 
never change, these sound like neat 
ideas for intros, and that’s it. In fact, To 
Rococo Rot managed to put me to sleep 
twice; their music is kind of like counting 
sheep. It’s spartan, which is far from 
being a crime. But it’s also unadventur- 
ous, which, especially when it comes to 
electronic music, is murder—on the ears, 
anyway. # —Steven SANDOR 


Fractal Pattern 

No Hope But Mt. Hope 

(Method) 

A mournful hornful of melodic goodness, Fractal Pattern 
has succeeded at the heady task of delivering a challeng- 
ing yet engaging instrumental rock record. This ain’t 
Granddad’s chamber music; rather, it’s a tough-as-nails, 
mathy trip to the fine land of chaotic guitars and inspired 
harmonic arrangements. 


Propeller 

Argento 

(Scratch) 

Mark Spybey has gone all Howard Hughes on your ass 
and now lives in rural England but you can still revel in 
his droning, hypnotic noise-capades with the release of 
the five-year-old recordings contained on Argento. Fans 
of Zoviet-France and Metal Machine Music will not be 
disappointed. 


Reverend Horton Heat 
Revival 


(Yep Roc) 

Ahhhh, the Reverend. Mr. Heat delivers a size 12 rocka- 
billy boot in the ass. You don’t like it? Well, in the words 
of Whitey, you can go take a long suck on a short... Uh, 
yeah. Well, anyway, the dude can play guitar. “The 


BY WHITEY AND TB PLAYER 
se 


Happy Camper” is an instrumental chair-dancing extrav- 
aganza, while “Callin’ in Twisted” is a bang-on ode to 
working under the influence. Not that | would ever do 
that. That’s unprofessional. 


Uncle Kracker 

Seventy Two and Sunny 

(Lava) 

The red-and-black old-timey western shirt Mr. Kracker 
is wearing on the cover is very snazzy indeed. And 
that, my friends, is the most positive thing | can say 
about this godawful turd sandwich. This disc is 
crammed with medium-tempo semi-ballads filled with 
thinly disguised attempts to appear trashy yet senti- 
mental. (“I know he’s a drunken, unemployed, cheat- 
ing asshole, but you don’t know him like | do.”) I'm 
sure many of these songs will make appearances at 
trailer park weddings in the near future. 


Los Mocosos 

American Us 

(Six Degrees) 

Tongue-twistin’ machismo abounds as Los Macosos plow 
through some upbeat and authentic Latino pop. They 
should have consulted the English speaking world on the 
album title, though. Anus! Americanus? What? 


ait 
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Explosively funny 
Napoleon Dynamite 
celebrates the 


-nerdiest teen 


in Idaho 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


e title character in Napoleon 
Dynamite—that's right, that’s 
the guy’s name—could be 

described as a nerd, a dweeb or a 
geek, but ordinary words like those 
hardly do him justice. You’d proba- 
bly need to invent a completely new 
term (gerd? dweek?) to capture his 
full, majestic essence properly. He’s 
the tallest, skinniest, most unpopu- 
lar student at Preston High School in 
desolate Preston, Idaho: a hostile, 
mouthbreathing outcast with an 
untidy mop of redheaded curls on 
his head and a wardrobe that con- 
sists of sweatpants, off-brand jeans, 
moon boots and tacky souvenir T- 
shirts. His voice sounds simultane- 
ously pissed-off and out-of-breath, 


oy 
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5 Napoleon blown apart 


and his face remains frozen in the 
same heavy-lidded expression, his 
eyes half-closed behind his thick- 
lensed glasses. During a typical 
schoolday, Napoleon will get 
slammed against the lockers a few 
times, spend hours sketching ligers 
in his notebook (“It’s pretty much 
my favourite animal,” he mumbles. 
“It’s, like, a lion and tiger mixed. 
Preferred for its skills in magic.”), 


=ICOMEDY 


play a few rounds of tetherball by 
himself in the playground and then 
get slammed against the lockers a 
few more times before heading 
home. “How was school?” his grand- 
mother asks him in one scene. “The 
worst day of my life!” he yells back. 
“What do you think?” 

There’s not much of a plot to 
Napoleon Dynamite, even though all 
of the characters keep themselves 
busy pursuing a bewildering assort- 
ment of hopelessly misguided 
schemes. Napoleon’s uncle Rico (Jon 
Gries) is trying to raise enough 


money selling Tupperware and bust- 
enlarging creams door-to-door to buy 
a time machine over the Internet 
and travel back to 1982; Napoleon’s 
wimpy, unemployed older brother 
Kip (Aaron Ruell) spends hours every 
day at the computer chatting with 
his online girlfriend LaFawnduh; 
Napoleon’s would-be girlfriend Deb 
(Tina Majorino) runs her own “glam- 
our photography” business in her 
spare time (she also sells boondoggle 
keychains, but she doesn’t get very 
far in her sales pitch to Napoleon: “I 
made, like, an infinity of those in 
scout camp,” he loftily tells her); and 
Napoleon himself makes it his mis- 
sion to get his only friend, a similarly 
clueless Mexican kid named Pedro 
(Efren Ramirez) elected class presi- 
dent. He’s also teaching himself hip- 
hop dancing with the aid of a dusty 
old videotape, D-Qwon’s Dance Moves, 
that he found at the local thrift store. 
And in the back of his mind, he also 
wants to master more “skills.” “Girls 
only want boyfriends who have great 
skills,” he reasons. “You know, like, 
nunchuck skills, bowhunting skills, 
computer hacking skills....” 
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Prarie 


THE FILM’S HUMOUR, then, doesn’t 
come so much from what happens 
as it does from its overall mood of 
quietly grotesque small-town surreal- 
ism. And director Jared Hess, who 
co-wrote the film with his wife 
Jerusha, fills the film with one hilari- 
ous, deadpan non sequitur after 
another. When Napoleon takes an 
after-school job at a poultry farm, 
for instance, his first question to his 
new bosses is “Do the chickens have 
large talons?” When a gang of bul- 
lies asks him what he did last sum- 
mer, he insists that he spent it with 
his uncle in Alaska hunting wolver- 
ines. This is a guy whose idea of a 
romantic pickup line is “I caught 
you a delicious bass.” 

I don’t know if any of that 
sounds remotely funny on paper, 
but you have to trust me when I say 
that in the hands of actor Jon Heder, 
it’s all gold. (He even makes taking a 
swig of Gatorade seem hilarious.) 
What a find this guy is! Heder com- 
pletely submerges himself inside his 
character’s pale, sweaty skin—every 
aspect of Napoleon’s personality, 
from his toneless voice to the spastic 
way he runs down the school hall- 
way, is perfectly timed and calibrat- 
ed. Heder doesn’t do anything to 
make Napoleon the least bit endear- 
ing—and that’s precisely what's so 


endearing about him. Sure, he’, 
sensitive, charming or the lea. 
talented, but didn’t we all 
through a similar period j, , 
teenage years when we were j,., 
completely homely and unloyapj.) 

Hess's directorial style is sop; 
cross between Bottle Rocket-er3 wy 3 
Anderson and Gates of Hea, oe 
Errol Morris—lots of oddly dye... 
characters posed in tableaux y9;,.. 
ugly furniture and barren lands... 
And like those two other firee) : 
Hess has been accused by sever .,;; 
ics of holding a bunch of pathej.,\, 
deluded characters up to mocke,, :. 
Napoleon would say: “Idiots|” White 
you can’t help but stare in stupefied 
amazement at a lot of the {| ing 
Napoleon does (¢.g., stuffing a hang. 
ful of Tater Tots in his pants poco; 
so he can snack on them later in 
English class), Hess goes out of }; 
way to contrive happy endings for aj] 
his characters. And if Hess feels such, 7 
contempt for Napoleon and hi, 
friends, why do I feel like grinning 
fondly every time I think of then 
Pedro for President! © 
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NAPOLEON DYNAMITE 

Directed by Jared Hess Written by 
Jared Hess and Jerusha Hess « Starring 
Jon Heder, Efren Ramirez and Tina 
Majorino © Opens Fri, july 9 


& heresy! 


Every week in Heresy!, Vue invites its film 
writers either to champion a film that 
everyone else thinks is trash or to slam a 
film that everyone else regards as art. 
This week: Josef Braun pans Kissed. 


In 1996, writer/director Lynne Stop- 
kewich’s Kissed greatly helped to raise 
the international status of Canadian 
cinema, a cinema becoming renowned 
for its daring approach to sexuality and 
commitment to darker themes. Yet 
perhaps a little hindsight will better 
reveal that Kissed also reinforced the 
false stereotype of Canadian cinema as 
one of underachievement. 

Based on Barbara Gowdy’s entranc- 
ing, precise and succinct story “We So 
Seldom Look on Love,” a story about a 
young female necrophiliac, Kissed teas- 
es us with profound psychological, 
spiritual, social and sexual questions, 
but finally holds back from looking at 
its subject clearly, from soberly seeing a 
dead body for what it is or what it can 
be, shielding us from the unsavoury 
truths with a gauze of vague, New 
Age-y pseudo-feminism and, finally, 
humdrum movie conventions. 

Though Gowdy’s tale, inspired by 
real events, was told in simple, unpreten- 
tious language and her character had 
moments humour and doubt, Stop- 
kewich’s film, co-written by Angus Fraser, 
is full of cheesy flashes of white light that 
unfavourably recall The Outer Limits, a 
suicide scene enacted among more can- 
dles than can be found in most churches, 
and a soundtrack that alternates between 
Omenesque choral music and, at the cli- 


mactic moment, Sarah McLachlan 
There's almost a sense that Stopkewich, 
director of Lilith on Top, instinctively 
wanted to fuse Gowdy’s protagonist toa 
larger, generalized agenda of sticking up 
for people with unusual kinks or one of 
female empowerment. Either way, Kissed 
deprives its central character of distinc- 
tiveness and depth. And while Molly 
Parker’s central performance is com- 
mendable in its resilience and restraint, 
she also remains distant and superior. 
You begin to wonder why Stop- 
kewich wanted to make a film about 
necrophilia. “It seems repulsive,” writes 
Katherine Monk in her study of Canadi- 
an cinema, Weird Sex and Snowshoe’, 
“put there is nothing all that graphic in 
the film to make us squirm, because the 
voyage is symbolic.” And therein lies 
the problem, a problem that transforms 
Gowdy’s tale into a bloodless, inoffen: 
sive and limp misreading. The subject i 
necessarily graphic and (for most) repuk | 
sive. The reality of the situation caries 
the point, not some half-baked 
metaphor. And when the script diverge 
from the protagonist to her more easily 
sympathetic boyfriend in its second hal ! 
Stopkewich allows us to pull out of Park 
er’s psyche and take an easier track. 
Kissed is a textbook example of how’ 
bad movies are made from good writ: 
ing. It tries to adhere to the narrative (ne 
matter how clumsily it fills in the logical 
blanks) while losing the original's spirit 
and specificity. “We So Seldom Look 0” 
Love” likely exists most potently in!" 
mind of the reader, but a success 
adaptation would have required Stop: 
kewich to stray off the charted cou's® a 
make some wild, brave, individual cho® 
es, to make the piece their own ent 
as David Cronenberg did with |.“ Bat 
lard’s Crash or William Burroug!'’ 
Naked Lunch—or, for that mates” 
Stopkewich herself came clos*! q 
achieving in her adaptation of \*¥” 
Kasischke’s Suspicious River four y°” 
later, which was a considerable improve 
ment and felt far more personal. ® 
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per person, before tax and tip 
§ —Less than $10 
38 
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= $10 ts $38 
$5$$ — $30 and up 


ae Ste 421-8100 
friend Paul and | arrived at Haveli at the 
i end of the business lunch rush. Our 
> arrived almost immediately, poured 
ame water and wisely assumed we were 
going to hit the buffet line. Wasting little 

e, we went and checked out the spread, 
which featured a fairly typical but ample 
jection of chicken, beef and vegetable 
dishes. As a staunch meatitarian, | laid 
Jown only a cursory base of fluffy jasmine 
fice to support my kingly mountain of spicy 
rndoor chicken, aromatic beef kofta, and 
{hat staple of any good Indian meal, saucy 
butter chicken. With a little space left over, 
nd not wanting the vegetables to feel too 
out, | added a couple ladles of navrat- 
lan korma (a mixture of mushrooms and 
egetables swimming in a thick curry) and 
wo vegetarian pakoras, which are a fried 
dumpling of potatoes, onion and eggplant 
dipped in Besan herbs and spices. A basket 
hot buttered naan bread was waiting for 
s upon our return to the table, and we 
‘began to dig in. | started off with the kofta, 
dense and generously spiced beef meat- 
ball served with an assortment of fried veg- 
bles. The meatballs were resilient and 
flavourful, and like all Indian food, decep- 
ely filling. From there, | moved on to 
yeggie country, digging into the navrattan 
jorma, which despite its lack of meat, was 
deliciously thick curry loaded with 
botanical goodness. The pakoras were 
qually pleasing, the firm, crispy batter 
ficely complementing the steaming spicy 
vegetables cocooned within. Having taken 
gre of the unfamiliar territory, | finished off 
vith those mainstays of the culinary genre, 
he stately tandoori and butter chicken. 
eriously, if | hadn’t been reviewing (and 
fatching my girlish figure), | could have 
asily put away a plate of each. The tan- 
ori was exceptionally hot and tender, the 
right red meat practically falling off the 
one with each bite. The butter chicken 
fas similarly excellent, featuring, without 
lyperbole, one of the best almond, tomato 


St. Albert 
06 Tudor Glen Market * 460-2222 


7331-104 St. « 433-0091 


and cream sauces I've ever had. After all 
was said and done, the bill was brought 
sporting the humble sum of $21 and 
change for two people: not half bad, I'd 
say. In fact, for a meal this memorable, 


that's fantastic Averaae Price: $-5S 


HUNGRY JACK’S 

8123-104 St + 988-5848 

Hungry Jack’s is an industrious, hardwork- 
ing little mom-'n’-pop burger joint. They‘re 
unfailingly friendly and polite and once 
they even accepted a Purolator package for 
me that otherwise would've been rerouted 
to Syria. Yeah, yeah, they‘re nice people; 
what about the food? In three words: plen- 
tiful, good and cheap. Hungry Jack’s does- 
n't just do burgers; they also sling donairs, 
beef and chicken, delicious in their own 
right, and they have a huge pizza menu 
though they don’t typically have individual 
slices for sale. Having eaten at Hungry 
Jack’s before, | knew what to expect for my 
“review meal,” so | got a Jack’s Mom Burg- 
er Deluxe, which is sauce, pickles, lettuce, 
tomato, cheese and bacon—your standard 
fully loaded burger, and it comes in just 
under $4.25. They bring it out on a shiny 
white plate, the top bun swaying slightly 
on its tower of toppings. On the side I'd 
ordered some onion rings (for three 
bucks)—a dandy snack on their own when 
you don’t feel up to a full meatjob. But it’s 
a mistake to fill up on fries or rings, not 
when there's a Mom’s Burger to be dealt 
with. This is a burger that needs to be 
gripped, controlled, held together through 
constant application of will and strength; 
one or two careless bites can disrupt the 
structure and transform the whole thing 
into a sliding finger-gooing avalanche of 
meat, toppings and sauce. Blobs of sauce 
and bacon drip off the side when | go in 
for my first bite; oh God, it’s already falling 
apart! No, no, it’s holding together. And 
that first bite’s so good, so burgery! One 
bite and | already feel stuffed. | have to 
pace myself with this sandwich, let it know 
who’s boss, work away at its defenses, 
chewing around the sides then going in for 
carefully timed strikes at its heart. Only 
when I’m down to about 40 per cent can | 
even begin to relax, and by then the bot- 
tom bun’s already mostly given up the 
ghost, reduced to a smear of bread under 
my fingers. A Hungry Jack’s burger is a 
mountain of meat that'll fill you up to 
bursting and get you thinking immediately 


. 


PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


about a nap. It’s good burger, folks. Aver- 
age Price: $ (Reviewed 06/03/04) 


UATTITUDE 

10612-82 Ave * 431-5343 

CRAG ASABE Ap Nef aisle saiRhs OS 
peruse L’Attitude’s substantial menu—and 
let me tell you, they sure don’t make your 
decision an easy one. The selection ranged 
from pizzas to pastas to heftier dishes con- 
sisting of buffalo or fish—all, of course, con- 
temporaried up with a little wasabi here, 
mango there and a dash of |-bet-you-never- 
thought-this-would-go-with-that that is the 
trademark of modern fusion cuisine. After 
narrowing down the entrée field by forgo- 
ing the enticing-sounding buffalo cannel- 
loni and the grilled ahi tuna steak (don’t 
worry, you two; I'll be back to eat you 
someday), j settled on the intriguing 
macadamia-encrusted west coast halibut, 
served with peach ginger chutney and 
coconut lime jasmine rice ($25). My girl- 
friend, ever the pasta fan, opted for the saf- 
fron ravioli stuffed with mushroom and 
black bean in an asparagus truffle cream 
($17). My halibut fillet looked thick and 
tender, covered with slightly browned nuts 
and leaning askew on a dome of rice, with 
an assortment of steamed peppers, cauli- 
flower and butternut squash providing the 
colour. The watchword on this dish is “sub- 
tlety”; none of the flavours stand out, but 
instead complement one another beautiful- 
ly. The macadamia gave a satisfying crunch 
to the soft, juicy halibut, while the coconut 
lime rice provided a pleasant edge. My girl- 
friend’s saffron ravioli looked equally 
impressive, boasting three huge raviolis gar- 
nished with a thick yellow sauce surround- 
ing a colourful web of spinach and potato 
strings. While the ravioli itself was fantastic, 
we both found the asparagus truffle cream 
to be a little on the salty side, which tended 
to overpower the more delicate flavours of 
mushroom and black bean. But it was a tri- 
fling detail; in the end, there wasn’t a bite 
of food to speak of (mostly thanks to me). 
Needless to say, we were totally full, but, for 
the sake of completeness, we took a peek 
at the dessert menu—and man oh man, | 
wish I'd saved some room. Both the pump- 
kin berry bread pudding with white choco- 
late sauce and cardamom syrup and the 
almond créme caramel with almond brittle 
sounded fantastic, but there was nothing 
doing. Ah well. Next time. Average Price: 
$S$$-SSSS (Reviewed 06/24/04) 
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We're off to see the lizard 


The original 
RaW zillaiio Aaclein 


theatres — why 
hasn’t it lost its fire- 
breathing appeal? 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


an, Godzilla’s been with us a 
Mee: time. 50 years, to be 

exact; 50 years of crowd-pleas- 
ing entrances, definitive Tokyo 
smackdowns and anti-nuclear/pro- 
environmental polemics, a “force 
beyond the scope of man’s imagina- 
tion,” as Raymond Burr puts it from 
under the shattered remains of a 
building in the 1954 Godzilla, King of 
the Monsters. 

As American reporter Steve Mar- 
tin, Raymond Burr looms large in 
the film even though, strictly speak- 

~ ing, he’s an impostor, shoehorned 
in for American audiences for the 
American version of the movie. And 
I mean really shoehorned in; they 
cut some 40-odd minutes of charac- 
ters and Godzilla and explicit anti- 
nuke commentary to make 
room for Burr, and pasted 
his narration over most of 
the rest, so we here in 
North America have always 
seen Godzilla through 
heavily Raymond Burr- 
coloured glasses. 

In celebration of Godzil- 
Ja's SOth anniversary, 
North American audiences 
are being treated for the 
first time to the Burr-less 
Japanese original, Gojira. 
(The film hasn’t made it to 
Edmonton yet, but Rialto 
Pictures, the company 
behind the re-releases of 
such highbrow foreign clas- 
sics as Au Hasard, Balthasar, 
Bob le Flambeur and Band of 
Outsiders, is currently dis- 
tributing it to arthouses all 
over the States.) It’s hard to 
picture it after the ‘70s 
gave us a decade full of kid- 
oriented Godzilla movies, 
but the original was a real 
horror film, a nightmare 
apocalypse of fire and 
unstoppable destruction. 
We 21st-century types may 
be tempted to snicker at 
the puppetry and man-in- 
suit silliness of the Godzilla effects, 
at Godzilla’s aerosol-style fire 
breath, but even we can’t laugh off 
the haunting Hiroshima-like images 
of the overloaded hospitals, the 
dead and dying and horribly 
burned groaning in cots or on the 
‘ floor, helplessly attended by their 
grieving families. 

Godzilla is largely seen as a 
metaphor for Japan's experience 
with the atomic bomb, but he goes 
deeper than that. Japan’s always 
been the target for titanic natural 
forces—earthquakes, hurricanes, vol- 


canoes—against which there could 

be no victory, and its mythological 
monsters), awakened gods and enor- 
mous animated statues that stomped 
around in the nightmares of Japan 
long before Godzilla and nuclear 
annihilation ever hit the scene. 

You can’t defeat an earthquake; 
you can’t achieve victory over a 
volcano. They can only be endured, 
anticipated, adapted to. Likewise 
with Godzilla. He died at the end 
of Gojira, just as all big monsters 


APPRECIATION 


have died at the end of their 
movies, from King Kong to Rodan 
to the Beast from 20,000 Fathoms. 
But unlike those others Godzilla 
came back, and kept coming back, 
always finding a new niche in the 
Japanese mind. 


FLEXIBILITY has a lot to do with 
Godzilla’s appeal. After Gojira he 
made his first reappearance fighting 
spiky Anguirus in Gojira No 
Gyakushu, a.k.a. Godzilla’s Counterat- 


THE COMPLETE, UNCUT 
JAPANESE ORIGINAL — 
EVER BEFORE RELEASED 


oe 


tack, a.k.a. Godzilla Raids Again, and 
before long he’d racked up victories 
against Mothra, King Kong, Rodan, 
King Ghidorah and everybody’s 
favourite, Ebirah, Horror of the Deep 
(a big crayfish/lobstery guy). By this 
time, Godzilla’s audience had 
become mostly children who identi- 
fied with him rather than feared 
him, so he began a slow tilt away 
from horrific destruction towards 
reluctant heroism, fighting for the 
Earth against trippy, acid-inspired 
‘60s enemies like Hedorah the Smog 
Monster before petering out in the 


mid-’70s after a pair of clashes with 
his robot self, MechaGodzilla. 
radioactive icon down forever, and 
the mid-’80s saw Godzilla’s revival 
in a new series of movies (the heisei 
films, they're known as) that picked 
up after the original Gojira as 
though the other movies didn’t 
exist. We in North America saw the 
first of these as Godzilla 1985, and 
after that we got an ass-kicking dose 
of Godzilla-flavored science fiction 
as the Japanese government and a 
recurring set of characters dealt with 
the day-to-day ins and outs of living 
in a world with Godzilla in it. The 
best of these is Godzilla vs. King Ghi- 
dorah, in which time-traveling sore- 
loser Americans from the 23rd 
century come back to screw up 
Japan by stealing Godzilla’s very ori- 
gin, finding him as a regular 
dinosaur protecting Japanese sol- 
diers during WWII and teleporting 
him away so that he won’t get irra- 
diated and turn into Godzilla. Nice 
try, chumps, but destiny insists on 
Godzilla. Shoot him with rockets 
and missiles and he won’t take it 
personal; mess with his essence and 
he'll put you down hard. 


THE HEISEI FILMS petered 
out in the mid-’90s with 
Godzilla vs. Destroyah, 
Destroyah being a big- 
monster version of the 
Oxygen Destroyer that took 
out the original G. Not bad, 
but by then Godzilla was 
getting out-Godzilla’d by 
Gamera, a giant fire-breath- 
ing turtle who started life 
as a crappy Godzilla ripoff 
in the ’70s before roaring 
back in 1995’s Gamera: The 
Guardian of the Universe, 
which delivers more giant- 
monster goodness than just 
about all the Godzilla 
movies combined. And 
then there was that 1998 
American movie that had a 
big lizard they called 
“Godzilla” in it, but Godzil- 
la it was not. 

We're just now finish- 
ing up the third authentic 
Godzilla series, the “millen- 
nium” series that started 
with the film we know as 
Godzilla 2000 before going 
on to pit the big G against 
MegaGuirtus (a big fly-mon- 
ster) as well as updated versions of 
Mothra, King Ghidorah and 
MechaGodzilla, a series now coming 
to an end with Godzilla: Final Wars, 
soon to be released in Japan. After 
Final Wars we can expect Godzilla to 
go fallow for a few years but he’ll be 
back, bigger and more metaphorical 
than ever, Count on it. 0 


GOJIRA 
Directed by Ishiré6 Honda * Written by 
Ishiré Honda, Shigeru Kayama and Takeo 
Marata ® Starring Ryosaku Takasugi, 
Akihiko Hirate and not Raymond Burr 


Broken Wings 
suffers in 
comparison to 
other stories of 
bereaved families 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


film by comparing it to a basically 
unrelated TV series from halfway 
across the globe, but when I saw 
Israeli writer/director Nir Bergman’s 
drama Broken Wings I was halfway 
through watching the second season 
of Six Feet Under on DVD, and I 
couldn’t help but 
notice the similari- 
ties. Now, even 
though those simi- 
larities are completely coincidental, I 
badly needed a hook for this article, 
so hopefully Bergman will forgive 
me. Then again, seeing as how his 
movie suffers from the comparison, 
he probably won't. 

Wings and Under both examine 
dysfunctional families dealing, none 
too successfully, wrth the unexpect- 
ed death of the father. Six Feet Under 
partly blames its characters’ prob- 
lems on their WASPy habit of 
repressing their emotions, but the 
Jewish Ullman family in Broken 
Wings isn’t doing a much better job 
of communicating with each other. 
The weary fortysomething mother, 
Dafna (Orli Zilberschatz-Banai), has 
only recently recovered from a bout 
with depression and even now she 
barely has the energy to deal with 
her four children after working the 
night shift as a midwife at the local 
hospital in Haifa. Her 17-year-old 
daughter Maya (Maya Maron) 
resents having to help take care of 
her siblings, especially when her 
duties interfere with her dreams of 
becoming a pop star. Maya’s 16-year- 
old brother Yair (Nitai Gvirtz) hasn’t 
just dropped out of high school; he’s 
dropped out of life, and sleepwalks 
through a lousy job handing out fly- 
ers on thé subway while dressed in a 
mouse costume. Eleven-year-old Ido 
spends his days playing hooky from 
school and videotaping himself 
jumping into empty swimming 
pools, while six-year-old Bahr throws 
tantrums and generally feels ignored. 
The five of them are rarely in the 


fi: completely unfair to review a 


Where's the grief? 


same place at the same time and 
when they do have a convers ation, its 
consists of little more than sijc:,., 
and petty, sniping arguments 


DAFNA IS THE FILM’S most com. 
pelling character—like Ruth | isher 
on SFU, she’s the overworkei mon 
whose children barely bother any 
more to disguise how useless ih: y 
think she is. Zilberschatz-Banai has 4 
nice scene in which she goes to a 
computer dating service to make q 
video, but gives up halfway through, 
as if even she realizes how boring 
her answers are and how futile the 
whole enterprise is. It’s the most 
SFU-like moment in all of Broken 
Wings, but nothing else in the film is 
anywhere near as 
edgy or as tough to 
watch. Everything 
about it feels like a 
TV-movie: the lack of visual style, 
the utterly boring score by Avi Bel- 
leli, the modest script (the entire 
story takes place over the course of 
roughly 24 hours) and especially 
Bergman’s pat, upbeat ending, the 
sentiment of which basically boils 
down to “You know what? | think 
this family is going to be all right.” 
If Broken Wings is a film that 
doesn’t aspire to be more than a TV- 
movie, Six Feet Under is a TV series 
that aspires to be a film. | have my 
reservations about that show’s 
overuse of fantasy sequences as well 
as the flip, mocking attitude it often 
takes towards its characters, but as! 
watched the grief-stricken Ullman 
family in Broken Wings numbly deal: 
ing with their various predictable 
family crises, I missed the wild, nasty 
streak that runs through the scripts 
for Six Feet Under. I’m not saying! 
wanted Bergman to arbitrarily throw 
in a hip, sexy subplot or to have his 
characters start talking with thei! 
father’s ghost, but I did wish some: 
thing would come along to punclul@ 
the film’s drab, earnest tone—som® 
thing that would make Broken Win! 
into more than an earnest, well 
made plodder. I didn’t want aa 
Wings to be Six Feet Under, but! 
would have been nice if it did” 
make me wish I were watching *" 
Feet Under instead. © 


BROKEN WINo 

Written and directed by Nir Bergin 
Starring Onli Zilberschatz-Ban), 7 
Maron and Nitai Gvirtz © Opens fr!" 
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Continued from page 43- 


» Canadian horror film. It’s 
movie, it’s really scary and it’s 
+ to anyone who's been out 
ag, really, because it’s all about 
jing in the bush. 5 

y. Like a proto-Blair Witch 


», {t is, actually! It’s been men- 
ya lot 1 Blair Witch articles. 
5 nothing supernatural about it 
ing, but it has a similar feel 


r h Canada was slow to develop 
ly a horror-picture industry, 
my kind of feature film industry 
i, How'd we go off the rails? 
: The States played a big part, 
use essentially Hollywood and 
big theatre companies kind of 
pted the Canadian film indus- 
d helped to keep it down. they 
s/t want the competition, so they 
4 their monopoly—the studios 
the exhibitors were the same 
», at that time—to keep a Cana- 
s industry from really happening. 
in the '20s that happened. It 
‘t just horror movies; there was 
ily any industry. So it was that 
bined with Canadians’ desire— 
h we still have—to protect our 
re from the States. There was a 
| of thought that if Canadians 
«i making these American-style 
es, we'd just be hastening the 
ral invasion and that would be 
. So, the impulse was to make 
fadian-style movies, but no one 
really sure what that was other 


than earnest documentaries. It was 
just a paralysis. So the history of 
Canadian horror movies is just a his- 
tory of figuring that out, figuring out 
that there could even be such a thing 
as a “Canadian horror movie.” 

VW: How would you character- 
ize the state of Canadian horror 
today? 

CV; It’s kind of become indistin- 
guishable in a lot of ways from the 
American, or British, for that mat- 


TH THE 
' 


WARNING BELL 


“P. When it rings — 


ey do EXACTLY 
what you 
think 
3 they do! 


ter—the same sort of movies that go 
direct to video. There’s not much dis- 
tinguishing them. But there are, for 
example, all these filmmakers mak- 
ing horror movies in Montreal. It 
seems like they have, if not “Canadi- 
an,” then a Quebecois edge to them. 
There's the third Ginger Snaps, which 
was shot in Edmonton. Just the fact 
that it takes place in this fur-trading 
fort is kind of heartening for Canadi- 
an horror fans in that it’s tough to 


get more Canadian than that. 

VW: Has the direct-to-video 
DVD boom helped the Canadian 
industry? 

CV: | think it’s helped films get 
made, but it’s just created this big 
blob; most direct-to-video movies are 
pretty bad. There’s nothing to distin- 
guish them from the American ones, 
or anything like that. It’s good and 
bad. 

VW: So Canada’s stuck being a 
cheap stunt double, Vancouver or 
Toronto subbing in for New York or 
wherever? 

CV: At the moment, I think so. 
But I’m an optimist. I think I see a 
pendulum swing back to more dis- 
tinctively Canadian but still horrific 
sorts of movies. The sort of things 
I'm trying to get made, anyway. A lit- 
tle bit more of the old Dominion is 
coming out, I think. There’s going to 
be a middle ground found between 
making effective, popular horror 
movies that hold their ground in the 
international market and movies 
that are still quirky and Canadian. 

VW: What's your advice for up- 
and-comers, hobbyists, dreamers or 
wannabes that are trying to make 
horror films today? 

CV: I would say that horror films 
often really work well if they seem 
grounded in a sense of place. If they 
seem to come from somewhere 
rather than just Anywhere, U.S.A. I 
would say, don’t shy away from that. 
Use the stories and the legends that 
we have to our advantage. There’s a 
ton of great stories and myths with 
scary potential in Canada that 
haven't been explored yet. © 


‘TWO BIG THUMBS UP! 


“A POWERFUL PIECE OF FILMMAKING, EVERYONE IN THE COUNTRY SHOULD SEE THIS FILM!” 
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“The kind of passionate, 
no-holds-barred love story 


we rarely see on screen... 
with great performances _ 
by both generations 3 


LEONARD MALTIN, HOT TICKET 


RYAN GOSLING 
RACHEL McADAMS 


— NOTEBOO 
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Scare tactics 


This weekend, Metro Cinema pre- 


sents four essential films from the 
Canadian horror canon, and They 
Came From Within author Caelum 


Vatnsdal gives us the blurbs. 


Cannibal Girls (dir: \van Reitman; 
Sun, July 11, 7pm) 
Andrea Martin and Eugene Levy, in 
largely improvised roles, wind up in a 
hick town featuring a hypno-con- 
trolled gang of... cannibal girls, duh. 
“People always call it a horror- 
comedy, and it’s not really, though it’s 
got a few comedic sort of bits. It’s an 
attempt to make a horror movie 
entirely on credit, and it sort of shows. 
I's cheap and shoddy, but its heart’s in 
the right place. Cheap, independent 
horror movies had been made in every 
other country for 15 years before that, 
and it surprises me Canadians didn’t 
start doing that eariler. But Cannibal 
Girls was one the first of those, and I 
think it must have emboldened people 
like Cronenberg.” 


Dracula: Pages From a Virgin's Diary 
(dir: Guy Maddin; Fri, July 9, 7pm) 
Canadian arthouse darling Guy 
Maddin brings his zany retro style to 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet's adapta- 
tion of Bram Stoker's Dracula. 

“A neat movie. It took a long time 
for Canada to make an old-style peri- 
od horror film, and it’s the least tradi- 
tional approach. They just dance their 
way through it. It’s not very scary, but 
i's fun to watch and nice to look at.” 


Shivers (dir: David Cronenberg; Fri, 
July 9, 8:30pm) 

Bio-engineered parasite slugs go bad 
and turn the creepy residents of a 
creepy apartment block into creepy 
sex-crazed killer zombies. 

“It's David Cronenberg’ first fea- 
ture, and as such it’s pretty important 
historically, in terms of not only Cana- 
dian horror but Canadian film. It’s a 
good little movie, and it’s so crazy 
because it’s hard to imagine in terms of 
the sort of conservative political climate 
of the time. It’s not surprising that it 
was so hard to get that movie funded 
and made. A great, gross, little B 
movie. It’s not my favorite Cronenberg 
Movie, but it’s certainly up there.” 


The Corpse Eaters (dir: Donald R. 
Passmore; Sun, July 11, 8:30pm) 
Nano-budget Sudbury zombie flick that 
puts the kill on an incredibly dumb and 
unpleasant quartet of hosers, and fea- 
tures a criminally unforgettable “erotic” 
scene of wubbly tits getting sprayed 
with sudsy Molson Export. 

“Kind of a must-see. Just a guy 
who lived in Sudbury and wanted to 
make a horror movie and, against all 
odds, managed it. It’s not exactly a 
good movie, but it’s really quite fasci- 
nating to watch. It’s hard to recom- 
mend as a movie, bul as a curiosity 
it’s hard to beat.” —Darren ZENko 
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SUMMER CLASSES 


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


MONDAY 


Props Level | Beginner Hatha Intermediate Hatha Yoga 
5:30-7pm 5:30-7pm Ashtanga Level I 
Props Beginner Beginner Ashtanga 5:30-7pm 5:30-7pm 
7:30-9pm 7:30-9pm Beginner Hatha 
7:30-9pm 


Classes $91 for 10 sessions (includes GST). $11 drop-in fee. 


Meivane” 


lyenger 


Hatha 


tel 451.8131 


12039 — 127 street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 


Ashtanga 


Th 
” 
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MONDAY AT 7PM: THE DOCUMENTARIES OF DENYS ARCAND PT 2. 


Sis AWD 


BIKE-OLOGY FESTIVAL 2004 


THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE sexs ar7-00PM 
THE 1979 CLASSIC BREAKING AWAY scectninc at &30PM 


= TONIGHT at 7PM ALTERNATE EYE “2: 
MIKE HOOLBOOM'S IMITATIONS OF ILIFE 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel 
Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. For more information, 
call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
Metro operates 
with the P A 
support of: 


This Satur 
double feature of cycling mov 
at 7 p.m. and Peter Yate 


y, in conjunction with the 2004 Bike-ology F 
five bucks gains you adn 
trated 1979 d 


med 


val at Beaver Hills House Park, Metro Cinema is hosting an unu 
on to the one-of-a-kind animated feature The Triplets of Belov 
Breaking Away at 8:30 p.m, Cycling is a sport that’s been strangely ill: | 


Serve 


by the movies—perhaps because movie theatres so seldom place bike racks outside their entrances. In fact, the list of bioye| 
ir 


movies is a dismayingly short one: the only other film 


e could think of off the top of our heads were the famously terrible {a2 


Kevin Bacon vehicle Quicksilver, American Flyers (a little-known 1985 film about bike racing starring a pre-fame Kevin Costner V 
) VI 


torio de Sica 
almost as ma 


Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 
a) Burgundy Will Ferrell, Christina Apple- 
PICK gate, Steve Carell, David Koechner and 
Paul Rudd star in director Adam 
McKay’s comedy, set in 1970s San Diego, 
about an egotistical, unrepentantly sexist local 
TV newsman whose position is threatened by 
an talented new female reporter. Read 
Stephen Notley’s review on page 43. 


ra) Bike-ology Festival A tandem-riding 
pair of Oscar-nominated films about 
PICK cycling. Featuring writer/director Syl- 
vain Chomet’s eccentric 2003 animated 

feature The Triplets of Belleville (Sat, July 10, 
7pm); and Bullitt director Peter Yates’s 1979 
comedy/drama Breaking Away (Sat, July 10, 
8:30pm). Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Broken Wings Orii Silbersatz Banai, Maya 
Maron and Nitai Gaviratz star in writer/director 
Nir Bergman’s award-winning drama about an 
Israeli widow's struggle to support her family and 
guide them through their grief after the death of 
her husband. In Hebrew with English subtitles. 
Read Paul Matwychuk’s review on page 44. 


Canadian Horror Double Bills Four 
al) distinctive shockers by directors from 
PICK the Great White North. Featuring: Guy 

Maddin’s 2003 blend of bloodsucking 


GARNEAU 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
°PGe (mature themes, coarse language) 


1949 Italian neorealist classic The Bicycle Thief and, of cou 
y movies out there about bikes getting stolen as there ar 


and ballet Dracula: Pages From a Virgin’s Diary 
(Fri, July 9, 7pm); David Cronenberg’s 1975 
tale of id-freeing parasites running amok in 
an antiseptic apartment building Shivers (Fri, 
July 9, 8:30pm); Ivan Reitman’s 1973 low- 
budget slice of hoser horror Cannibal Girls 
(Sun, July 11, 7pm); and Donald R. Passmore 
and Klaus Vetter’s 1974 Grade-Z zombie flick 
The Corpse Eaters (Sun, July 12, 8:30pm). 
Read Darren Zenko’s article on page 43. Zei- 
dler Hall, The Citadel 


42nd Street Warmer Baxter, Ruby 
oO Keeler and Dick Powell star in Footlight 

PICK Parade director Lloyd Bacon’s classic 

1933 backstage musical about a young 
understudy who gets a shot at Broadway 
stardom when an opening-night injury puts 
her show’s female lead out of commission. 
Choreography by Busby Berkeley. Provincial 
Museum Auditorium (102 Ave & 128 St); Mon, 
July 12 (8pm) 
imitations of Life Director Mike Hoolboom 
stitches together pop-culture images bor- 
rowed from everything from Leni Riefenstah! 
to The Matrix in this experimental found- 
footage meditation on childhood and visual 
representations of the future. Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Thu, July 8 (7pm) 


10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


“FIERCELY SMART 
AND INTENSELY MOVING! 
A TERRIFIC DEBUT!” 


Maren Durbin, ELLE — 
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BROKEN 


BROKEN WINGS 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
*TBAs 


WINGS 


. Pee-Wee's Big Adventure. Fittingly, there seem tot: 
about bikes actually being ridden. 


THIS WEEK'S NEW Mov 


K Majorino star in director Jared Hess 
deadpan comedy about a ni 

obnoxious outcast at a desolate Idaho high 
schoo}, his awkward romance with a would 
be “glamour photographer” and his attem 
to get an equally unpopular best friend el 
ed class president. Read Paul Matwychuk’s 
review on page 42. _ 


Quebec: Duplessis and After The Quebec 
electoral campaigns of 1936 and 1970 are 
compared and contrasted in this iconoclastic 
1972 documentary by The Barbarian Invasio 
director Denys Arcand, which argues that the 
Quiet Revolution did little to change the 
nature of Quebec politics. Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Mon, July 12 (7pm) 


Sleepover Alexa Vega, Mike Boorem, jane 
Lynch and Steve Carell star in director Joe 
Nussbaum’s tween-friendly comedy about — 
four 13-year-old years whose quiet slumber 
Party turns into a raucous adventure when 
they find themselves competing against a 
group of popular girls in an all-night scav- 
enger hunt. 


ral) Napoleon Dynamite Jon Hede; 
Efren Ramirez, jon Gries and 

vu 
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PER SIZE ME Li 
ears themes, corse language 
Day 7-00 9.0 Sat Sun 2.00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 | 
OKEN WINGS 144 
7.00900 Sat Sun 2.00 
NAPOLEON DYNAMITE Gc 
Daly 7:15 9:15 Sat Sun 2:30 


DRACULA: PAGES FROM A VIRGIN'S DIARY PG 
Violent sones, Fri 700 4 
SHIVERS . sTc 
Fi 8:39 
THE TRIPLETS OF BELLEVILLE PG 
Sat 7:00 
BREAKING AWAY G 
Sal 8:30 
CANNIBAL GIRLS sTc 
Sun 7.08 
THE CORPSE EATERS sTc 
9 A390 
QUEBEC: OUPLESSIS AND AFTER ste 
Mon 7:00 : 
COLD STREETS/DARK DAYS sTc 
Thy 7:00 
GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St Albert, 458-9822. 

SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frghtening scenes, unsuitable for children. 
Daly 100 1.30 3.30 4.00 6.30 7.00 9.00 9.30 
GARFIELD G 
Daly 12.45 2.45 4.30 
KING ARTHUR 144 
Vilenos. Daily 1:15 3145 6:45 9:20 
DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 140 
Coarse language, crude content. 
Oaty 7.15 9.15: 

) SHREK 2 G 

) Daly 12.45.2.45 4.45 
THE TERMINAL 2 PG 
‘Coarse language. Daily 6.50 9,30 
ANCHORMAN: 
THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 148 


Daly 12.45 2:45 4:45 7:30 9:45 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


‘SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frightening scenes, unsuitable for younger children. 
Daly"12.50 3306.50 9.30 


140 
Violence. 

Oaiy 1:00 3:40 7:00 9:40 
ANCHORMAN: 

THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 
Oly 1:20 3:20 7:20 9:20 


DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 14A 
Coarse language, crude content. 
Daly 1.10316 7.10 9.10 


{1) 780-352-3922 
SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
ightening Scenes, unsuitable for younger children. 
Daly 12:50 3:90 6:50 9:30 
KING ARTHUR 
Vokres. 
Dey 1:00 3:40 7:00 a:40 


144 


ANCHORMAN: 


THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 


144 
Osty 120 3:20 7:20 9:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
ANCHORMAN: 
THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 144A 
No passes. Daily 12:20 2:40 5:00 7:30 10:10 
KING ARTHUR: 14a 
Violence, Daily 1:10 4:10 7-20 10:25 
‘SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frightening scenes, unsuitable for younger children. 
No passes. Daily 12:10 12:40 3:10 3:40 6:40 7:10 9:40 10:20 
FAHRENHEIT 9/14 14A 
Disturbing content. Daily 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00. 
THE NOTEBOOK PG 
‘Suggestive scanes. Daily 12:30 3:20 6:35 9:20 
TWO BROTHERS PG 
Daily 12:05 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN PG 
Frightening scenes, Dally 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:30 


THE TERMINAL PG 
Coarse language, Dally 12:50 3:50 6:50 9:50 

DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 144 
Coarse language, crude content 


fang : 
Fri-Tue Thu 2:30 4:45 7:40 10:30 Wed 2:30 4:45 10:30 


8852-170 St, 444-1829 

THE PUNISHER 18A 
Brutal violence throughout. Daily 9:00 
THE WHOLE TEN YARDS - 140 
Daily 2:00 4:10 6:50 

” STARSKY AND HUTCH 14A 
Dally 1:30 4:20 7:20 9:40 
HIDALGO PG 
Violence. Daily 2:30 6:35 9:10 
HELLBOY 14A 
Violence. Dally 9:25 
VAN HELSING 144 
Frghtning scenes, not recommended for young children. 
Daily 2:20 6:40 9:20 
SCOOBY-DOO 2 MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
Daily 1:50 4:00 6:45 8:50 
HOME ON THE RANGE a ic] 
Daily 1:20 2;50 4:40 7:10 
THE ALAMO 148 
Daily 2:10 6:30 9:15 
MEAN GIRLS PG 
Coarse language, not recommended for younger children. 


Daily 1:40 4:30 7:00 9:30 


CLAREVIEW 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frightening scenes, unsuitable for jer children, 

No passes. Daily 12:15 1:15 2:20 3:30 4:30 5:15 6:20 7:15 
8:00 9:15 10:00 


THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scanes. 

Daily 2:25 5:00 7-35 10:15 

TWO BROTHERS PG 
Daity 12:05 

GARFIELD G 
Daily 12:10 

SHREK 2 G 


Daily 12:20 2:40 4:50 7:10 9:20 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN PG 
Frightening scenes 

Daily 12:30 3:10 6:40 9:45 

DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 


Coarse language, crude content 
Daily 2:20 4:40 7-20 9:30 


WHITE CHICKS 
‘Crude content. 
Daily 12:00 ~ 


KING ARTHUR 
Violence, 
Daily 1:30 4:15 7:30 10:10 


ANCHORMAN: 
THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 144 


14A 
14A 


14A 


No passes. 
Daily 1:00 3:50 7:40 9:50 


SLEEPOVER PG 
Daily 12:40 3:00 6:50 9:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585, 
SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frightening scenes, unsuitable for children. Advance 
tickets available. No passes. Fri-Sat 11:45 12:30 1:00 1:30 
3:00 3:40 4:10 4:40 5:15 6:15 6:45 7:15 7:45 8:15 9:15 9:45 
10:15 10:45 Sun Wed 11:45 12:0 1:00 1:30 3:00 3:40 4:10 
4:40 5:15 6:15 6:45 7:15 7:45 B:15 9:15 9:45 10:15 
Mon Thu 11:45 12:30 1:00 1:30 3:40 4:10 4:40 5:15 6:45 
7:15 7/45 8:15 9:15 9:45 10:15 Tue 11:45 12:30 1-30 3:00 
3:40 4:10 4:40 5:15 6:15 6:45 7:15 7:45 B15 9:15 9:45 
10:15 Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


FAHRENHEIT 9/11 140 
Disturbing content. Daily 1:10 4:20 7-20 10:00 

TWO BROTHERS PG 
Daily 12:00 2:40 

THE NOTEBOOK 7 PG 
Suggestive scenes. Dally 12:50.3:50 6:50 9:40 


THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW PG 
Not recommended for children. Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 1:40 
4:30 7:30 10:20 Sun 1:40 10:20 


SHREK 2 c 
Daily 11:50 2:20 4:50 7:10 9:30 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN PG 
Frightening soanes. Dally 11/0 2:50 5:50 9:00 


GARFIELD G 
Cally 11:40 

WHITE CHICKS 144 
‘Crude content. Daily 10:40 

THE TERMINAL PG 
Coarse language. Daly 12:40 3:30 6:30 9:20 

DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 144 
Coarse language, crude content. 

Dally 12:15 2:30 5:10 8:10 1030 

KING ARTHUR 144 
Violence. Daly 12:45 2:00 4:00 5:00 7:00 6:00 9:50 10:45 
ANCHORMAN: 

THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 14A 
No passes. THX Daily 12:10 2:45 5:20 7:50 10:10 
SLEEPOVER 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1:50 4:15 6:40 9:10 Tue 4:15 6:40 9:10 
WWE: VENGEANCE 

Classification not available, Sun 5:00 

TOUCH OF PINK sTc 


‘Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PA 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frightening scenes unsuitable for younger children 

Advance tickets available. No passes. 

Daily 12:00 3:00 4:30 6:30 7:20 9:30 10:00 10:30 


THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scefles. Daily 1:10 4:00 6:50 9:55. 

TWO BROTHERS PG 
Daily 1:30 

DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 14A 


Coarse language, crude content 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 2:10 4:40 7:10 9:35 Sun 2:10 9:35 


GARFIELD G 
Daily 12:10 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN PG 
Frightening scenes. Daly 12:15 3:20 6:40 


SHREK 2 G 
Daily 12:20 2:40 5,00 7:20 @45 
KING ARTHUR 144 


Violence. Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1;00 4:10 7:15 10:15 
Tue 4:10 7:15 10:15 
Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


FAHRENHEIT 9/11 144 
Disturbing content. Daily 12:40 3:30 6:45 9:40 


ANCHORMAN: 
THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 14A 
No passes, Daily 1:40 4:50 7:25 10:10 


SLEEPOVER PG 
Daily 12:30 3:10 6:35 9:20 


WWE: VENGEANCE 
Classification not available. Sun 5:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-137 Ave, 732-2236 


‘SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
Frighttsning scanes, unsuitable for younger children, 

No passes, Daily 11:30 12:30 1:15 2:15 3:15 3:45 4:15 5:15 
6:30 7.00 7:30 8:30 9:15 10.30 


FAHRENHEIT 9/11 140 
Osturbing content 
Daily 12:40 3:20 6:50 9:40 


SPIDERMAN 2 (PG) . 
KING ARTHUR (144)... 
ANCHORMAN (144) ..... 
DODGEBALL (144) 


TWO BROTHERS 
Daily 12:25 


THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scenes. Fri-Tue Thu 1:10 3:55 7:20 10:10 
Wed 1:10 3:55 10:10 


GARFIELD G 
Daily 12:15 
THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW PG 


Not recommended for young children 
Daily 2:20 5:10 8:00 10:40 


SHREK 2 sc 
Daily 12:30 3:00 5:30 7:45 9:55 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN PG 
Frightening scenes. Daily 12:10 3:20 6:20 9:20 


THE TERMINAL PG 
Coarss language. Daily 12:50 3:55 6.40 9:45 
DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 14A 


Coarse language, crude content 
Dally 12:20 2:50 7:50 10:20 


WHITE CHICKS 144A 
Crude content. Daily 10:00 
KING ARTHUR 144 


Violence, Fri-Mion Wed-Thu 1:40 4:30 7:15 10:15 
Tue 4:30 7:15 10:15 
Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


ANCHORMAN: 

THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 140 
No passes. Daily 1:00 3:15 5:30 7:40 9:50 

SLEEPOVER Po 


Dally 12:00 2:30 4:40 7:10 9:10 


FAMOUS PLAYERS 
GATEWAY 
2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
KILL BILL: VOLUME TWO - 184 
12:55 3:40 6:40 9:25 
THE BLIND SWORDSMAN: ZATOICHI 144 


Gory violence throughout. 12:50 3:20 7:00 9:45 


ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THESPOTLESS MIND 14 
Coarss language. Fri Sat Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:40 3:20 
Sun 12:40pm 


THE STEPFORD WIVES PG 
Not recommended for children, 1:25 3:50 7:20 9:35 
AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS PG 
1:10 4:00 7:10 9:50 

RAISING HELEN PG 
1:00 4:10 7:15 9:55 

TROY 144 
12:45 4:20 8:30 

THE CHRONICLES OF RIDDICK 14A 


Violence. 1:20 4:05 6:50 9:40 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 

‘SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
No passes. Frightening scenes, unsuitable for 
younger children. Fri Sat Mon Tue Thu 11:45 1:00 
1:30 3:00 3:30 4:15 4:45 6:30 7:00 7:40 8:00 9:40 10:10 
10:45 11:00 Sun 11:45 1.00 1:30 3:00 4:15 4:45 60 
7,00 7:40 8:00 9:40 10:10 10:45 11:00 Wed 11:45 1:00 1:30 
3:00 3:30 4:15 4:45 6:30 7:00 8:00 9:40 10:10 10:45 11:00 
Famous Babies Wed 1pm 


GARFIELD G 
12:10 2:30 4:40 
SHREK 2 G 


11;50 2:15 4:50 7:25 9:35 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN PG 
Frightening scenes. 12:00 12:30 3:45 7:10 10:20 


THE TERMINAL PG 
Coarse language. Fri Sat Mon Tua Wed Thu 12:45 3:40 6:45 
9:45 Sun 12:45 3:40 9:45 


DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY 148 
Coarse language, crude content 
12:20 2:40 5:00 7:30 10:00 


WHITE CHICKS 14A 
(Crude content. 7:50 10:50 

THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scenes. 1:15 4:10 7:15 10:05 

FAHRENHEIT 9/11 14a 
Disturbing content. 12:40 4:00 7-20 10:30 

ANCHORMAN: 

THE LEGEND OF RON BURGUNDY 14a 


12:15 2:45 5:15 7:45 10:15 


WWE:VENGEANCE 
Classification not available. Sun 5:00 


KING ARTHUR 144 
Violence. 1:20 4:30 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8725 
THE TERMINAL PG 
Coarse language. 12:30 3:15 7-10 9:55 
SHREK 2 G 
12:00 2:15 4:30 7:20 9:30 
SPIDER-MAN 2 PG 
No passes 


Frightening s 
12:15 3:2¢ 


€5, unsuitable for younger chidren 
00 10:10 


KING ARTHUR 140 


Violence, 12:45 3:45 6:45 9:45 


MOVIES 12 


CINEMA CITY 12 


3633-99 STREET 463-5481 


| SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


BREAKING ALL THE RULES PG 
Not recommendes for younge 
Showing at Cinema Gity 12 only: S 
3:00 5:09 7.20 9. 
Fri Sat lete night 11.35 

MEAN GIRLS. PG 
Coarse language, not recommended for younger chadrer 

Sat Sun 11:15 Daly 1:25 4:15 7.15 9.30 

Fri Sat lete night 11.45 


THE LADYKILLERS . 140 
Coarse langue 
Showing at Cinema City 12 only 
Dally 7.55 10.10 

Fil Sat late night 12.15 


ENVY PG 


Coarse language 
Showing at Movies 


any: 


Fri Sat lat 


HOME ON THE RANGE GS 
Showing at Movies 12 
Sat Sun "1.15 Dally 1 
Fri Sat late night 11 
Showing at Cinema 


night 12.20 


Sat Sun 11.15 Daily 1.05 3.05 6.05 

SCOOBY-DOO 2: MONSTERS UNLEASHED PG 
Sat Sun 11.40 Dally 2,00 4.35 7.10 9.20 

Fri Sat late night 11.40 

HELLBOY 14A 
Violence 


Sat Sun 11.10 Daily 1.45 4.30 7.00 9.40 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 


NEW YORK MINUTE G 
Sat Sun11.25 Dally 155 4.50 7259.35 
Fri Sat late night 11.30 


VAN HELSING 140 
Frightening Senes, not recommended for yong chidren 

Sat Sun 11.00 Daiy 1.45 4.25 7.05 9.55 

Fri Sat tate night 12 
MAN ON FIRE 18A 
Brutal violence 

Sat Sun 10.45 Daily 
Fri Sat late night 12 
THE GIRL NEXT DOOR 18A 


Sex nite 


10 4.106. 


THE PUNISHER 14A 
Brutal Volenes thro. 


Showing at Movi 
Sat Sun 11.10 Daily 1 


Fri Sat late night 12.30 
STARSKY AND HUTCH 140 
Sat Sun 11.50 Dally 2.10 4 

Fri Sat late night 11.55 

50 FIRST DATES PG 
Crude content 

Showing 4 


Sat Sun 11 


Fri Sat late night 


Showing at M 12: Daily 9:40 


HIDALGO PG 


now er 


Sat Sun 10.50 


Fi Sat tate night 1 


. DAILY 12:50PM, 3:30PM, 6:50PM & 9:30PM 
secre DAILY 1:00PM, 3:40PM, 7:00PM & 9:40PM 
cveeaeeee DAILY 1:20PM, 3:20PM, 7:20 & 9:20PM 

DAILY 1:10PM, 3:10PM, 7:10PM & 9:10PM 


ING n PEN FOR ALL SHOWS ON WED JULY 7TH 
TINS BRMAN AND DODGEBALL WILL OPEN FOR ALL SHOWS ON FAI JULY 9TH 


SPIDERMAN 2 (PS) . 

KING ARTHUR (14A)........04+ 
THE NOTEBOOK (144) .. 
ANCHORMAN (144) 


VuEwEEKly yD 


DAILY 1:00PM, 3:40PM, 7:00PM & 9:40PM 
« DAILY 1:10PM, 3:45PM, 7:10 & 9:45PM 
DAILY 1:20PM, 3:20PM, 7:20PM & 9:20PM 


PEN FOR ALL SHOWS ON WED JULY 7TH 
SHCHORMAN AND DODGEBALL WILL OPEN FOR ALL SHOWS ON FRI JULY STH 
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A lifetime of dedicated 
-~ collecting went into 

Yuri Drohomirecki’s 

Endless Knots 


By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


“Te is my garage door. It has lived in my 


garage for 20 years,” says Yuri Dro- 

bomirecki, pointing to an exquisitely 
handcrafted entranceway. “It’s a sin to have it 
in the garage. I would like it to be where peo- 
ple can see it,” he continues as he strides 
through the FAB Gallery with the energetic 
gait of a seasoned traveler—I run after him 
like a puppy on stubbly legs. 

Drohomirecki simply can’t wait to show 
me (and all Edmontonians) the treasures he’s 
collected over the last 20 years in Pakistan, 
Nepal and Afghanistan. That's why (with the 
curatorial collaboration of Jetske Sybesma, the 
chair of the Department of Art and Design) he 
has put together his amazing collection, End- 
less Knots. But as Drohomirecki takes me on a 
whirlwind tour of the gallery, he seems like no 
curator I’ve ever met. He 


looks at the handcrafted 
remains of ancient door- 


ways, drum handles and 

other paraphernalia with the affectionate gaze 
of a lover leafing through tattered but cher- 
ished love letters—these “letters” may come 
from people he has never met, but to Dro- 
homirecki they speak volumes. 

“There was an image of the elephant god 
Ganesha above the entrance door to most 
Hindu households,” Drohomirecki explains. 
It’s missing from his favorite garage entrance 
door, but this elephant-headed deity gazes 
down stoically from practically every item in 
the gallery. “He is the son of Shiva, the 
remover of obstacles. Before any trip or busi- 
ness transaction there has to be a ceremony to 
Ganesha, He makes things easier.” Dro- 
homirecki holds a special place in his heart for 
this god: “There are so many obstacles,” he 
sighs. As we walk further into the gallery, I 
begin to look for other gods, but instead find 
numerous heads of horses suspended gracefully 
from what look like rafters. “These are general- 
ly in the front corner of door frames,” Dro- 
homirecki says. “They symbolize the horses 
that pull the chariots of the gods. The house 
then becomes like the chariot of the gods.” 

We move further into the collection and I 
stand puzzled before a collection of odd-look- 
ing round objects. “These are amulets for ani- 
mals, sheep and goats,” I’m told. The strange 
holes drilled into the sides were used to house 
bits of the Koran to protect the livestock. And 
that bag in the corner that looks like a sack 
with a giraffe neck? “It’s a salt bag with a nar- 
row top,” Drohomirecki explains. “Salt is valu- 
able, so if it falls, the salt does not spill.” 
When we pass a case with something that 
looks like handles, Drohomirecki approaches it 
with quiet reverence. “These are handles of 
drums used by shamans for healing purposes,” 
he says. Once he loaned one of the handles to 


a friend who was gravely ill in hospital. “I am 
not superstitious, | am not religious,” he 
explains. “But some of these hold power for 
other people, and that power is not lost.” 

How did a Ukrainian-Canadian boy from 
the prairies end up with a major collection of 
South Asian artifacts? Well, it happened almost 
by accident. Drohomirecki had finished his 
M.A. in linguistics at the University of Toronto 
and decided to spend a year travelling on four 
dollars a day through Afghanistan and Nepal. 
He still can’t explain his sudden attraction to 
the handcrafted things he saw there. “I lusted 
after these things,” he says with bewilderment. 
“Tt was one of those totally obvious attractions, 
like a love kind of thing.” With his limited 
budget he could barely buy food, but he soon 
returned, this time with more money to spend 
on artifacts he packed up into 25 five-kilogram 
parcels. “They arrived over the next year and a 
half,” laughs Drohomirecki—he had mailed 
them all the same day. 


HIS FOLLOWING TRIPS became even more 
ambitious. “I bought a 20-foot container of 
larger things,” he says. “It arrived very bro- 
ken. Smashed. I’m still repairing things.” 
Some lost items were miraculously reunited. 
For instance, a large cabi- 
net door went missing in 
the shipment. Drohomirec- 
ki returned to India a few 
years later to find a replacement and ran 
across the original door still stashed away in 
the corner of the post office. Getting his 
treasures through the Canadian border 
turned into another adventure. “This stuff is 
dirty,” exclaimed the agriculture depart- 
ment. “It’s the dirt that makes it special,” 
responded Drohomirecki blithely. “They 
were not very happy. They wanted these 
things to be power-washed even though 
they had been fumigated.” 

After all the trials and joys of putting his 
massive collection together, Drohomirecki’s 
travels have ended. “I haven’t brought any- 
thing back in seven years, and I am not going 
back,” he says. “The experience has changed. 
The world has changed. You go to the 
Himalayas and all the kids are wearing baseball 
caps. The differences I loved are disappearing.” 

But there are signs of hope. During Dro- 
homirecki’s early trips, the small-town mer- 
chants selling their precious artifacts would 
never have dreamed of having them in their 
house. “They had arborite tables and over- 
stuffed sofas,” says Drohomirecki disdainfully. 
But now that the economy in India has 
picked up, the things that he values so deeply 
are gaining respect. Artifacts once stored in 
backyard heaps are now finding their way 
into homes and museums. “I look at this, and 
I think that they are so much more beautiful 
than what you can buy anywhere now,” Dro- 
homirecki says, glancing around the gallery 
with a lover's fond gaze. “Who is going to buy 
our plastic leftovers 100 years from now?” @ 


ENDLESS KNOTS: INDIGENOUS DESIGNS 
FROM SOUTH ASIA AND THE HIMALAYAS 
Curated by Yuri Drohomirecki and Jetske Sybesma 
* Fine Arts Building Gallery * To July 31 


Can the Edmonton Street 
Performers Fest break the 
magnetic hold of my TV? 


By DARREN PARKE 


ing festival in stinking Festival City, this 

time the Edmonton Street Performers 
Festival. Yee-haw. Why should I care? No, 
seriously. Why should | peel my broke ass off 
my busted sofa and turn off my TV—the TV 
that has been both mother, father and, more 
often than not, lover to me—and head out 
among the putrid, tasteless masses to throw 
my money at another damn festival? I mean, 
sure it's their 20th anniversary, and they’ve 
relocated from the proud 
ruins of the Churchill rub- 
bish pile to the swanktitude 
of Gazebo Park. But beyond 
that, what makes this particular festival so 
freaking special? 

I posed this question (tarted up to sound a 
little more, ah, sociable) to Street Performer 
Festival producer (and recent Global Woman 
of Vision) Shelly Switzer. She should know; 
she’s been involved in the Street Fest for 15 
years and produced it for the last five. 

“What's unique about it,” she says, “is 
you get to come out and discover what's going 
on at our festival—you get to stop and see 
what you want, and you get to choose the 
value and put in the hat what you want to 
put in the hat.” 

Not bad. But, hey, if I want street perfor- 
mances, couldn’t I just wait for the Fringe? 
Then I could just sit around for, like, three 
more weeks, couldn’t I? How about that? “At 
the Fringe,” Switzer replies, “you're seeing the 
lottery system of artists. If you’ve been suc- 
cessful in the lottery that day, then you’re per- 
forming on the street. Our festival is by 
invitation only, so we get to do this incredible 
range of acts and artists unlike anybody has 
seen over at the Fringe Festival. It’s a com- 
pletely different street performance experi- 
ence that our audience will have here.” 

Damn you, Switzer, your cleverness wins 
the day again. 


hi: summer. Another week, another stink- 


ALL RIGHT, let's see what we've got here in 
the ol’ Media Release. Hmm... Aytahn, from 
Montreal... a “gourmet fusion of circus theatre 
and comedy”... award winning... seen by mil- 
lions around the world... alright... Bedlam 
Oz... space animators from Australia—space 
animators, you say? Interesting! Mm-hmm, 
apparently they use six-metre-high Slinkies to 
“wow” audiences and tell stories. Okay... 
pavement artist Chalkmaster Dave... from 


FESTIVALS 


oireet-festiny 


Halifax... draws on the street—nice.. fz 
painters... puppeteers (I gotta say, | Joye the 
puppeteers)... Vaudevilleans? What the hel! js 
a vaudevillean? Al Simmons is head| 
the Vaudeville Revue, let’s ask him. 

“I was probably born in the wrong era.’ 
says Simmons. “I probably should have been 
born in the late ’20s and early ’30s- | really 
like the music and the more gentle humour of 
that time.” 

Simmons, a busy man, is in Wisconsin as | 
speak to him. He describes his show as “crazy 
props, music and comedy,” somewhat along 
the lines of the Smothers Brothers. Oh, ‘hat 
vaudeville. Right. It sounds like good family 
fun. What kind of crazy props, you ask? Well, 
Al tells me that his ever-evolving act now 
includes a singalong eye chart, a homemade 
bagpipe, a horn made out of three trumpets 
and miscellaneous plumb- 
ing supplies, a school of fish 
including a smoking 
smoked salmon, a snapping 
red snapper and—well, a big honking pile of 
crazy stuff. Too much to mention here 

The point is, this guy’s an award-winning, 
35-year veteran performer, and if you've gol 
some kids and you take them, they’!! prooably 
wet themselves laughing at his hilazious 
antics, crazy costumes and whatnot. |*'s ail 
all-ages show, Sunday the 11th at the West: 
bury Theatre. 


e 


ining 


OKAY, NOW WHERE WERE WE? Okvy, we 
got the Green Fools, stilt-walking out of ©al- 
gary... Edmonton’s own fabulous Daria 
Hagen, one of the world’s pre-eminent gu) 
who-dress-up-as-women-and-then-enter(all: 
people... skin artists, always good fo! the 
commitment/needle-phobic... female swot 
swallower Miss Behave—hmm, °s1°‘): 
sophisticated,” sounds naughty... Horo! 
clowns (a redundancy if I’ve ever heard on°) 
Mump and Smoot—lI've heard of the") 
they were on the Precious Television 4 couple 
of times... more clowns... balloon artists. * 
magician from New Zealand... award winning 
Japanese acrobats Sublimit—jeez, does *") 
one at this festival not have an award? Com” 
dians... a dulcimer player from Calgary—t*) 
have dulcimers in Calgary? I'll be dam! 
Crosswalk Performances from Edmon 
Firefly Theatre—playing in traffic, you 
Sounds dangerous. Hey, let’s investigate! 
“Its something that I talked with @ | , 
about a few years ago,” says Firefly co-fount 
John Ullyatt, one of five people whe 
darting out in traffic to perform 18-°“ 
shows between traffic lights for passers?) 
lazy to even get out of their cars to be - 
tained. Talk about catering to an audi" 
“Basically, it’s anything we want it 
We've come up with about 15 scenario a 
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ittersweet 

shockers Delight! 
inds wisdom in golf 
and ballroom dance 


y PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ere are three characters in Stew- 
art Lemoine’s Shockers Delight!, 
# all of them students at the (sadly 
fictional) University of Continental 
orth America. Julia Goode (Jocelyn 
Ahif) is majoring in ballroom danc- 
ing, Rory Stanhope (Josh Dean) is 
majoring in golf and Marcus 
Whitelaw (Ron Pederson) is getting 
his degree in history and philosophy. 
But it quickly becomes apparent that 
lia and Rory are the ones who are 
hinking the deepest thoughts and 


hen they’re 
sked, for instance, whether the grip 
or the stance is more important for a 


ers are surprisingly thoughtful— 
ven profound. Marcus, meanwhile, 
las no plans beyond accumulating 
more degrees and putting off respon- 
ibility for as long as possible. He’s 
ot plenty of impish, pigtail-pulling 
harm, but he takes a flippant atti- 
ide toward both life and love—and 
it pays a terrible price for it. 

Shockers Delight! is probably the 
tangest, darkest, most emotionally 
hessy play Stewart Lemoine ever 
ote (although Fever-Land gives it a 


vance encounters in The Margin of 
he Sky—but you don’t get the sense 
n Shockers the way you do in those 
ther plays that fate has your best 


nung out neatly for you in the end. 
n the first scene of Shockers, for 
*ance, Marcus impulsively manip- 
ates his lifelong pal Julia into ask- 
ig Rory (a complete stranger) out 
4 date. It's a capricious act that 
tll regret for the rest of his life—he 
tetly adores Julia but never both- 


eas of study may 
em frivolous, but 


ered to tell her, and now he has to 
watch in silent horror as she and 
Rory fall more and more deeply in 
love. And fate refuses to allow Mar- 
cus to make up for his mistake: just 
when he’s about to claim Julia for 
himself, an errant golf ball clunks 
him on the head, addling his brain 
to the point where he can’t even 
temember who Julia is anymore. 


SHOCKERS DELIGHT! was originally 
staged in 1993 with Teatro la 
Quindicina all-stars Davina Stewart, 
Jeff Haslam and Julien Arnold playing 
Julia, Rory and Marcus, but this new 
cast is, if anything, even better suited 
to their roles. Ahlf has a boisterous 
stage presence that works especially 
well in the early scenes where Julia's 
forward behaviour keeps taking Rory 
aback during their first few dates 
together. (When Rory takes her row- 
ing on the lake, Julia surprises him 
not only by taking 
slugs from a hip 
flask of whiskey, 
but gargling some 
beer at the same time and calling it a 
boilermaker. This girl has obviously 
been paying attention in class—she 
knows how to /ead.) Dean is hand- 
some enough to look like he’s 
stepped off the cover of a ’50s 
romance comic, but he also projects 
an old-fashioned decency, a wry, hesi- 
tant sense of humour and a touch of 
confused politeness that’s just right 
for Rory. (Corny expressions like 
“Well, my goodness!” and “Wouldn’t 
that be swell?” and “Shockers 
delight!” roll right off his tongue.) 

And Pederson is marvelous as 
well. He’s very touching in the sec- 
ond act as the helpless, confused 
Marcus without ever milking the 
part for pathos—if anything, he’s 
more affecting in the scene at the 
end of the first act when he finally 
tells Julia, “I think I love you more 
than your fiancé does!” There’s a 
slight catch in Pederson’s voice as he 
says the line, and you get the feeling 
that the tears in Marcus's eyes have 
less to do with the love in his heart 
than with a subconscious awareness 
that he’s waited too long to confess 
his emotions to Julia and that he no 
longer really deserves her. 

Shockers Delight!, like so many 
Lemoine plays, has an improbable 
plot that takes place in a stylized, fic- 


‘Te just going out into the traffic 
id making an image or a short 
- There's nothing narrative—it's 
Necessary that people follow a 
cular story. It’s more just making 
ple laugh, and it’s just an odd 
Ng to see.” 
So for instance, if you're driving 
ugh Old Strathcona and you see 
Mali troupe of “construction 
etkers” setting up a picnic or a 
'88 or brushing the crosswalk 
with a tiny toothbrush, don’t 
“me enraged and floor it—they’re 
«) pudent, smug city workers 
mn zg at you. 


Well, after a quick look at some 
of this year’s lineup of performers, 
I'll admit it looks pretty impressive. 
But, then again, that TV won’t watch 
itself. Oh God, the agony of choice is 
tearing my brain apart. Television or 
teal life? Vicarious existence or vis- 
ceral experience? It’s too soon to 
tell.... The festival starts July 9.... 
What to do?! © 


EDMONTON 

INTERNATIONAL STREET 
PERFORMERS FESTIVAL 
Mcintyre Park (Old Strathcona) and 
environs ® July 9-18 * 425-5162 


tional universe (I haven’t even men- 
tioned the intricate Biedermeier-era 
dressup games the characters play in 
the second act)—and yet its themes 
and emotions seem realer and closer 
to your heart than almost any gritty, 
“realistic” kitchen-sink drama you 
can think of. It’s graceful yet uproar- 
iously funny, like one of those Bie- 
dermeier waltzes where the dancers 
keep slapping their thighs. Oh, thing 
of value! Don’t put off seeing Shock- 
ers Delight!—if you delay and miss it, 
you'll hate yourself almost as much 
as Marcus does. © 


SHOCKERS DELIGHT! 

Written and directed by Stewart Lemoine 
® Starring Jocelyn Ahif, Josh Dean and 
Ron Pederson ® Varscona Theatre * To 
July 17 © 433-3399 (ext. #2) 
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society of northern 
alberta print artists 


10137, 104 street 
edmonton, alberta 15J OZ9 


phone 423.1492 fax 426.1177 


snap@snapartists.com 
www.snapartists.com 


Janet Lowry, Dawn 
EP we GALLER 


janet lowry: 
a prairie response 


rhonda neufeld: 
ground truth 


july 8 to august 7, 2004 


opening reception: 
thursday, july 8 7-9 pm 
all are welcome to attend 


gallery hours: 
tues fo sat 12-5 
closed sun & mon 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e- 
mail them to 

Glenys at is riaseriucweenly-<om. 
Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


FLAMENCO EN VIVO Timms Centre for the 
Arts, 87 Ave, 112 St, U of A Campus (349-4843) 
* Spanish dance with guitarists and singers * 
Sat, July 10 (8pm) © $25 (adv)/$30 (door) 
OUMI OUMI HIZZI Provincial Museum of 
Alberta Auditorium (488-0706) * Middle Eastem 
dance recital * Sat, July 10 (8pm) * $10 
(adv)/$15 (door) 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 St (488-6611/4808-5900) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) ¢ 
Lower Level Gallery: * TRANSLATIONS: 
Artworks by new Canadian immigrants; July 
10-Sept.25; Opening reception: Sat, July 10 
(1-3pm. Discover Gallelry: HEALING 
WITH FIBRE: Artworks by Edmonton’s Focus on 
Fibre Art Association; July 10-Aug. 14; open- 
ing reception: Sat, July 10 (1-3pm) 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-3679) Paintings by Andrew 
Rszewski 


CAPITAL RESTAURANT Sutton Place Hotel, 
10235-1017 St * ARCTIC DIARY: Photographs by 
Ralph Hedlin * Until Aug. 16 


CENTRE D‘ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
9103-95 Ave (461-3427) © ABSTRACTION: 
Theresa Donaldson, Normand Fontaine, Ingrid 
Martel, Sabine Nicon, Reg Rygus and a selec- 
tion by the youths from les jeux francophones 
* July 9-21 * Opening reception: July 9 (7- 
8:30pm) 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 
9621 Whyte Ave (439-8210) * Open: Mon- 
Fri 11am-5pm, Sat. by appointment © 
SUMMER SALON: Oil paintings by Christ! 


WEVVEEKLY 
OFFERS) YOU/A 
CHANCE)TO 


Bergstrom * Until September 30 


CORBETT HALL East Lawn, U of A Campus, 112 
St, 82 Ave © RUSTING SCULPTURE: Artworks by 
Robert Byron Willms © Until July 24 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) ¢ Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
1lam-Spm. Closed Mon * JAMES WILSON 
MORRICE AND THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE: Until 
Aug. 15 * 100 YEARS 100 PICTURES: Until Sept. © 
19 * THE CANADIAN CONTEXT; Until Sept. 19 © 
IMAGES OF EDMONTON: until Sept. 19 * MY 
EDMONTON: 100 YEARS/100 PICTURES: Until 
Sept. 19 © THRILLER: Artworks that incorporate 
cinematic techniques by various artists; until Aug. 
29 © IFIT AINT WHITE IT AIN'T RIGHT; Artworks 
by Dean Drever; until Aug. 29 * Children’s 
Gallery: SPELLBOUND: until Jan. 2005 © 
Exhibition Tours: Sat/Sun 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 
3:30pm * Guy Maddin outdoor fil 
screening: Parking lot behind the Oliver 


“Building, 10225-100 Ave); The Saddest Music 


in the World; Sat, July 10 (10pm) ; free 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open: Wed-Fri 10am- 
5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long week- 
ends * PRAIRIE VENTURE: Artworks by Sophia 
Podryhula-Shaw ® July 7-Aug. 28 * Opening 
reception: Sat, July 10 (1-4pm) 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY Faculty of 
Extension, U of A® Open Mon-Fri 8am-4pm 
* MENOTS AND MODELS: Artworks by 
Extension Centre's instructors ¢ Until July 30 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 
112 St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm * END- 
LESS KNOTS: INDIGENOUS DESIGNS FROM 
SOUTH ASIA AND THE HIMALAYAS ® Until July 37 
® Opening reception: Thu, July 15 (7-10pm) 
FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; 
Sun 12-5pm © Eskimo soapstone carvings, moth- 
er and child by C. Inukpuk. Indian and Eskimo sil- 
ver and gold jewellery by James Sawyer © 
Through July 


FRESH BAIT GALLERY Shark Tank, 10249-97 St 


(231-9760) * Mixed media oil Paintings by 7 
Suter “. 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave ;, 

0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm » jess)” 
JOURNEY: Photographic installation by Na. 
Marathalingam; until July 30 y 


GALLERY DE JONGE 270224 Hwy 16A, sp 
Grove (962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-sp)."" 
anytime by appointment * Work by loca 
Beth Coulas, Earl Cummins, Henry de Jager : 
Mary Masters a 


HANGAR 11 City Centre Airport, 11760 
(439-9532) * ART IN THE HANGAR IV: «, 
by Bianca Khan, Rogelio Menz, Linda } 
Patrick Jacob, Paintings by Jeff Collins, Gre 
Swain, Tim Rechner, Tom Gale « July 94 
midnight, Sat/Sat noon-Spm : 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-1712 s 

Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 124pm © Fre ) 
Room: MEMBERS ONLY: Members exi,),,, °°" 
until July 17 * Annex: LOVE ALBERT; pe.” 
Naked show; until July 17 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcons 
Senior Centre, 10831 University A\ 

* Open Mon-Fri 9am4pm * Pottery 
abstract paintings by Robert Leaning © Until 
Aug. 5 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 st 

Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 
Artworks by Don Sharpe, George 
Roberge, Joyce Boyer, Gail Farewell, 
Beaver, Sophia Pdryhula-Shaw, Lois B. 
Joyce Boyer. Bronzes by Gina McDougall- 
Through July Fie 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 st (4 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:3 
* Serigraphs and watercolours by G 
Watercolours by Keith Nunan, etchin 
Thelma Manarey, Silkscreens and serigr 
Josh Kakegamic, Sam Ash, Jackson 8: 
Meeches, Richard Bedwash, Isaac Big 
Saul Wiliams * Through July 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-116))+ 
Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-4 
LLEWELLYN PETLEY JONES-EDMONTO 

AREA: 1930-1933: Works on paper by L! 

Petley Jones ® Until July 10 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospi 


1095 
culptures 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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ENTER YOUR NAME AND 
DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER TO » 


TIME: 


05-102 Ave * Open 
Thu-Fri 10asm-9pm; 


s by members of the 


Association of Abeta; until Sept. 17 
LIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 


ES 
St. et (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 
Thu 10am-8pm * INTERPLAY: 
‘allation by John Graham and Jude Griebel 
intl July 31 * Artist Trading Card 
on: July 10 (12-4pm) * YouthVentures: 
(12:30-3:30pm), July 24, 31 (1-4pm) 


Ave (453-9100) © 


OF ALBERTA 12845- 


Open: Mon-Sun 9am- 


GEEE! IN GENOME: July 8-Oct. 11 © 


1 ARE THE CHILDREN? HEALING THE LEGACY 


THE RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS: until Aug. 2 « 
CRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES 
ILLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 genera- 


ns, people of the past and present, recordings, 
m, lights, artifacts and more. Permanent exhibit 


potlic 2 EVERY MOTHER'S FEAR: 
RERTA'S POLIO EXPERIENCE: until Sept. 12 © 
. Natural History Gallery: * BUG ROOM: 


p invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit * THE 


BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit 
* TREASURES OF THE EARTH: collection. 
Permanent exhibit * WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: 
Permanent exhibit » Wild Alberta every weekend. 
Presentations start at 1 pm and 2pme 
Admission is half price Sat and Sun (9-11am) 
REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM Wetaskiwin (i- 
euegist20) * SALUTE TO AVIATION: * July 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 10130- 
103 St (426-4035) « Open; Weekdays 9am-5pm, 
Sat 12-Spm ® Glass blown Sculptures by Mark 
Gibeau, Susan Gottselig, and Darren Petersen. 
Metal sculptures by Rogelio Menz and Raku by 
Joanna Drummond * Hotel Macdonald: 
Actylics by Steve Mitts ¢ Westin Hotel (Pradera 
Room): New oils by Audrey Pfannmuller 

SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 st (423-1492) « 
Open Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * A PRAIRIE RESPONSE: 
Printworks by Janet Lowry * GROUND TRUTH: 
Printworks by Rhonda Neufeld * Until Aug. 7 * 
Opening reception: July 8 (7-9pm) 

SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 st 
(444-1024) © Work by J. Yardley-Jones and 
Gregg Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery 
by Noburo Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, 100 St, 102 Ave (484-5623) © 
Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 1-Spm « 
OHHII! CANADA: Watercolours of Canada’s 
National parks by Father Douglas « July 12-30 
STOLLERY GALLERY Nina Haggerty Centre for 
the Arts, 9702-111 Ave (474-761 1) * HUMAN. 
RIGHTS AND CITIZENSHIP: THROUGH THE EYES OF 
ARTISTS: Featuring artworks by the artists of the 
Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts 


STUDIO 321 Rice Howard Way, 10168-100A st 
(424-6746) * Open: Sat-Sun 1-4pm * THE 
FATHER-SON EXHIBIT: Landscapes, florals, portraits 
by Marc Munan and sculptures by Louis Munan 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. 
Albert (460-5990) * THE RHYTHMS OF SOLITUDE: 


Artworks by sudio artists © Until Aug. 28 
UKRAINIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE VILLAGE 
25 mins E of Edmonton on Hwy 16 (662-3640) « 
Open 10am-6pm * TKANYNA: Collection of his- 
torical weavings * Until Oct. 11 

VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) © DIVERSITY: Artworks by 


members of the Visual Arts Alberta Association « 
Until July 17 


» VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 


0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm © Oil paint- 
ings by Chris Carbone ® July 10-26 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-Spm * Artworks by gallery artists 
WILDWOOD GALLERY AND STUDIO 541 0-50 
St, Wildwood, (780-325-3904) * Open: Tue-Sat 
T1am-Spm, or by appt * Metal, wood and clay 
sculptures, paintings, furniture « Through July 


L LIVE COMEDY _| 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 
8882-170 ST (483-5999) © Rick Bronson, 
Andrew Alexander and Len Stuart « July 14 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) Brian Work; July 9-10 
(8:30pm) * Tom Liske; July 16-17 (8:30pm) « 
Terry Hollas; July 23-24 (8:30pm) * Leland 
Klassen; July 30-31 (8:30pm) 

LEGENDS PUB 6104 172 St (481 -2786) * 
Comedy Mondays With Yuk Yuks on Tour 


RED‘S WEM © Hypno Sundays with Wayne Lee 


WESTBURY THEATRE TransAlta Arts Barns, 
10330-84 Ave (425-5162/451-8000) * Women in 
Comedy: Featuring Miss Behave (Amy Saunders), 
Linda Karenko, Andrea House, Zuzu (jan 
Streader), Miss Information (Heather D. Swain), 
Annie Dugan and Darrin Hagen; Sat, July 10 
(10pm) © Zandra Bell as Shirley Best in her solo 
Production /’m Listing; Mon, july 12; Wed, July 14 


(10pm) * Rob Torres and Hokum W. Jeebs in an 
all-ages variety show Funeee Fellows in Comedy 
Shorts; Tue, july 13; Thu, July 1S (10pm) Late 
Night Madness featuring Mump and Smoot; July 
16-17 (10pm) * $10 (adv)/$12 (door) © Tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


ee THEATRE | 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 

(448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketches 
performed by Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvisers 
* Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each month 


CSI MOOSE JAW: THE COUNTRY CASES 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-180 St (484- 
2424) * The world’s top forensic investigators 
congregate in rural Saskatchewan, only to have 
their relaxing retreat shattered by a shocking 
murder that will test their crime-solving skills and 
their knowledge of country music in this music- 
filled send-up of C5/ and CSI: Miami Until Aug. 
22 


DAD'‘S Il: THE TODDLER’S REVENGE Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-10S Ave 
(483-4051) © Three stay-at-home fathers deal 
with more of the joys and agonies of parenting in 
this musical sequel to Dads, one of the big hits of 
the 2001-2002 Mayfield Dinner Theatre season * 
July 9-Sept. 5 


OCEAN’S ELEVEN AND A HALF Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 
13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) « Charming criminal 
Harry Ocean reunites his old gang of bumbling 
thieves in order to pull off a daring casino heist in 
this musical spoof of the film Ocean’s 11 * Until 


Aug. 7 * $34.95-$49.95 © For Tickets, call 448- 
9339 


PLAYWRIGHTS’ BLITZ Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 
10610-100 Ave (433-4999) * Sound and Fury 
Theatre's fourth annual festival of staged 
readings of new plays by Edmonton play- 
wrights. Featuring: Apocalypso! by Morgan 
Smith and A Reasonable Hour by Ryan Hughes 


‘your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
m to Glenys at listings@vueweekly.com. 
dline is Friday at 3pm 


-LUBS/L 


ECTURES 


ON'S PLANNING AND DEVELOP- 


IT DEPARTMENT Shakers Acres Community 


21530-103 Ave (496-6177) * Meeting to 
ss the proposed amendment to the 


ficipal Development 


Plan and the Lewis 


ns Area Structure Plan (Normandeau 
ens), Ward 1 * Mon, July 12 (7pm) 


TASHI LING TIBETAN BUDDHIST 
ITATION SOCIETY 10762 Whyte Ave (437- 


) * Lojong (Mind Training) Tape series 
ing every Wed (7.30pm) 


2004 City Hall, City 


‘ EDMONTON 
n, | Sir Winston Churchil Sq * Scrapbooks 


= photographed for 


Edmonton’s online 


Y* Sun, July 25 (12-4pm) 


NBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCI- 
ADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St 


114) * Leam about Tibetan Buddhism and 


tion with Kushok Dhamchoe of Namgyal 
ity in India * Every Tues (7-9pm); begin- 


_Every Wed (7-9pm) and Sun (111am-1pm): 


» 10th Fl, 10025-106 St (477-2613) « 
h Weekly 


Baker 


ove your communica- 


STINGS 


a pices 
A support group, * 


Sng 


te Catholic Gay 


ES 10242-106 St (423- 


pool tables, restaurant, 


and lesbians in business and their non-gay friends 
to share business knowledge, learn, make friends 
and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 
9912-106 St (488-0564) © Peer education initia- 
tive for gay/bisexual men that works toward pre- 
venting the spread of HIV by improving self- 
esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 
105, 10550-102 St (488-5742) » Programs and 
support services for people affected and infected 
by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, educa- 
tion, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) © 
Www.icarealberta.org * The Interfaith Centre for 
AIDS/HIV Resources and Education (formerly 
Interfaith Association on AIDS) provides spiritual 
support and connections for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 
9912-106 St * Meetings every second Thursday 
each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Monthly meet- 
ings for campus-based organization for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies 
and support staff of the U of A to network and 
socialize in a supportive environment (fall and 
winter terms). Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ualber- 
ta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham (mwonham@ualber- 
ta.ca) for info « 
Www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474- 
0753) # Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. 
Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen- 
dered community - 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect.ab.ca/livepos 
(488-5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with HIV 
Society. Peer-facilitated support groups, peer 
counselling * Daily drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.lcna.org (426- 
0905) © A spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual sup- 
port and a safe space for our spiritual ques- 
tions 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Rm 3-18, 

Faculté Saint-Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury, 91 

St (490-7332) * Organization for the emancipa- 

tion and autonomy of ace women ah 
rammes on economy and communi 

health. Training in French and other African lan- 

guages on HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and 


harm reduction * Meeting every 3rd and 4th Sat 
(9am-Spm) © Free (member)/$10 (membership 
fee) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Practices every Mon 
and Thu 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomi- 
national church services 


OUT IS IN (492-0767) * A youth arts project 
about GLBT issues, and addressing homophobia 
in schools and in the community ® For more info 
www.ualberta.ca/~outisin or outisin@ualberta.ca 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462- 
5958) © Meetings every third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30pm * Support/education for par- 
ents, families and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexu- 
als transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1- 
877-882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police 
Service and the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every 
second Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social 
group for gay/bisexual men over 40 and their 
friends 

PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) * Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE: Hot 
Butt Contest (8pm-midnight) with D] Janny * 
WED: Amateur strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, 
Dj Alvaro * THU: Rotating shows; Ladonna’s 
review, Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link 
game second and last Thursday with D} Jazzy 
FRI; Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music 
with DJ Outtawak, D] Jazzy and male stripper 
Downstairs: fernale stripper * SAT: Every Sat like 
new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties 
with D] Jazzy, new music with D] Dan and Mike 
Downstairs: Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long 
weekend with D] Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every 
fourth Tuesday of the month # Information and 
mutual support for transgendered people in an 
open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 « Gay nightclub. Every 
Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every 
Wed: game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every 
weekend: open stage, dance with D] Arrow 
Chaser * No membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 
(GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) « 
Wwww.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat (7- 
9pm) * A facilitated social/support group for les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and 
questioning youth under the age of 25 


| SPECIAL EVENTS | 


CELTIC FESTIVAL U of A’s Foote Field * Celtic 
celebration featuring piper competitions, games; 
mainstage with entertainment by the Wajjo 
African Drummers accompanied by pipers, the 
Buccaneers (Celtic rock), and the Mattierin Irish 
Dancerse Sun, July 11 (9am) * $7 (adult)/$5 
(child/senior) * Tickets available at the gate 


COUNTRY SOUL STROLL Various locations in 
the Sturgeon County area (420-1757) * Tour an 
alpaca farm, a potters workshop, greenhouse, 
tree nursery, farmers markets, mural tour of Legal 
® July 24-25 (9am-4pm) * $7 (each)/$25 (car- 
load)/$5 (each for groups of 10 or more) « 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


CULTURAL HERITAGE JAMBOREE Victoria 
Settlement, 1 hr NE of Edmonton (310-000/780- 
656-2333) © July 11 (10am-Spm) * $2 
(adult)/$1.50 (senior/youth)/$5 (family) 


DOWNTOWN WALKING HISTORY TOURS 
City Hall, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (909-8687) * 
Until Sept 12, Mon, thu 6pm; sat 2pm, sun 
10am * $10 (adult)/$6 (child 16 and under) 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL STREET PER- 
FORMERS FESTIVAL Old Strathcona’s Mcintyre 
Park and Theatre District (425-5162) * July 9-18 


FEAST OF FOOLS The Sutton Place Hotel, 
10235-1017 St (425-5162) © Dinner and enter- 
tainment featuring performers from this year’s 
International Street Performers Festival * Thu, 
July 8 (7pm) * $65 


GHOST TOURS Rescuer Statue, next to the 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (469-3187) 
* Aghostly walk through Old Strathcona, featu- 
tuing stories about ghosts, hauntings and the 
unknown * Until Aug. 11, Mon-Thu (9pm) * $5 
each 


HERITAGE BUS TOURS From north entrance, 
City Hall, 103A Ave (420-1757) * Every Tue, Thu 
(2pm, 7pm); Sat (10:30am, 2pm) * July 24-Aug. 
19 © $4 (adult)/$3 (youth 17 and under/senior) 
* Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


POR EL AMOR A LA MUSICA LATINA Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, SUB building, U of A Campus 
(420-1757) * Celebration of 100 years of Pablo 
Neruda © July 9 (8pm) * $35 © Tickets available 
at TIX on the Square, door 


RAINBOW MOTORCYCLE DREAM RIDE Tim 
Horton’s, Namao Centre, 160 Ave, 97 St (469- 
3306) * Sun, July 11 (8am registration; 9:30am 
ride) 

TASTE OF EDMONTON Abbey Glen Park, 102 


(Fri, July 9); Merry Go Round by Adam 
Burgess, Ryan Hughes, Heather Morrow, 
Mieko Ouchi, Dave Owen, Trevor Schmidt, 
Scott Sharplin, Morgan Smith and Vern 
Thiessen (Sat, July 10); and The Trial of Salomé 
by Scott Sharplin (Sun, July 11) * 7pm 
(door); 8pm (reading) * $10 © No minors 


RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 
Hawrelak Park (425-8086/420-1 757) * The 
Free Will Players return for their 16th season 
of outdoor Bardolatry with new artistic direc- 
tor John Kirkpatrick at the helm. Kirkpatrick 
himself directs the gender-bending romantic 
comedy Twelfth Night, Starring Tiffani Mann 
as Viola, Daniela Viaskalic as Olivia and julien 
Arnold as Malvolio, and Marianne Copithorne 
directs the controversial comedy/drama The 
Merchant of Venice, starring John Wright as 
Shylock and Annette Loiselle as Portia * Until 
July 18, Tue-Sun (8pm), Sat Sun (2pm); 
Twelfth Night (even evenings, Sat matinees); 
Merchant of Venice (odd dates, Sun matinees); 
No performances: Sun, July 11 © $15 
(adult)/$11 (sudent/senior)/$22 (passes for 
both shows); Pay-what-you-can Tuesdays * 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


SHOCKERS DELIGHT! Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (433-3399/420-1 757) * Ron 
Pederson, Jocelyn Ahlif and Josh Dean star in 
this revival of writer/director Stewart 
Lemoine’s wistful 1993 comedy/drama about 
golf, ballroom dancing, boilermakers, 
Biedermayer furniture and a romantic triangle 
involving a trio of 1950s university students « 
Until July 17, Tue-Sat (8pm), Sat (2pm) = $18 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) * Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Ave (448-0695) © Presented by Rapid Fire 
Theatre * Teams of improvisers create sketch- 
€s on the spot based on audience sugges- 
tions, and have the results evaluated bya 
team of heartless judges * Every Fri (11pm) = 
Tickets available by phone 


St, Jasper Ave (420-1757) © July 22-31 (1Tam- 
11pm) 

VAUDEVILLE REVUE Westbury Theatre, 
TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave (425- 
5162/451-8000) * Featuring Al Simmons * Sun, 
July 11 (pm) © $10 (adv. adult)/$12 (door 
adult)/$5 (adv. child)/$7 (child door) * Tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


YOUR APARTMENT 8120-82 Ave (430-7721) « 
Open stage for music, stories, poems, comedy, 
fants, jokes, news, magic, drumming, jugglers, 
free speech, risque behaviour; no fire, no nudity 
Every Thu (8pm) 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) « 
Every Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) © Every 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) © Every Thu (9pm): Music Trivia 
with Escapade Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat 
(9:30pm): with Escapade Entertainment 

BILLY BUDD’S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) © 
Karaoke Idol contest * Every Sat (8:30pm) 


BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) « 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 
BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) = 
Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 
BOSTON PIZZA (WHYTE AVE) 10854-82 Ave 
(433-3151) * Karaoke Thursdays with host 
Khadija | 
CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425- 
4298) * Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 
CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414- 
1111) & Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 
CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) « 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 
DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) » Every 
Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Dee Dee 
DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave (454-9928) * Every 
Wed 
FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (467-4636) « 
Every Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every 
Tue/Wed 
HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods 
(462-0468) © Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) « 
Every Fri-Sat (9:30pm) 
JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * 
Every Sat (9pm) 
KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 
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By ROB BREZSNY 


One of the most exuberant poets of the 
20th century was James Broughton. “I pray 
every night to wake up crazier,” he wrote. 
By that he meant he wanted to become 
increasingly receptive to unpredictable joy 
and pleasure. His knack for having a good 
time didn’t mean he dodged the hard 
times, though. “Suffering can’t be avoid- 
ed,” he told interviewer Jack Foley. “The 
way to happiness is to go into the darkness 
of yourself. That’s the place the seed is 
nourished, takes its roots and grows up, 
and becomes ultimately the plant and the 
flower. You can only go upward by first 
going downward.” That's the perfect pre- 
scription for you in the coming days, Aries. 


PAM TTAURUS ———oez0-tny20 


Your word of power this week is yua. It’s a 
term the Yupiit people of Alaska use for the 
spirit that inhabits all things, both animate 
and inanimate. A rock, for instance, has as 
much yuo as a caribou, spruce tree or 
human being, and therefore merits the 
same measure of compassion. If a Yupiit 
goes out for a hike and spies a chunk of 
wood lying on a frozen riverbank, she 
might pick it up and put it in a new posi- 
tion, allowing its previously hidden side to 


get fresh air and sun. In this way, she 
would bestow a blessing on the wood’s 
yuo. Try living your life like this in the com- 
ing days, Taurus: as if absolutely every- 
thing is alive, has a soul, and deserves your 
loving kindness. (Thanks to Earl Shorris, 
"The Last Word,” Harper's, August 2000.) 


Pas 
wa 

“Goodies” is your word of power this 
week, Gemini—though it could also be 
your word of weakness. To ensure that 
it’s more the former than the latter, 
meditate on the following three 
inquiries. (1) Of all the goodies you 
want, which are the two most important 
ones? (2) Do your flirtations with sec- 
ond-tier goodies tend to undermine 
your pursuit of the first-tier ones? If so, 
are you willing to wean yourself from 
those flirtations? (3) Do you have any 
doubts about whether you truly deserve 
the very best goodies? If so, what can 
you do to render the doubts irrelevant? 


In accordance with the astrological 
omens, I’ve assembled a host of snappy 
one-liners for you to wield in the coming 
week, Cancerian. Sooner or later, it will 
make sense for you to utter every one of 
them. (1) “It only seems kinky the first 
time.” (2) “Even if the voices in my head 
aren’t real, they still have some good 
ideas.” (3) “To make your prayers come 
true, you have to get off your knees.” (4) 
“\'m the good kind of bad.” (5) “It’s not 
really a party till something gets broken.” 
(6) “Shut up and dance.” (P.S.: | don’t 
anticipate there'll be any messy conse- 
quences if you cultivate the attitude I’m 
suggesting here. But in case there are, 
invoke this handy disclaimer: “! didn’t do 
it. You can’t prove it. Nobody saw me.”) 


A PLEO ma 


Have you ever been burned by bad reli- 
gion? This is the week you could start get- 
ting rid of the scorch marks. Have you ever 
been abused by an authority figure who 
made you feel helpless? This is the time to 
correct for the distortions that jerk wreaked 
in your psyche. Are you feeling tyrannized 
by a habitual response that was once quite 
useful but isn’t appropriate any more? This 
is a perfect moment to dissolve it. 


AM VIRGO na z0- snr 2 


Thirty-three-year-old pop star Jennifer 
Lopez earned $29 million in 2003. Pre- 
sumably she shares some of her wealth 
with her mom, Guadalupe. Cynical 
observers might therefore regard it as a 
sign of divine favouritism that Guadalupe 
recently won a jackpot of $2.4 million 
while playing a slot machine at an 
Atlantic City casino. | suspect you may be 
less hasty to jump to that conclusion, 
though, since many of you Virgos are cur- 
rently being visited (or soon will be) with 
an equally ridiculous amount of good 
luck. Don’t feel guilty about your bless- 
ings in the least, please, even if they seem 
way beyond your fair share. Lap them up. 


TIATLIBRA——emzs va 


For years, Salt Lake City was undisputed Jell- 
O champion on the world, with the highest 
per capita consumption. But in 1999, Des 
Moines, lowa catapulted into the lead. In 
response, chef Scott Blackerby staged a 
“Take Back the Jell-O Title” recipe contest at 
his restaurant in Salt Lake, and thousands of 
Utahans signed petitions that helped make 
Jell-O the official snack of the state. Soon 
the city had retaken the top spot, where it 
remains to this day. | hope this story serves 


to motivate and inspire you in the coming 
days, Libra. It’s time for you to reclaim a lost 
title or crown that you once possessed and 
that really should belong to you again. 


OLSCORPIO — ccrza-rov2s 


On your bad days, Scorpio, you're like a 
swamp that serves as a weird oasis in the 
midst of frozen tundra. On your good 
days, the physical feature you correspond 
to most is an underground river winding 
in a serpentine course beneath green, fer- 
tile hills. But in the coming weeks you'll 
be like a place you've rarely resembled 
before: an unspoiled tropical beach 
where the warm wild ocean meets the 
foot of a towering mountain. 


paab) [ SAGITTARIUS a 2z-re 21 


Shopping for a new mission, Sagittarius? 
Or perhaps a new branch of your old famil- 
iar mission? You should be. This is one of 
those pivotal moments when heaven 
comes all the way down to earth; when 
invisible allies from the other side of the veil 
make an appearance; when age-old secrets 
briefly show what they're really made of. 
To aid your quest to glimpse your best pos- 
sible future, here’s advice that the sorcerer 
Don Juan gave to his student, Carlos Cas- 
tafieda: “Look at every path closely and 
deliberately. Try it as many times as you 
think necessary. Then ask yourself, and 
yourself alone, one question: ‘Does this 
path have a heart?’ If it does, the path is 
good; if it doesn’t, it is of no use.” 


GAPRIGORN omc 2 sa 


In ancient Greece, Apollo was a great sun 
god. Ruler of music and healing, he had 
the power to vanquish darkness from the 
human soul and transform chaos into 


energy. Pilgrims traveled from afa; ; : 
oracles at his main temple jp, *, 
Inscribed above the entrance of ti. ,. 
was the maxim “Know thyself.” No 
words of wisdom are more importay 
you to heed in the next six week, 
corn. Getting to know yoursel/ bl 
be the best way to rouse your owr ‘ 
Apollo, thereby allowing you to j,." 
the fertility of your unconscious chad q 
hamess the beauty of your soul's cathy 


lias 
“| didn’t feel your passion in m 


den,” a celebrity judge told. Hr 


= an a 
diva after her less-than-perfect Sona 
formance on the WB's Supers: A 


tenia 


"i ar USA 
American Idol parody. \'rm afraid Im Be 
to have to borrow his words to qe ct 

2S Gescry 


your recent efforts, Aquarius, qj; of 

occasionally fail to live up fully a 
potential, and the recent past jj; I 
your time of missing the mark. No. ol 
don’t waste your energy getting nai 
me for delivering this knock. Instead hi 


ol 


ee 


nel that emotion into making sure ye 
don’t keep missing the mark. Co jun 
the breakout passion that we who |g 


you will feel in our secret gardens 


erin 


Here’s one of the few universal truth 
know: everyone has a piece of the try 
even those you disagree with. Accord 
to my reading of the astrological ome 
though, you are now in possession g 
giant piece of the truth—bigger th 
what you usually have and bigger th 
everyone else's piece. That's exactly w 
you should proceed cautiously. Your dé 
understanding and authoritative kno) 
edge might tempt you to dismiss the ti 
slivers of truth that other people are ha 
ing, and that would be a mistake. © 


If you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Ores phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


architecture/decor 


Antique Oak patio Table. Unique artifact 
designed to fold for railway transport. $1000.00 
455-7816 for details, 


business opportunities 


www.canada.htmliplanet.com 
Telemarketing Services from $199+ complete. 
New e-commerce website $49, yours for life. 

780-429-5632, ask for Kurt. 


HOME BASED BUSINESS Ground Floor Opport. 
Distributors req. in AB for new entertainment 
product. No inventory to carry. Not MLM unlimit- 
ed potential protected product. ph 780-918-0518. 


5 Man FRAMING CREW FOR HIRE. Available 
immediately. Phone Leo 479-5422 or 916-0062. 


RAMKO ELECTRICAL 30 years exp. comm. & 
res. 15% senior discount. 
Call Jeff 7 days/wk 499-9494 


Thinking of a career 
in MASSAGE 
THERAPY? 


Check out the 
distance-learning alternative. 
mhvicarsschool.com 
or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


education 


Turn your dreams into a career! 

Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadasiudios.com 


cars for sale 


2002 Chev. Cavalier 


Auto, ABS, Traction Cass, Great Fuel Economy 


2003 Olds. Alero 


1,4 V6, 180HP, Loaded!, 23,980Km 


14,995 


cars for sale 


1981 Yamaha XJ550 Runs great, 
Ride home. $1000. 
477-7127. 


1983 Oldsmobile Delta 88 Coupe. 
Great cond. little rust. Blue. Must see. 
(00 obo 
477-7127. 


FLOORING AT 1/2 PRICE!!! 
We also install. Free estimate. 
Phone 469-1188 (24 hrs). 


furniture for sale 


Bed, Queen extra thick apie esa Dee 
boxspring & matt. new cost $950 sacrifice $250. 
Can deliver 453-3077. 


KING BED Ortho Sep One MATTRESS and 
BOX SPRING, NEW! New cost $1750; 
Sacrifice $450. 453-3755. 


garage sales 


GARAGE SALE IN CAPILANO AREA: 
10703 Saint Gabriel School Road 


July 9-11 
Fri: 3-8pm; Sat: 10-4pm; Sun: 10-4pm. 
health & 


AYURVEDIC MASSAGE 
Custom for your personal needs. Incl Somatics 
Emotions, Shiatsu, Swedish. Apptmts call 965-4278. 


wellness 


REVEKKA C KAKOULLIS 
CHARTERED PSYCHOLOGIST 
Individual & Family shal Days evening & 
weekend Appointments, (780) 920-5482. 


helicopter flight training 


Available in Whitecourt, Alberta at 
Rotorworks Inc. Oil/Gas Plant operating and farm 
background an asset for erp eye in the pilot 

and operator field. 1-780-778-6600. 

info@Rotornworks.com 


Place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds. Phone 
Carol at 426-1996 for more information. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Classifi 


LOT'S OF GREAT StU"! 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 


If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
ee for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 


we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how lon 


(some conditions app! 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAIL 


HUGE YARD SAU 


WEKT WEBREND 


it takes. 


SPM 


4213-37B Ave: 
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anted 

king employee to fill a 
7 a 

re mu Arpt 


2 Ave 


de & trouver un emploi! 
ae "pa 300.6975. 


wn WEBSITE 
ng/Internet 
tr Br Joma. Computers 
te Mided. For free enrollm hrs) 
4 x 


ent kit (2 
pt g00-477-9578 CMS TRAINING 


: $15+/he, Wed (night) and Thu (day), 
: poe ee mini-van or truck. Looking for 


rijable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


7 R LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 

i. Feat teach. 1000's of jobs around 

evhe world, Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 

10762-82 Ave. 

“Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


ing general labourers, plumbers & 
al ee far vesume (0 362.008 oF em 
inaltaine.com OF a| in 
Ire Wp. Rd B3TA Spruce Grove 


SPORTS 
SPECIAL EVENTS 


Reliable people required to 
promote Special Events from 
ur convenient and comfortable 
otlice 
e Days or Evenings 
° Excellent annual income 
¢ Training 


¢ Paid Training 
oin Canada’s Largest Sports and 
pecial Events Promotion Team 


Call now while pesttions still 
available. 


models 


rienced photographer needs attractive mod- 
;Nude, non-sexual. Must be comfortable with 
tbody image. Modest Payment offered. Clear 
Nessential. 21-24yrs. Petite or med. 
'” No fitness enthusiasts. Any ethni 
details to: photostyle@canada.com 


sales 


Se 
Training is now bei ir 
Wholesale/Orderdes les Positions 
»rsonal Support & Development Network 
496-9220 


real estate 


R SALE BY OWNER, lakeview property at 
izard Lake, 2 bdrm, plus t house, eas 
to lake, fully serviced, 858 000. 439-4547. 


AL SOUTHSIDE LOCATION 


minutes to downtown and Bonnie 
and very handy to the U of A, this 
ft, 2 bedroom bungalow with one 
basement suite is a very good 


¢ for convenience and location. 


ared accommodation 
D share ) wala , 
7 NT, emerges OE LRT c2ty 


suites for rent 


Next Door to GMCC, New Renovation, bright, 
clean 1,2 bedroom, 
Close to downtown. 425-7592. 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join Ci 
Li hts Toastmasters! Neetings denne recy 
jesday at noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. 


Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 


nel Daily workshops available-auditions to fol- 
low hve sharkbytes ud os. conVworkshops.htm 
all 944-1686 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
¥ ___ and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
.__with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981. 


Student size: Hohner, 120 bass, black, $500; 
adult size: Titano, parade, black, $1500. 
Both in original cases. 455-4635 for info 


artist to artist 


FREEe FREE® FREE* FREE® FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, Ppvidine the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads run fer four weeks 
de eros on available space. For more info 
lease phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
2869/e-m office@vueweekly.com or le it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


Artist seeking very attractive fem 18-30yrs. to sit 
for photo studies for paintings. Tattoos, piercing 
IK. No exp nec. Tom days/eves 430-8009 


Netwerks New Media is searching for artists to 
apie their work within the café. Contact Angie 
(780) 439 0303 or netwerkscafe@hotmail.com 


40,00 af of Red Strap Market! Artists, crafters, 
collectibles, antiques and more. Browing fast. 
10305-97 St, 497-2211. 


Seeking dancers for music video. Must have 
experience and ability to lear quickly. Info, bene- 
fits, registration Ph Krista, Media Masters 413-6999 


beeNe attractive, exotic-looking model to play 
lead role in music video. Exp. in acting/dancing 
asset. Ph Krista, Media Masters 413-6999 


Wanted: One male and one female actor for an 
upcoming Fringe play. Age range: around 25 to 
30. For more info phone 434-5261. 


SCREENWRITERS circle. First Tues of ea. Month 
© 7:30pm. Call 429-1671 or visit FAVA.ca 


Darksand looking for someone to do new web 
site for artistic credit. (780) 918-20-64, 
darksand5000@hotmail.com 


Develop filmmaking skills at the MONDAY 
NIGHT CLUB; screenwriters, directors & actors 
workshop a scene for camera. $2. Ph 429-1671 

or visit FAVA.ca 


Looking for spirited dancers & musicians (18- 
30yrs) for existing Toa collective. Marcus 
430-642' 


Visions of fantastical, magical, inspirational living 
storybook theatre troupe bazaar extraordinaire? 
Dancers/musicians/actors ph Marcus 430-6429 


NFP looking for funding? Our BBQ event c/w_ 
entertainment will help. Call 440-9541 or e-mail 
fundraiser@musicale.ca 


10th Annual Seven Hills Literary Contest: unpub- 
lished works; Memoirs—deadline July 31; Short 
Story—deadline Aug. 31. Info: Tallahassee Writers 
Association www.twaonline.org 


mus ns 


Wanted: Drummer and bass player for original 
band Contact REEDS. 475.60 1 or Shane at 
452-4101. 


Musicians wanted for Ben Folds Five tribute 
band. Nothing serious, just for fun. 
Cody 975-2719. 


Musicians needed for band. Inf: Oasis, Sam 
Roberts, Weakerthans. Own gear and love for 
hacky-sack req. Cody 975-2719. 


tles, Oasis, Coldplay, U2 infl musicians 
Mvanied fo form new cover/original hand, 
i itarist, drumm fo join expe- 
Baines Signer/guitarist. CGallabs 555. 


roo : eee Clean, 
400/mo incl. utils, ph, cable hi 
sa tend ase Call Ghis 79-1775. SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
-- FOOD BANK 


Seeking a committed, unique and inventive Alt- 
R rummer, with own kit. Raven 445-8754 


Singer? Beginner to advanced. Looking for 
Opportunities? We need you! Call 440-9541 or 
e-mail tellmemore@musicale.ca 


Musicians needed for studio recordings. 
Ph 429-2262. 


Sound & Fury Theatre seeks committed and 
enthusiastic board members and 
volunteers. Call Sheila at 433-4999 or visit 
Www.soundandfury.ca. 


Volunteers needed for Kids University. Hel 
with the literacy and numeracy sessions, field 
trips Ph 429-5701. 


The Edmonton International Street Performers 
Festival: seeking volunteers to become super 
StreetFest 2004 volunteers in Old Strathcona’s 
McIntyre Park and Theatre District from July 9- 
18. Ph 425-5162. 


The Sierra Club - Prairie Chapter and the 
Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ Society are 
looking for volunteers to help out with summer 
events. Contact the Sierra Club 439-1160, 
Commuters’ 433-2453. 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you read 
this? Many can’t! Become a Tutor and share the 
ift of reading. Call P.A.L.S. at 424-5514 to 
help change a life through literacy. Training and 
materials are provided. 


Volunteers wanted for the Edmonton Klondike 
Days Association. Ph: Karen, volunteer coardi- 
nator 423-2822, ext. 21. 


Musée Heritage Museum need a volunteer to 
help with collections inventory pyar: 
mer). Ph Ann Ramsden 459-1529 for info. 


The River City Shakespeare Festival, 
June 24-July 18, seeks volunteers. Ph Sarah @ 
425-8086 or visit 
www.rivercityshakespeare.com. 


Volunteers needed: The Devonshire Care 
Centre looking for people to volunteer with our 
residents, bistro and gift shop. pon ote in 

recreation, OT/PT, aye Ph 666-8050 ext 
3201 


HELP A REFUGEE FIT IN: Help someone new 

be someone welcome. Become a Host Friend 

volunteer to a newcomer in Canada. No sec- 

ond language required, not a live-in program. 
Ph the Host Program at 424-3545.” 


Musée Heritage Museum need help with instal- 
lation and takedown of exhibits, and ongoin 
research. Ph Jean Leebody at 459-1528 for info. 


Help immigrants learn English in a conversa- 
tion program, grammar and writing program, 
youll nto prema at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Nwcomers. Two-hour week commit- 
ment, morning and afternoon positions avail. 
Volunteers Bae 16+ ph Suzanne at 423- 
9677/sgross@emen.ab.ca 


Image is everything! We at IMAGE THEATRE 
are currently seeking ropa BOnIn gs goal-ori- 
ented volunteer board members! Interested? 
Call Brian 429-8843. 


WANT TO GET SOME REALLY IMPORTANT 

PHONE CALLS? Edmonton’s only 24 hour dis- 

tress line answers calls from people in need. 
Next training starts in May. Ph 732-6648. 


The YMCA Kids University summer program 
needs your help. This year Kids University is 
expecting to serve 150 kids over the course of 
six weeks, from fuly 5-Aug. 13. Volunteers will 
be needed to help with the literacy and numer- 
acy sessions in the morning (10am-noon) and 
all day Fridays (10am-3:30pm). Contact Julyia 

foods at 429-5601 or 
jwoods@edmonton.ymca.ca. 


Clutter to cash - YESS: Bring gently used furni- 
ture and home decor items to FINDS Home 
Decor inc. Profits from items sold go to the 

youth Emergency Shelter Society. Ph 437-0766 


FOOD NOT BOMBS FOOD NOT BOMBS anti-poverty 
Group neods voluntoers to cook, clean, and drive. 
Sal, 100, 10116-105 Ave. valhala_man@yahoo. 


Western Guide and Assistance Dog Society is 

currently looking for volunteer foster families 

for our Puppies and adult dogs! Please contact 

Lindsey at (780) 944-8011 or e-m: info@guide- 
dog.ca for more info. 


— 
Madeleine Sanam Foundation looking for vol- 


unteers: project developers, newsletter coordi- 
nator, fundraising coordinator for local/interna- 
tional projects. Send résumé to Chantal 
\de_prod@telusplanet.net 


. Become a friend to a new Canadian. Share 
info on Edmonton’ attractions, help practice 
English. Ph Dulari at Edmonton Immigrant 
Services Association 474-8445, 


_ 
Are you experiencing difficulty in your life? We 
all face crises at one time or another during our 
lifetime. You are not alone. The Distress Line is 
open 24 hours a day, every day. If you need to 
talk, we're here to listen. Call The Support 
Network 482-4357. 


Volunteers needed for research at the U of A 
Were you suicidal between 15-24, and are you 
now under 26 yrs? Are you willing to help us 
understand the experience of being suicidal 
and recovering from suicide? Participation 
strictly confidential. Ph 492-6118, e-m 
teen.research@ualberta.ca for info 


CALLING ALL CROSSING GUARDS 
TO THE RESCUE: 

The Edmonton International Street Performers 
Festival is still seeking volunteers from the 
metropolis of Edmonton to become super 

StreetFest 2004 volunteers in Old Strathcona’s 

McIntyre Park and Theatre District from July 9 

to 18. Volunteers are needed for the Crossing 

Guard Crew for peak hours (noon to 2pm, and 

4 to 7pm) to help StreetFest patrons cross the 

road safely. email Linda at volunteer®edmon 

tonstreetfest.com, or call StreetFest,s volunteer 
headquarters, 425-5162. 


See 
OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? 
Like learning about science and educating oth- 
ers? Dynamic hosting and educational volun 

teer positions available © Odyssium (tm) 
Contact Violet 452-9100. 


FOOD NOT BOMBS NEED VOLUNTEERS TO 

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY. Help out any Sat, 

10am, Boyle St Co-op, 10116-105 Ave. Food 
serving 1pm. 


Volunteer with your dog! Dogs should be at 
least lyr old and obedience trained. The Chimo 
Project needs volunteers for animal-assisted 
therapy. 452-2451. 


E.C.A.W.A.R. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) 
Volunteers welcome. www.wage-peace.com 
for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713 


TRAVEL THE WORLD! Discover a new culture 
while helping a newcomer to Canada settle and 
adjust to living in Edmonton. Visit, cook, and 
attend events and festivals with your newcomer 
friend. No second language required! 

Call Host Program at 424-3545 


New Home Immigration and Settlement 
Centre, offers programs and services to new- 
comers and their families tailored to meet their 


educational and social needs. Ph Barbara 
Nichols for info on volunteer opportunities 
425-7869 


BIKE-OLOGY 2004 


A CELEBRATION OF BICYCLES & ECOLOGY 


12 to 4 p.m. Saturday July 10 
Beaver Hills House Park 
Jasper Avenue & 105 Street 
Downtown Edmonton 


GOT A DIFFERENT BIKE? BRING IT DOWN AND SHOW US! 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour 
Crisis Line. The hours are self-determined and 
you can work from your own home. Contact 
Heather at 423-4102. 


Volunteer tutors needed!! 
Can you read this? Many can’t! 
Become a Tutor and share the gift of reading 
Call P.A.LS. at 424-5514 ° 
to help change a life through literacy 
Training and materials are provided 


Madeleine Sanam Foundation is looking for 
volunteers for projects for info ph 719-7708. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at 
U_0 fA seeks individuals suffering from 
SOCIAL PHOBIA for research study 
(Call 407-3906), Reimbursement provided 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of 
A seeks individuals suffering from 
SEVERE PMS for research study (PR 407-3775 


Reimbursement provided 


Brain Neurobiolo; 


Research Program at 
U of A see 


individuals suffering from 

NIC ATTACKS 

for research study (Call 407 
Reimbursement provic 


221). 


d 


——$—$—$<< 
The Association of Adult Day Support program 
need volunteers to help with crafts, card 

games, visitings, Walkign pro 
Call Donna 434-4747 


HERE WHEN YOU NEED US!!! 

* Are you faced with challenges in your life? 
* Would you like to talk to a qualified therapist 
for no fee? 

* The support Network offers a Walk-in 
Counselling Program 
* For info about hours and-wait times call 
The Support Network at 482-4357. 


_ HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS 
required for research studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology Research Program 
at U of A. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 

Reimbursement will be provided. 


The Edmonton John Howard Society 
Re: Family Violence Prevention Cen 
need of good (used) home furnitur 

Ph Carolyne for details 423-1635 


sin 


Ea 
Do you drive? Do you like to help Others? 
Ph 732-1221 for more info on our volunteer 
driving program. Gas monies re-imbursed 


—$—$—$—$—$< 


Can you spare one morning or afternoon a 
week? The Learning Centre Literacy 
Association is looking for people to help 
adults develop their literacy skills. 
Volunteer at the Centre and help others make 
positive changes for themselves and their 
communities. 

Ph Phyllis at 429-0675 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! 

If you have been looking fora 
volunteer opportunity, this may be the 
one for you, Call P.A.L.S. at 424-5514 tc help 
someone learn Engli econd language 
Training and materials are provided. 


Volunteer Drivers needed at Seniors Drivin: 
Centre. Flexible daytime hours. Ph 732-122 
for more info. 


Make a difference in the lives of women in 
prison. Become a mentor with 
Community Justice Ministries, a 

risoner support program of 
Menttonite Central Committee 
Ph Suzanne 423-9677 


h English Overseas: 


TESOL Certified 5 days In-class 


Or Online Or By Correspondence. 
* All ages * No Experience * No Degree 


FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 
Tuesday @ 7 pm, 10762-82 ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 
July 14-18 & July 26-30 


Travel the World.. 
Earn Great Money 
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POLISH HALL 
Celebration off life 


BANQUETS ¢ WEDDINGS 
PARTIES ¢ FUNDRAISERS 
DANCES * CONCERTS 
50 to 1500 guests 
Full Catering Service 


www.polishhall.ca 
10960-104st Edmonton 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Pegging the question 


Dear Andrea: 

Id like to comment on “Frustrated 

Woman,” whose lover had become self- 
 ishly centred on his own anal penetration. 

| followed a similar progression after the 

bend-over-boyfriend craze took off. Fortu- 

nately, my wife was willing to oblige. 

After a few dozen times and much 
reading, we concluded the “experiment” 
after deciding that: (1) kind women will 
oblige their lovers, but most aren’t all 
that turned on by “pegging”; (2) the 
preparations required make pegging less 
spontaneous than other sex, which can 
be a real turnoff: (3) women worry about 
hurting their partners and hesitate, mak- 
ing the experience feel somewhat “clini- 
cal”; and (4) it’s one of those acts that 
sound really hot when you’re horny but 
much less so after orgasm. 

Back to FW’s situation: | suggest that 
she buy her lover a large buttplug to wear 
while they engage in more traditional sex. 
He'll get his penetration fix while remain- 
ing available to attend to her needs. 

Love, Bend Over Husband 


Dear Husband: 

You're nicer than | am. | was going to sug- 
gest that he get himself a large buttplug 
and then he could just go... well. 

You may be the first person I’ve 
seen acknowledge the fact that his 
fetish or other outré behaviour was 
essentially market-driven and inspired 
by a passing fad, like the low-carb 
“lifestyle” or key parties. While there 
are certainly people—lots of ‘em— 
who can trace the development of 
their unusual sexualities to deepest 
childhood, many others acquire their 
special interests later, upon exposure 
to porn or previous converts. It just 
seems hipper, | think, to recall nascent 
SM fantasies than it is to admit, “Oh, 
yeah, | saw this video and went out 
and bought the gear and now I’m a 
big ___ fetishist, yup.” | do not per- 
sonally think that people earn more 
coolness points by being born weird 
than by having weirdness thrust upon 
them, but | do see that attitude and | 
do thank you for your candor. You 
have also demonstrated, however 
unwittingly, that weirdness easily 
donned is also easily shed. You put 
down the strap-on (or your wife did) 
and walked away. Okay, then! 
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As for Frustrated Woman and her 
Frustrating Man, they're just doomed. 
Not because he was obsessed with butt- 
sex, though. He could've forsworn that 
stuff forever and he’d still be an asshole. 

Love, Andrea 


Through thick and thin 


Dear Andrea: 
I’ve been working with great pleasure 
through your archives. | finally got to 
the guy who wanted to know about 
penis enlargement and even asked, 
“Can you tell me a cheaper way to 
increase my penis size?” 

| have the answer: go on a diet 
and lose weight! Losing weight will 
have no effect on penis size, but since 
the rest of you gets smaller, it will look 
relatively bigger. 

Love, Helpful 


Dear ‘Ful: 

Which guy who wanted to know about 
penis enlargement? Aren’t there, like, 
100,000,000 of them, and don’t they 
all write to me? 

| guess it doesn’t matter. Your solu- 
tion will only work in selected cases, so 
it’s not going to replace the standard 
lecture anytime soon. If you’re not 
obese in the first place, losing weight is 
not going to make a difference, and 
most of those fretful queriers are stan- 
dard-sized in every dimension. 

While it’s true that a six-inch—say, 
sandwich—will look bigger in the tiny 
paws of—okay, let’s say me (I have teeny 
hands)—than in the beefy mitts of 
André the Giant (yes, he’s dead, but 
bear with me), it is not in fact all relative. 
There’s also the way that a deep cushion 
of pelvic fat will effectively swallow most 
of whatever length you've got, leading 
to the dreaded “button mushroom” 
effect, And finally, when you look down 
and you can’t see the thing because 
your belly is in the way, you can easily 
be convinced that it is subnormal in size. 
“| can’t see it! It must be microscopic!” 

Aesthetics aside, extra weight on 
either partner will shorten the effective 
length of the shaft. Books like Hanne 
Blank’s Big Big Love offer suggestions 
for making ends meet even with sub- 
stantial padding in the way, and peo- 
ple sell special pillows and such to 
make intercourse for the very volup- 
tuous easier and more gratifying. 

| digress. | digress really far, actual- 
ly. But | couldn’t just run your answer 
and leave it at that; it simply wasn’t 
good enough. Not only are most of 
these guys not fat, not everyone who /s 
fat can or wants to lose weight. So 
your answer wasn’t very helpful. 
Thanks for trying, though. 

Love, Andrea O 

Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca 


4 Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 
, *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 

1 Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
¢Up to 45 characters per line. 

*Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 
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services 


OVERWHELMED? 
In a tough spot? 


‘alk to us! 
No-Fee Walk-In Counselling 
482-INFO (4636) 
The Support Networl 
www. thesupportnetwork.com 


IS DRINKING A 
PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 
424-5900 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


Then WE offer: 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet Pelee men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 
Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam: 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info: 
1-800-474-8401 


The girl next door 
Sexy Leesa redhead 
C 457-9905 
Licence ff 40177004 


Edmonton’s best chat and dateline is here! 


780-665-6565 @ 


Other cities: 1-877-834-4044 


www.One2One.ca 


mobile hookup.ca is here, Edmonton! Use your cell phone to txt the word 


‘hookup’ to 12100. Txt hot 9 


THREE LINES 
FOR $10 


SECTION (rom nwa: 
HEADLINE eax 20 cuars}: 


nd FREE to 


¢ emorience or education in marketing or Sales: 
+ atlesire to be the best at what you (y. 


Hf YOU have. 


+ Strong personal shijjs. 


*avehicie. 


° the best product ° the best teals- 
¢ and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matiey 
send your resume to: Attn: Rob Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, 15) 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2689 
or 6-mail: <rob@vue.ab.ca> 
(NO phone calls, please) 
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EVERYDAY ] 

ROMANCE 
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weekly! This Week's WINNERS! 
ee M2231 13418 


"'ve got brown hair and blue eyes. I'm looking for someone to talk 
= 1am an honest individual, caring, to, someone that I can trust. 
fun-loving and easy going. | believe - I'm looking for a relationship but 
"highly in communication, I'm looking I'm always open to meeting new 
_ for a level-headed woman, who friends. I'm 5'5", have black hair 
® is focused and knows what she and blue eyes. | like to have fun, 
_ wants. She is looking to share’ go out for coffee and talk about 
J her time with someone and everything. | do like cars and 
‘ } build a relationship. sports. | also like going for walks. 


{, #3226 #4 2037 


I'm 5'11" with a great build. _|'m 6'2" with green eyes, a nice 
I'm looking for someone who smile and a medium build. 
Enjoys candle-lit dinners, I'm looking for friendship. I'm 
long walks and great talks. | hoping to meet a nice guy who 

| enjoy the great outdoors, will accept me for who | am. My 


sports, dancing, music, movies _interests include singing, reading, 
and hanging out with friends. writing poetry, going to movies, 
fishing, camping, and travelling. 


tt 6955 i 8599 


| enjoy the great outdoors, Hi, I'm looking to make new 
quiet evenings athome, nice _ friends. I'm native and black. 
walks and | enjoy cooking. I'm 20 yrs old, about 5'8" and | 
I'm looking for someone have a full figure. | have long 


special who enjoysthesame _—_ dark hair and blond streaks. 
things | enjoy doing. 


tt 8454 # 7362 


Hi, I'm Jim. | love mountain I'm 5'10" and | have long blond 
biking, hiking, rock climbing, hair and blue eyes. I'm fun and 
going out to the bar, playing outgoing. I'm looking for new 
pool. | like to hang out with _ friends although personal 

my friends and have a relationships are fine too. 

good time. 


| ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 


Talking Classifieds ° Uncensored Erotic Stories 


Qo Asie thilc ina 1& flirt for FREE! FREE for women! Wo 
ae QUEST PERSONALS” 780.669.2323 
i neice tea CALL: CLICK - CONNECT™ other cities: 1.888.482.8282 
900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! Profiles may have been edited for space or content. 18+-No liability 
Gra7eVine 


ERSONALS 


20,000 CALLERS DAILY’! 


righ? across Mone Ana PRE 


/ LE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
Canada : PRE 2 8 4646 


The Grapevine Ciub Inc. does not prescreen callers. Free loca Edmonton ° al. Must be 18+ 
Fun and confidential, Umit one tree trial account per home phone number 
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METALLICA Dome CindsUlmmonster o f 
EW Out next yy >,” —<———_ if 


Tuesday, — _ & 
July 13th! 7 | ¥ —_ | 
— Limited | P os a i 
JUNI METALLICA FEY ce | | 4 


~ Some Kind includes a 
OF Monster t-shirt! ; | . 


10228 
OM MEW ENTER © ‘> 
be TO WIN Ins 


;*, 


ogra ns: VN 


The winner and a guest will receive return 
airfare and 2 nights accommodation in 
Toronto, as well as | pair of tickets to see = 
John Mayer live in concert at the 
Molson Amphitheatre, August 7th, 2004. —_JoHN MAYER $ ? 


; ~ Heavier Things 
See in store for full contest details. 
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Taking cues from - 
The Cure, Duran Duran, #° 

Psychedelic Furs, 

Interpol, and Blondie, 

THE KILLERS are g 

creating a huge buzz 

for their debut album g 


THE CURE return with their brand new self-titled CD 
featuring the first single “The End Of The World”. 


".., the group's best work since 1989's ‘Disintegration™ 


THE CURE ~ Rolling Stone “Hot Fuss” featuring 
the u * 
- The Cure Limited Edition CD "Somel 
$ 99 THE pepe | 4°? includes a bonus DVD. 
2 Ge aw es S| 


Lo 
’ -- 


~The Cure For Your 80’s Cravings! OTN ei EACH! 


Zz 


~ Also m BIG COUNTRY m FRANKIE GOES T0 HOLLYWOOD m THE POLICE mw SIOUXSIE & THE BANSHEES a STING a U2 
available: The Crossing Welcome To The Pleasure Dome Synchronicity The Crossing The Biue T - The Unforgettable fae 
m DIRE STRAITS m PETER GABRIEL w REM, w SOFT CELL a TEARS FOR FEARS ~ War 


Brothers In Arms So Reckoning Non-Stop Erotic Cabaret Seog 


- Shop With Confidence! 


; Ze Z . KAA Kapades Largest Selection Of Music & Movies * Guaranteed Lowest Price 
atisfaction Guaranteed » Can't Find It? Special Order It! e Listen Before you Buy * Knowledgeable Staff 


“Zag Downtown Edmonton: 19232 106th Street 424-6000 
a a a3 maonton 5 South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 * Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 


ADVERTISING ACCURACY: We aim for the utmost accuracy in our advertising, but the occasional error can occur Any error will be corrected as soon as cognized 9 
customers purchasing merchandise so affected willbe advised Immediately of correction. A&B Sound Ltd. reserves the right to line quantities. Prices in n effec a att fuly ‘T9uh, 004 


ice sound advice 
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